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PREFACE. 


There are three collections of Aurungzebe’s Letters. 
First, the “ Ruka'kt-i-Alamgiri,” or the " Kalimat-j* 
Taiyibat,” collected and published by Indyat Alldh, oiie 
of his principal secretaries ; second, the^ “ Rakainf-i- , 
Kardira,” by the son of another secretary Ab^nl Karim 
Amir Khdn ; and third, the “ Dastnr-al-Amal Aghdh^” 
collected from various sources thirty-eight years after 
the emperor’s death by a learned servant of Rdja Ayd 
Mai under the Raja’s order. There is still another 
collection bearing the name of the *' Addb-i-AIamgiri,” 
and comprising letters written by Aurungzebe to his 
father, his sons, and his officers. 

These letters have no dates and have no order. I 
have tried my best to assign dates to most of them. 
But it is impossible to do so in the case of each and every 
one of them, as some of them have no historical connection. 
Most of the letters seem to have been written when 
Aurungzebe was engaged in his great Deccan War 
fl08C-1707), especially during the latter period of the 
war. 

These letters generally depict Aurungzebe’s private 
life. Occasionally they allude to minor historical events 
which happened in his or in his father’s time. They i 
exhibit Aurungzebe as a just, kind, and lenient king 
and as a religious and devout Mohemadan. Again they 
display his orthodoxy and fanaticism which brought ruin 
to his house and empire after his death. In these letters 
we find Aurungzebe giving advice to his sons about the 
duties of a king, — how to govern the state by preserving 
order and peace in the kingdom and by protecting the 
person and property of the subjects. " No person can be 
more alive than Aurungzebe to the necessity of storing 
the minds of princes, destined to rule nations, with 
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useful knowledge As they surpiss others in power and 
elevation, so ought they, he says, to be pre-eminent in 
wisdom and virtue’ ’* 

These letters are full of many fine and instructive 
passages from well known Persian poets and thus afford 
a proof of Aurungzebe s Persian scholarship “He 
(Auru“g2ebe) also discountenanced poets who used to be 
honoured and pensioned, and abolished the office and 
salary of royal poet It is even distinctly related that he 
prohibited the composition and recitation of poetry but 
this extreme austerity must have been of very short 
duration, for his own notes and letters are filled with 
poetical quotations and sometimes with extemporarj 
verses made by hitnselP ” “He (Aurungzebe) is a very 
elegant writer 111 prose and has acquired proficiency in 
veibiGcation, but be abstains from pr'icUsing it*" Many 
Koranic verses are found in these letters Tins proves tint 
he was well versed ni the Koran which he had learnt by 
heart These letters were not meant for a literary purpose. 
As the language is from a royal peu, the style o! the 
letters is generally polite But at the same time, it is 
sweet and simple and sometimes figurative Again, a 
large meaning is convejed by ashott sentence Sometimes 
the language is Indiamsed and many Indian words occur 
in the epistles The style is generally admirable. 

“ His (Aurungzebe’s) prohibition of history was more 
permanent he not only discontinued the regular annals 
of the empire, which had before been kept by a royal 
historiographer, but so effectually p^^ a stop to all record 
nf Ills transactions that from the eleventh year of his reign 
the course of events can only be traced through the means 
o't 'letters on ‘business anti ol notes taken clandestinely by 
private individuals^ ' (t e Kh ifi Kh in and others) 

I lletnier 

3 ripliinstorte 

1 Mir At I AHm 

4 I tpIiinUnne 
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Alflmgir ( tlie Conqueror of the World ) wat; a title 
conferred on Aurung7ebe (the Ornament of the Throne) 
by his father Shah Jehan in order to pacify him when 
he made head against him during his dangerous illness. 
1657. When Aurungzebe ascended the throne he assumed 
this title and styled himself as Alamgir (the First), 
Aurungzebe is generally known by this name among his 
co-feligiontsts. It is not necessary to give here a life of 
Aurungzebe as it can be read in any .ordinary Indian 
history. 

The following books have been consulted ; 

1. The History of India as told by Its Own 

Historians, VoL VII, by Sir H. Elliot. 

2. The History of India, by Elphinstone. 

3. History of The Mahrattas, fay Grant Duff, 

4. Aurungzebe, Rulers of India Series, by Lane Pobl. 

5. Travels in the Mogul Empire, by Dernier, 

G. Ain-i-Akbari, by Abttl Fazl. 

7. Mtintakhab-ul-LubAb, by Muhammad Htlshim 

Kbafi Khun. 

8. Ma’asiri Alaragiti.by Muhammad Suqui Mdsta’idd 
Khan, 


Aguri Street, Biumora. 


J. H. BILIMORIA. 
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Ruka’at=i=fllamgiri 

OR 

AURUNGZEBE’S letters. 



‘ INTRODUCTION.^ 

hi f/ic imHic 0/ God the Mcrcifult the Clement. 

After praising* the Ring (God) whose kingdom is 
immune from decline and fall and then praising the Refuge 
of the World (Mahomet, the prophet of the rooslems),' the 
ring of whose servitude adonis the cars of all world- 
conqueruig, 'throne-adorning and auspicious kings, it is not 
hidden from the bright minds of appreciative wise men and 
intelligent eloquent persons that in this work entitled 
“RukaVvt-i-A,Iamgiri" (Aurungzebe’s Letters) otherwise 
styled “Kalimut-i-Taijibnt” (the Evcellcnt Words), com- 
prising the blessed letters of the just king Abul Muzanar 
Muhudin Mahamraad Aurung BahAdur, the emperor of 
India-may God sanctify his tomb-, the words “the eldest son 
of Sovereignty” (the lieir-appircnt) and “the happj son” 
stand'for the eldest prince sultan Mahainmad Aluaz/nm, 
otherwise known as Shiih Alain Bahudiir, * and in some 
letters the words “ the happy son” are also applicable to 
sultan Mahammad A'azam Shah Bahadur. The words “ the 

1 This inlroductioii IS from the pin of the Persian compiler Inivat 
All ih Khan 

2 ihe Persians {'cncrally vommence their Morts with eulojies y| 
God and tlieir prophet 

3. Muazzani sras not the eldest but the sceond von Sultan Afiliammad 
Bahadur Asas the eldest son but he died m prison (lOjfj) before tins, 
letters were written. As Mahammad Bah tJur was not livin ' it tin. Iiini 
■Muazsaiii iv naturally addrwid as tlic eldest son in these letters. Cf 
Let.KCI. 


uninendly brother” are appUed to Dvm Shekuh, the eldest 
brother of His Majesty (Aarungzebe) The ^\o^ds ” the 
dear grandson” and “thfe brave grandson" are (respectively) 
applicable to Mahammad Ma’az-ud-Dm Bahadur, the eldest 
son of Sh^h Afam Bahadur and to Mahammad Bidar 
BaUita Bahadur, the eldest son of Sultan Mahammad 
A’azam Slidh Bahfd^r The words “ the grandson of high 
dignity" refer to Mahammad ^zim-ud-Dm Bahadur, the 
second son of Shah Alam Bahadur The vJords "the pillar 
of the kingdom”, "the centre of affairs” and "that 
sacrihce ’ are applied to Asad fvhan, who after the 
death of Shajasta Khdn was made Ameer ul-Umar (the 
Grandee of the Grandees) of the court. The words "Khan 
1 iruz Jang" (Victorious Kh in) refer to Ghazi*ud'Din Khan 
Bahadur Fkuz Jang The words "Nasrat Jang” (victorious 
in battle) mean Zui Fikar Khun Bahadur Nasrat Jang. 
The words " Mirzu BaKhashi" (the grandee, the pay- 
master) stand for MirzA Sadr-ud-Dm Mahammad Khun 
SafavJ The words " meer ntesh" (the master of ordnance) 
are applicable to Tarbiat Khun. By the word "Hamid" 
(the praiseworthy) is meant Hamid*ud*Din Khan Bahadur 

j Shjyasta Khan Aorunszebn smateroalunclc, ditd in 1G94 A>ad 
Khan was not, immediately alter J is death, honoured with this title of 
Ameer ul Umar i, but later on, » e, in 170* The title Ameer ul Umar i, 
winch from its meaning Mould seen to be appiKabIc to ont at i timt, 
seens to iiaie been I lIJ (m \kbnr s time) by several persons siniultancOos j 
In the Padshih Nameh, hoMoir, tic use of tic title of Ameer ul Uinan 
is restricted to the first llling grai leeAl Mardan K 1 an ” It is laij bv 
Beimer to be ‘‘the first and most honourable title of Hindostan Cf 
Let \Cl 



•Letters addressed to Sultan Mahaminad Muazzanif 
Shah Alam Bahadur, t^e Crown Prince.i 

LETTER I. 

Eldest son o{ sovereignty, happy so'n^ Mahammad 
Muazzam, may God protect and save ^ou. His Majesty, 
having his abode In paradise (Shah Jehiln, Aurungzebe’s 
father), had a great desire to conquer the provinces of 
Ball^h, Badahhshdn, Khordsan, and Hinit which were the 
ancient possessions of our ancestors.^. He often sent there 
the royal forces under the command of Mflrad Bakhsha.'* 

T Aurnngzcbe's seconii son, born m 1643, of a Ilajpnt piincess He 
as sent by lus father against Shivaji m ortler to arrest him, but was after- 
nnrils recalled Then he was appointed goseinor of the Deccan, 1667. In 
x(iif6 he took Hniderabad. Afterwards he marched against Golconda, but 
he made a conicntion sMth the king, Abul Hasan, and communicated with 
him Aurungrebe was displeased svith lum on this account'and imprisoned 
him, x6S8 , but released him hve years later. In 1700 he si as appointed 
go> ernor of Cabul. He was an obedient son and u as generons and kind. 
Most of the seven letters addressed to this prince seem to have been written 
between 1700 and 1707 hen he was viceroy of Cabul. In S6S4 he vas 
honoured With the title of Shah Alam Bahadur After the death of Ins 
father he ascended the throne under the name of Bahadur Shah (the First) 
m 1707 and ruled for hveyears. Hewasa wise and able ruler. Had he 
Ined longer Uis reign would have been accounted prosperous and illustrious, 
llunng Uis rule the Sikhs were subjected to much persecution. It was also 
in his reign that Nizam ul'MulL, the founder of the dynasty of the Nizams 
* of the Deccan, and Sa’adat All Ahin, the ancestor jof the nabobs of Oude, 
came into prominence. He died in 1713 

2 ProiinceS in Persia and Afghaiffstan conquered by Timur and 

Babar Batkh was the cradle of the ^oroastrian cvligion and a great capital 
of some of the ancient Persian kings Badahlishan 13 known for its ruby 
mines. Hirat IS the gate of India and was many times besieged by the 
Tcrsians , 

3 ^ ounger brother of Aitrungzebe, who was sent by Shah Jehan tq 
assist All Mardan Khan m Baikh He returned to Delhi without the emper- 
or’s leaie and was consequently disgraced 1614 Hewas replaced by his 
brother Aurungzebe who retreated with great loss 16 17 Then Murad was 
appointed i iceroy of Gujarat \Vhea his father fill ill hi. joined his brolher 
Aurungzebe and defeated Raja Jasvant Singh and Dara successiiely. 1657. 
Afterwards he M as imprisoned (1658J by oAumgzebe at Gwalior where he 
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Most of the provinces \vere conquered ; hut owing* to 
impatience, that unfortunite^man (Munid) returned (to the 
capital) without having been recalled bj. His Majesty and 
thereby lost the favour of the people and the grandees of 
those provinces The kingdoms conquered and possessed 
were lost , and money was wasted on them. It is for this 
reason that it is said that “ A daughter is better than an 
unworthj son*'. Attend to this (verse) that “ If a father is 
unable to finish a work, the son must carry it out to 
completion”. This mortal creature (Aurungzehc) 1 as a 
wish which IS still unfulfilled It was the desire of Sh.ih 
jehan that I should send a grandson of His Majesty's to 
those districts with a grand armv and sufficient equipment. 
What more can I do When vou were here» I had insisted 
upon you to taVe Kandahfir but jou have not conquered 
it. What of other cases, then’ Evidently >oii have not 
done the work entrusted to you b) me. One who pio- 
fesses to know a thing must know it fully. This my 
perishable life is now ltl%e the sun (setting) on the top of a 
mountain. What does it concern me if I Inve these pro* 
Vinces or not’ How will you shew your face to tour hvals 
in this world and to the Holy, High, and Exalted God in 
the next world ’ 


was iimrdereil in 1661. The date ol his death is found from the following 
Peman serse “ AAa ^ iai M anffi tusilafd" ' lie ivns tilled 
on a pretest) He was very brave, but much addicted to drinkinf; and if 
the same time foolish in politics $ KhaE Kinn calls him » simpleton 

4 Anrungrebe was sent to Kandahar hy his fvtlier to conquer it, but 
haiing failed to do so he returned to Delhi Aurtingrebe tried to 

recoicr Kandahar a second lime, but vgain K. failed 
AWbar wrested Kandahar from t^c Persians Shah Abbvs took liieciti from 
jehangir It fell lo Slnh lehan through the treacherj of All Mcrdin Klnn. 
Tt wts again besieged and taplured by the son of Shah Abbas, nnJ after- 
w ards twi..e unsuccessfully attncLed bj Shah Jehan 

“ The wise of ancient times considered Kabul and Ksnd ihar as the tn in 
gates ol Hindustan, the one leading to Turkestan and tie other to Persia 
The cuslnds of these highwaas secured India from foreign invaders, and Ihev 
are likewise the appropriate portals to foreign trivel " 

A.n , Akban.Cf let IV 



LETTER II.^ 


Happy son, Mahammid K\«a 72 am, may God protect 
and save you. I came to know irom the* representation o! 
a disinterested person that this year you obser\ed the 
Nowroz" festival in the manner of the (present) Persians . 
Bv God’s grace, keep your faith firm From whom have 
you adopted this heretical innovation’ Evidently you ha\e 
been instructed by that Arab who lays claim to the title of 
Saivad,"* (but) who is the cause of disgrace to some good 
persons (the Saiyads). An\ how this is a festt\ity of the 


I Tins letter proves Aurangeebe’s b»j»otrj and fanaticism. 

3 Litera\b»'he new da) tPers) It »» a Pcraian festival mtrodnsed by 
JamsUul, one of the ancient kinjjs of rersit, and observed on the dJJr nhen 
he camt to the throne, namely the day on which the sun enters the Aries 
fSKt of March) It is still obserted by the modem Persians and the Af^^hans 
with great ponp and CQthusi'vtm and is the commencement of their poll* 
ticnl jear This {..stiial W'as' introduced into India b) Akbar, hut was 
afterwards abolished b\ the ‘ religious* Aurungrebc (1659) The reckoning 
nf the solar jear was adopted by Akbar for political purposes, but 
Auru{tgz*be did away With It and introduced the old lunar year of the 
prophet hfahomet This (estival is still observed >a India by the present 
I’arsw and by the subjects of H H the Niram , Kliafikhan says, “The 
Nowroz festival is observed bj the Parsis (Majusis) of Kerman (a province 
in Persia) and of the harbour of Surat '* “ 1 | ^L (Akabar) entiuires into the 

eacellent customs of past ages, and without looking to ibe men of the past 
m particular, he takes up that which IS proper, though he have to pay a 
high price for at He bestows Kis fostering care upon men of various 
classes, and seeks tor occasions to make presents Thus when H M was 
informed of the feast of damshtd, and the festivals of the Parsi priests, he 
adopted them, and used them as opportunities of conferring benefits It 
(the new year's day fevst) commences on the dav when the sun in his 
splendour moves to Aries, nnd l.iMs till the nineteenth day of the month 
(I arwardm, a Pars, month) Two days of this period arc considered great 
festivals, when much money and nnmcrc us other things ire given away as 
pres*nts, the first day of the month of Farwardin, and the nineteenth, which 
IS the time of the Sharaf ?<lm • Atabari, 

3 Thev are Shiahs while Aurungzebe was a strict orthodov Sunni 

^ A ilesvendent of the prophet Mahomet 
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Mijusis.® According to the belief of the infidel Hindus 'it 
IS the coronation day of the accursed Vihramdjit*^ and the 
commencement of a Hindu era. Henceforward you should 
not observe it and repeat such follj. (Verse) “I have 
advised you often, but none of you (my sons) have 
searched after secrets*’. I seeU forgiveness from God, my 
Lord, for every sin that I have committed , and I turn to 
Him (in repentance). 


LETTER III 

Eldest son of sovereignty, I came to read your letter 
(requesting me) to confer an additional honour upon your 
fourth^son,^ for whom you seem to haye the greatest 
affection It is impossible to bestow such a favour upon a 
younger brother m supeisession to an elder one (Again) 
it IS strange that considering you are indifferent towards 
your family, you could have such affection for your son 
Anyhow (verse) “May you live long because this (tc. the 
fact of your favouring and loving your younger son instead 
of loving your whole family) is sufficient" In order to 
please you I will pay attention to this request of yours m 
another way . * 

5 the anoent Persians and the forefalKers of the present 
Parsis in India were known by iKis name by the Arabs. It is said to be an 
Arabic corruption of the Aiestic ' Alazdasnians , those nho believe in 
* Mazda’ (the Mise God) The English words ‘ mag c’, ‘magician’ &c, are 
denied from this iioid. 

6 1 ikram tl e Iniincible, a Hindn pnnee of the Andhra djpasty of 
Milwa iilo ruled at Ujja n He was a philanthropic, popular and 
enlightened ruler and a great patron of literature kalidas, the author .of 
Sakuntala, flourished in Ins reign He defeated the Scythians in the battle 
olKahror and bunded a Hindu en (BC 56), known as Vilramajit 
Samvat which is stiff current in Northern India The era current in the 
Deccan IS called Salihvan Saka era (A D 78), named after Salihian, a 
Hindu king of tl e Dcccan. There flonrished many kings bearing the name 
ol V ikram, 

I Rah ul Kadr or RafiMish Shan, born m 1671 
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letter IV. 

Eldest son of sovereigntj, I cnme to know that >ou 
disregard the soldiers an^ care more for the highly paid 
ser\ants. It seems that you intend going to Kandahar.^ 
May the grace of God be with >ou But I could not 

understand your request aboufreturning to the capital of 

Lahore.- I degraded Nilsir Khan*’ to Ptln-Sadi* and I 
dismissed that Hindu councillor from fmy) seAice. (Verse) 
“ Other persons act wrongfully because we shew them so 
much fa\our.” 

LETTER V.^ 

Eldest son of sovereignty, why hate you displeased 
Fateh Allah Khan'^ notwithstanding his good nature ? When 


j C{ Let. 2 

3 The chitf toMTi of the Punjab 

3 Abu Na»r Khan, a nobleman of Aurun;;zebc flic mobcjue of 
Jajnagafi in Onssa, M-as built bv him in 16S7 Before 169O lu >\as 
j^overoor of Cashmere In 1697 he tvas appomti,d j'osemor ol Lahore. 
Cf I et CI\ 

4 A title givta bj the Mogul eniptrors to a general hokhng cominantl 
uf fiji. kuiulr-il, i\ho was called a ' mamabJar ’ When a gi.neral offended his 
master he M'as degraded from his pott to a lower one Cf Let XVX 

2. Tilts letter IS an instance of Aurongzebv's habit of self eulogj. 

2 A -veTy brasi. soldier of Tutan m the aim) ol Aurungitbe Khali 
Khan, the hijlooai, sajs that he had no nial in bravery and calls liim’a 
liOn in battle’ In 1700 he was sent against the Mahr ittas and took pa^t 
m the stige of Sattara In 1703 he was given the title of ‘ Bahadur’ In 
the same jear he was sent along wiih Uahremand Khan to lake tlie 
fortress of Chandan Mandan which shortly surrendered to the imperial army. 
In 1703 he took an actiic part m the Scige of Khtlna After the capture 
o! Khelna 11703) he was entitled ‘Alamgm’ ashe displajed much biaierv 
m taking the fortress In the same yea' he iias appointed to a post in 
• ^Cabul iihere he was sent to Muazzam m 1701 But as he could not 
agree v,ith tht, prince he staged m tie Punjab After \iirong7eb’s death, 
lUi. prince asked for hi» help against hiS brothers, but the Khan could 
not help him Cf Let CIV Hue Anrungrebc seems to display laith and 
' Jrust in Ins ^ciieruls 
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I was a prince I used to treat the nobles in such a way 
that all were pleased and whether present or* absent 
praised me much Nay, notwithstanding the merit and 
dignity o{ the unfriendly brother® soine of them deserted him 
and entered my service.^ I closed my ej es upon some of 
them, who, at the instigation of the unfriendly brother, 
practised unwoi thy actions and used abusive words. For 
the sahe of justice they admitted my patience and endur- 
ance. And the impression of my generalship and bravery ' 
was made upon the tablet of the noble heart of His Holy 
jV/ajesty (Shah Jehiln). Difficult acts were performed by 

3 * « e Daia Shekuli, Buland IVbal, Antungzebe's eldest broiHer. He 
laid scige to Kandahar unsuccesdully t6^j Daring hi* father’s illness 
(1657) hv earned pn the government. He defeated Shuja, brother 

near Benaras by sending an army under his son Soliman He svas defeated 
by the combined armies of MoraJ and Aurung/ebe at latehabad 
Jhamugarh) near the Chambal, througli the mistaVc ol disniounltng from 
his eLphant at -the request of the treacherous Khalil Allah when ciery* 
thing fvas in his faiour 1638 Then In. was pursued by Aurungrebe. 
During his flight to Gujarat (near .VhniedabaJ), Bernier, the Frenih 
traveller and physician to Vurongrebe, happened tomcetDara and stayed 
v.vtH 1 im % three day* At last Data Mias tteachwously handed ovet lo 
Aurungeube by Mslik Juan, (he wretched prince of Jun, in Slndc, at 
-whose place he tias his gnest After a mock trial Autongtebe put him 
to a horribk death in 1659 He was 3 free thinker nnd of toleraat 
Views like the great \kbar Had ht come to the throne !e would “liaic 
prosed a sctond \kbai and the 1 ntory o{ Indvn. would hise been quite 
different He was polite an I cMtreinely liLeral , but nt the sime linn, 
proud His mind Ind 1 poetic ml philnsophic tcndciics His poetical 
name was • KaJiri’ He got'translated from Sanst rit into Persian the 
l^anislnds, the philosopbicsl appendices of the Vedas, especiallv of the 
A than a V eda Vurung/ebe calls him e\ cry where in theie letters * unfriendh 
brotler’, because he was jeilous of his power and did not like him aslujn„ 
a free tliinkcr and bliiali Ktiafi kliin calls lum ‘unforlunalc’ He hid 
two sons, ^slimm Slickuh and Sipher t^hekub, both of whom were impri- 
soned bv \urung/cbi. for liK 

4 kfttrDara's defeat at Sainuigirli man.-^ nahJwo.MirJi. iA-.B.n,! I.isi int 

bingh, Itiji Jii Singh, Sliiyisl'i Kb in and others dcsericd Din nnd joined* 
yufiin^/efae . 

5 \tirung7ebe disphyeJ I IS bruqiy md gcntr'-ilslnp ill ilkli ind vl 
Kindilur when In. w is -i j 11111.C though he was forecU to ret 11 it. 
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tlic strength o! the arm of this weak ant®. You havt 
broken the heart of Fateh Alldli Khdn, a soldier, brave and 
uselul in all affairs, who would have been useful to you m 
important matters (after me).* (Verse) “ What benefit is 
there if jou give a thousand gems and jewels but at the 
same time break the inward ^em (* e. the heart) of a person ? 
Done is done and cannot be undone. It will be better if 
you win his heart; and it will be more advantageous to 
you for putting \our affairs in order. (Couplet) “1 ad%ise 
you, listen to the advice, don*t evade it. Listen to the 
advice given by a kind counsellor". The sooner the 
better. Peace be upon those who follow the right path. 

1686. LETTER VI. 

Happy sou, Mahammad Muazzam, may God protect 
and save you. I came to know' from a letter of a dear 
friend that you attend the court with a saffrondikc (yelloW) 
turban on your head and ‘palvani’^ robe on your body. 
You have reached tlxe age of forty-sia. Bra\o^ With this 
(white) beard you put on a gaudy dress 

1704. LLTTER VIIL 

Lldest son of soxcreignty, I liixe despatched MOiia’am 
Khan® to you so that he may deluer my message soon to 

6 It \urnngiebc himself Here Aurungrebe seems to shew humility 
* 7 Fateh Allah Khao did not heJp the prince against his brothers alter 

his father’s death. 

I A hind of nlLen cloth (a IUiidusita.Ri ^ord> 

1 This letter serins to have been nritten some tRO or three jears before 
Aurungrebe’s death at Ahniadna,pr m the Deccan Cf Let LXXU and 
Cf L\XIII Again Cf Let \X, XLIV and CXVII This letter has not been 
mentioned by Llphinstooe in bis history 

2 A nobleman in Aumngube’s court, lie IcioL part in ihi «ige ol 
Khelna. 170J. In the same year he n«s appointed minister of Lahore. In 
170J he t\as made minister to I’rioce Muaream of Cabul \fier Xuruii". 

•lebe's death, he helped the prince tn toting the throne lor linij He -was 
appointed viiier by the prince when he came to the throne and was 
honoured with the title of KItan Khanau 1707 II- died in 5710 Me 
R-as a Sufi and w?ote a boot call-d ‘ U llamtja’. Kli’fi the Ins- 

Eotiao, desciibes him as ' X sery able man of business* 
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you 1 am not conscious oI myseU (I do not know) who 
I am and where I go and what will happen to this sinner, 
full of sms Kow I will say good bye to every one in this 
world and will entrust every one to the care of God My 
famous and auspicious sons should not quarrel among 
themselves and allow a general massacre of the people 
who are the servants of God (after my death)®. Maj God, 
the changer of hearts, make His grace for the protection of 
the people who are His deposits (m this world) and His 
wonderful creatures, the light for the path of the kings (t e 
may God make the kings protect their subjects)* 


3 This advice was aot earned out b> Vutungzebe's sous as is proved 
Vy the Iratncidal war that brohe out in the empire after Aurungrebe's dealb 

4 This shoTvs that turungzebe greatly loved his subjects and wished 
iheir welfare lie tried Kis best to Leep them in peace and prosperity In 
a letter to Shah Jehan quoted bj^ Kbafi khan m his history, Aurungzebe 
says, “ Soveieigaty sigoihes protection of the people, not self indulgence 
and libertiBijn’ Bernier, the French doctor who spent e gl t vears at 
Aoningzebe's coaet, qaotes some lines from Aurungtebe's letter addressed 
to his captue father ** Hess the truly great hiag who maVea it the chief 
business of his life to govern kis subjects with equity’ Agsm Bernier 
sayi “ 1 (Auruogrebe) was sent into the world by Providence to h\e and 
faboar, not hr myrclf but lor others ” Again I e says ' The obligation 
imposed upon a sovereign, ik seasons of difhcully and dinger, to hazard. 
Ins hie, and, if necessary, to die snotd in land m defence of the people 
committed to his edre 
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I^tfer<i addressed . (n 

Prince Mahammad A.'azam ' Shah Bahaduri. 

LETTER Vm. V ' 

Exalted son, I am much pleased with riding the ambling 
horse” which you sent to me this time* Ihc horse reminds 
me of the sympathy felt for the old father by the fortunate 
son. Owing to great joy I have named him *Khd»h- 
Kharam’ (walking smartIy).,As you are perfectly skilled in 
finding out an appropriate name for everything, (I hope) 
you will give an appropriate name to each of my favourite 
horses and then write to me about it. A list of these 
horses along with the details of their colour and breed will 
be (shortly) supplied to you by the head groom. 

‘ • • 

LETTER IX. 

Exalted son, I was much pleased with ‘the ‘dali’^ of 

1, .\ittungzebc*« third son, born in s6j]. He %t’as sent sgalsst SbiTaji ; 
but {ailed. He took part in the last siege of Sijapnr and o{ Golcosda. 
He also took an actUe part In (he seige of TamaU'Ahich he captured. In 

he^smade goremor of Mattan, and in i6Sr, go\eroor of the Pnojab. 
In 1703 he was appointed goTcrnorol Gujarat, and In 1705, gOTCrnor of 
Malwa. After the death of his father he led an army against Muazram, 
Ills elder brother; bat was defeated and stain n^r Agra. 1708. He was 
the favourite son of his father (Cf- Let. XXIX). Khaft Khan says that A’azam 
conridered himself heir-apparent to the throne. Hewassery jeatons-of his 
brothers, especially of Muazzam. Aurungrebe saj’S In his last wyi, “Let 
all the king's servants be trae and faithful to Mahammad A’arzam Shah”. 
Many of the letters to him seem to have been addressed when he was viceroy 
of Gnjarat {J703-i705). 

2. “ In this place (the great rojal square at Shdh-Jehan-Abid) also at 
the break of day they esercise the rojal hordes, which are kept in a 
spacious stable not far distant j and here the kobifkhan, or grand muster 
master of the caralry, examines carefully the horses of those who have been 
received Into the service. If they are found to be Turkish horses," that is 
from Turkestan or Tartary, and of a proper sl*e and adequate strength, 
they are branded on the thigh with the king’s mark, and with the mark of 
the Umarih under whom the horseman is en*Isted”. lirmier, 

t. An Indian word for a basket, its Persian equiialent b*Ing 'sabad*. 
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mantjoes* sent bv you to the 6ld fatlier You have reques^ted 
me to suggest names for the unknown mangoes. When you 
jourself are very clever, why do jou give trouble to (your) 
old father ’ However I have named them ‘ Si3dhA-ras* and 
‘RasnA-sili'is’-. 


LETTER X. 

Exalted son, I remember the savour of your ‘khichadi’^ 
and ‘ biryiini’2 during the winter Truly, the ‘kabQli’^ 
cooked h\ Isidm Khan does not surpass them (m point of 
relish and sa\ our) I wanted to have from jou (m my 
setMce) Sahman, who cooks ‘ btryum' , but you did not 
allow him to ser\e me as my cool If jou h.tppcn to find a 
pupil of his, skilful in the aft of^cookerv , you will send him 
to me However, happy is the day when you come, eat, 

1 “ Atnba«, or fnangoM are in season Junn™ Summer montlis, 

and ire plentil it and cheap, but those at Delhi are indillerenti 

Tlie best come from Ben^nl, Golcond-x and Coa and these arc indeed 
ficellent, jiel 1 ng to no sneetmeat m flasour and hisciousness’'. Bernier 
“ rhvi fruit IS unrvvalJed in colour, smtU, and taste In shape it resembles an 
apricot, or a quince, or 1 pear, or o melon, and neighs eiert one *cer (Ib ) 
and upwards There aregreen, yellont, red, ssriegited, sweet, and subicid 
mangoes Mangoes arc to he found eietywhere in India, especiallj, m 
Bengal, Gujirit, Milwi, Kliandesk, uid the Di.ecan ” Ain-i-\Lbari 
In the time df M.bar loo'imogoes tiere worlU nearl3 40 d 

2 Sanshrit names given to two kinds of mangoes Sins ‘ Sudha=nectat 
and ‘rasWjuice, le as snest os nectar Sans ‘Risni'—the tongue and 
‘Vilas' pleasure* it, relishable to ihc palate Here Aurungiebe shews 
his Lnou ledge of Sanskrit 

I Rice mixed with pulse and cooked, in Indian word “ Khichadi 
is a mess of leguminous plants, the general food of the common people" 
Bemier, He further sass it was ‘a favourite dish of Shah Jehan'. Elsewhere 
he says it is ‘ 1 mess of rice and other vegetables, over which, when boiled, 
they pour melted bu'tcr' Its ingredients are nee, split dal (pulse), salt, 
and ghee (melted butter) In \kbar s time it was also called 'surninah'. 

a All Indian word lor roasted meat 

3 Another Indian word for a Imd of food prepared of rice and 

beans Ingredients rice, meat, ghee, gram, onions, salt, fresh ginger, 
cmnanion, » 
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and mike otllcrs eit. (Couplet) *‘llappy is the dij and 
happy IS the time when i friend cnjovs the company of 
(another) friend (Couplet) “ The desire (for eating) 
has not entirely left met (though) blackness has departed 
from (m)) hair, It has not departed from (mj) face" (i c. 
though I have become old, I base not vet given up my 
former Inbit of indulging m the pleasures of the palate) ® 


' 1692 LETTER XI 

Exalted son, may God be praised that the grandson 
BahAdur^ has become brave and day by day his fortune is 
being improved vou should not be careless in training 
your son EahAdur^, If he can, jn the provinfie of MAUvA® 
he will get a^^ctory o\er the ScnApati'* and (then) punish 
the Jats® I have issued an order that the great Rajput 

4 Cl Let CSV , 

5 T 1 IS letter anJ tlie precedinj* one shcir AurDn;^cl'>e’s blceoess 
lor delicacies in liiS youth as veil as 1*1 his old zgt This proves tl at 
generall) hii tnaaner of 1 ving was not simple Cf Let \XI, L\ 11 , CXVIf 

I The eldest son of A'aram Cf Let L\XVI 

3 Cf Let L\X\y 

3 A province to the east ofGojarat, once goierncd by the Hindu 
kings V jkramajit and Ijhoj, tbeir capital being at Ujjan, and subsequently 
by Mohemadan kings, iheir capital beios 3^ Muodoo Its chief produce is 
opium 

4 A Sanskr t word for a genervl, or a chief commander of an army 
Sans ‘Sena’=»an army and •pati'ssa chief Its Persian equivalent i< 
‘ Sumobut ' 

5 A warlike Hindu tribe of Rajputana They defended the well- 
knosi-n fort of Bharatpor eighteen times against the English Tley belong 
to the Sudra class found near Agra Thev first came into prominence, as a 
nation during Aurungiebe s time They dared to attack the rear of tie 
imperial army During Autungsebe s expedition to the Deccan they first 
came into not ce as a gang of band tti under Cl uraman They rebelled 
near Akabarabad m xOga and killed Agliar Khan who was returnin’g 
fromCabul to the Emperor Kl an Jehan Bahadur Kokaltash who had been 
sent against them could not subdue then He was recalled and prince 
Mahammad Bidar Bakhta was sent aghinst them 
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prince RAjA Basan Singh KacIu\A'' slioulJ join him .iiul 
that the fort-keeper of Akabardbad^ should provide him 
with artillery® and other baggage necessary for war. You 
should go to the mouth of the Nurbadda'’, and then by the 
way to the right you should reach IslAmAbAd, 'otherwise 
known as MathurA^^ (in order to join your son). 


LETTER XIII. 

Blessed son, His Most Exalted Majesty" used to say, 


6 A Hindu Raju of Ambhar or Ameir, son of Ram Singh and lather 
of Mirza Raja Jai Singh Sewai He died about 1693 kacbava was the 
title of the Rajas of Ambbar or Jaipur who were related to Akbar and 
Jehaugir. Raja Bhagwandas and Raja Maosingh of Akbar s tune belooged 
to this elan , 

7. A city near Agra hit the city of Akbar It was the new Agra 
Cf. Let XCI. 

if “ The artillery IS of two sorts, the henty and the light, or, as they 
call the latter, the artillery of the stirrup. The heavy artillery did not al- 
ways follow the king. But the light aitillery IS atnays intended to be near 
the king's person, aod on that account takes the name of artillery of the stirrop 
There are artillerymen who receive great pay, te Rs :oo a month, parti- 
cularly all the Europeans , but now the king admits them with difficulty 
into the service, and limits their pay to thirty-two rupees " Bernier. 
‘‘The imperial arsenal contains manufactured, purchased, and presented, 
guns Each of them IS either long, or short , and these nrc again subditided 
into plain, coloured, and bamiDcred guns " Ain-i-Akban 

9 A river, in Malwa and in Gujarat, taking Its rise from the Vindhia- 
chals, and falling into the gull of Cambay. It is very deep and stormy and 
is regarded sacred by the Hindus The city of Broach stands on this river. 
It literally means in Sanskrit ‘giving pleasure* (Narmada) 

!o. Muttra, a town in the north of India, possessing a famous Hindu 
shrine, once plnudered by Mahmud of Ghazani It vris the birthplace of 
Krishna and is sacred to the Hindus. Its sweet balls arc well known It 
was changed into Islamabad (Citv of IslamJ bv Aurungzebe w-hen 1 e destroy- 
ed tl e temple thereof, 1669 Cf Madori, ‘Saulhern Matlnira,’ a town 
in the Karnatic.. in the South of India. 

1. This letter giies us a dctnkd account of how Shah Jehan used to 

pass his (inie Cl the Ain-i- \Ubari (book I,ain yz) where Abul I arl describes 
how \kbar used to piss his time * 

2. I. f Shah lelnn, hthcr ol Aoningrebe, Ins original name being 
Khurram lie was the third son ol*Jehangir, horn at I ahore in rjoj 
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Hunting IS the business of idle persons It is very 

reprehensible for one to be absorbed in worldly affairs, and 

to disregard religious matters Because this world is as a 
field in relation to the nest world (» e. as joii sow so 
shall 5 ou reap) ’ It is said of His Majesty (Shah Jehap) 
that he used to get up cheerfully at four o’clock® in the 
morning , (then) he performed ablution at the ‘ Abshar-j- 
Faufeek’^ and engaged himself m reciting the dailj portions 
of prayer. Before daybreak, after the cry of the ‘Muazzin’,® 
he said the morning prayer m the company of learned men. 
Then he went to the ‘ Jharukha-i Darshan'® and favoured 

During Ins father a time iiheii he wa* viceroy of the Deccan he rebelled 
against his faiher He came to the throne of Delhi m 16-7 after the death 
of lus father He avas a wise, able and popular emperor of Delhi and 
avas the most magnificent prince (hat ever ruled nt Delhi Ifts reign avas 
peaceful (except for the rebellion of Khan Jehan kodi) and pi'osperoas He 
sTOS dethroned and imprisoned b) his son, Auruogrebe (1658), and died m 
prison at \gra in ifiOG The dale of his death may be found from the fol- 
lowing t5VO Teman phrases * Sbah Jehan kard a-afat” (t r Shah Jehan 
died) and** Rasa Allah" (< e Cods wish) He is chiefly remembered for 
the Tjj Mahal and il e Peacock Thfone* lie was the founder of Shahjehaa- 
^ abaJf the nen Delhi The massacre of tl c Portuguese in Bengal is a slam 
on Ins character He wascalled^ Sfihib Karan 1 Sam,’ theSecondTamerlane, 
because he was born like Timur when Jupiter and Venus aaere ‘ m (he same 
louse’ After the death of bbah Jehan (i66(>) Aurungzebe nsed to write 
*\alt Ilazaral' (Ills Majest} ) for fits father m his letters and he ordered all 
Ins officers to use ilm title for his deceased father Kot a single letter 
■ddressc 1 b\ kurun^zebe to I is father is mentioned in this collection 
Kl ah Kl sn mctiiiODS atleistsoiiic three letters addressed to bhah Jehan 
kurungrebe was kind an 1 respectful to lus captise fall cr 

3 The uorl Jian , i sed in the Persian text, is an Indian term U 
means a measutc of lime, svaitr \c It is ticatl) equivalent to half an 
Jour One ‘ghari mskes t entj four minutes Cl tie Indian vord 
*„hadial' or ‘gharial, iiieani ig a gon^ and lien i watch or a clock, 
detiveJ from * gliari or nhadi ' 

-1 lit ‘Waterfall of Grscc mint uf a fouiiliii m shah Jcl an s 
pa[a<.e used for purposes of ablutior 

5 V Mohemadan public crier who call* people lo praver in a mosque 
It comes from \r ‘ V ozan , to call or to insi t 

6 \ tjJ I i_> or in ample op as jnJo , bclon uhich people used £0 
a>s«inblc in the marninq to ue the £rf“i. ol th u einpeior It is s ill to be 
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the ‘darshanians’’ with the blessed sight of his ausplo:ous 
face At about ten o’clock he went to the ‘ DIviln-i-Aam’® 
(in order to hold a public audience). In this assembly all 
officers down to and saluted the emperor. The 

ministers and Ihe treasurers represented to His Majesty 
the arrangements made for the crown servants, the facts 
about their good services, and the loyalty of inspectors, 
police officers, supervisors and district officers, fulfilled the 

9«eo ai De\lu The Mogul emperon nicil to sit on il,e balcony once or 
twice a day in order to cosvince tkeir aubjecii that they were ahte 
Vtany devoted Ilmdus uied to take iheir (ood in the morntni’ afier seeing 
the royal (ace From the eleventh yev Aontngzebe ceased sitting it the 
Jharnkha, which faced the Jamna, and forbade the assembling of the 
erewd beneath it only through hi» religious ideas i66? 'JhtmVha’ or 
‘Iharoka’ « an Indian word for a balcony ot » lerrace ‘Danhan’ ti s 
Saaslcru word,, deriied from* 'drasV, to see, hence it originally means 
‘seeing Then it means ‘meeting a great person and seeing bis hct\ It 
IS also & religious terra among the Ilindos who apply it to gomg into * 
temple to *tt thcidol nod worship it 

7 Those who assembled to see the royal face Cf n 6 Supra 

8 One of the two places m the palace of tbe Mogul emperors 

Itwas a large haltfor the pubi c audience. Oppo. 'Dstan i Khas,’ 
used by the nobles onlj Thpsv two lulls arc still to be seen at Delhi 
Bernier gives a very fine description of them lie sajs “ I must not forget 
the ‘ lam o Khas,' to which you at length arrive, after passing the 
places just mentioned This is really ji noble edifice, it consists 
of a large square court of arcades, not unlike our Pla.e Rojal, with 
this ddfetence, however, that Uw arcades of the ‘ Aanv-o khas’ have no 
buildings over them Lacb arcade is separated by a wall, yet in su^h a 
manner that there is a small door to pass from one to the other Over the 
grand gate, s mated m the middle of one side of this court, is a capacious 
' Divan,’ (raised place) quite open on the side of the court, called ‘Nakar 
khiDth, (Cf Let In tins place which thence derives its name are 

kept the trumpets, or rather the Liutboys and tymbals, which play in concert 
at C£n»ia hours o! the day aod night (Cf Ifindu ‘ Cbo-gvdias'J To the 
ears of a European recently arrived, this must., sounds very strangely, for 
there arc ten or twelve hautboys, and as many lyinbals, which play 
together One of tl e hautboys, called ‘katna’, is a failioni mJ a half in 
length and its lower vperturo cannot Ic less ll m a Ircich foot Ion 
may jud^c, ihcccfcrt, of tlvc soati»„ sound -01111.11 i,»u«s from iht • Makar 
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of g v e rv oag and eacojraged otiser^. After the 
raspectioa of the imperial hc7se» and elephants, at 
elerea o’clock, he illumined (t.c. v ent to) the * Divnn4- 
la thi? place the secretaries reported to hint the 
facts about the newK appointed oficers'and’receivcii from 

j-±rT»r; Oa ssy £i3i invil 1 s sassti eas <0 as to iasajv 
IS ths po'drtr ol ta*‘i tsat 'aiue i3c»c is noi' 
bssri tr n* wii ^’aacre j in tie , pa^tumlarly ivbcn in bed an I 
ahz, cn err urrace mas w sounds in ms cars so’eon, grand an \ 
mmodisas. Tka »a not altftgetlicr lobe svondcred , sines it i» |U\‘cl 
fcy p<rsens lasUacied from infancy m tbe rnle?^ of nelodv, and possesMOt, 
tkesHll of modnlatiag and tuinin^ tke harsh. souad» of the lunlboj an f 
tyshal soastoprodoma ssmphony far from disagreeable ss ben h ardat » 
certain distance. The * nakar khaneh * n ptovod in an eleaatcd situation, 
and remo e from the rojal apartmeot , that ihv king max not bx, annowvf 
by the proxuaitj of this mosic. 

“ Opponte to the grand gate, which supports the ‘nakar khaiieh as j«ii 
cross the court, is a large and magniGccnt hall decanted xxith «.«ral 
rom of pillars, Tchich, as well a»lhc ceiling, axe all painted ini oNkflmi 
with gold The hall i» raised considcrabH from the ground and xtrj aifs , 
being open on the three sides that look into the court In llie ccutn. of thx 
ivall that separates thi. hall from the semgho, and higher from (ho /loo 
than a man can teach, is a xvile and loft} opening, or hrge \xindoxx, xxlu.n 
ihcuiODarch exet) dax, about noou, sitsa)on hu^ throne, xsitli souiu ol 
his sons at his tight and left , vrhilc vuuucks standing about thx. roj d 
{lerson, Rap axvay the flies xvith peicovks’ tail, agitate the air with br^ 
fans. Immediately under the throne is i Mix in\ surrouudxil by silxo 
rails, on -XX hich are assembled the xxhole bodx of Uinaris, the K ijjs, and 
the ambassador^, all standing, their e>cs bent downw'ird, and ihcir hands 
crossed a greater distance horn the throne in. the /if-ins.ibd(r:i oi 

inferior umaras also standing in the same posture of profound rcxcrenxx 
The remainder of the spacious room, and indeed the xvholc court yard urc 
Riled XX itli persons of all ranks, high and loxv, rich and poi-r , because it !■> 
Ill this esiLusive hall that the Ling gives audience indiscnnuuately to all 
Ilia subjects , hence it IS called * Aaro-Kh IS or audience chamber ol higl 
and loxx ” 

hcrnier furt[ er sajs* '* All the petitions held up in the croxxd i sscmbhd 
in the ‘ Aarn*KJia3 are brought to the king ind read m liis f tiring, niul 
the persons concerned being ordered to ippriath art txuniiitd by tit 
'iionarch himself, w'ho often rclrtsscs it t1 instant lie xirnii/i of tl 
Egr evd party,’* 

> Cf N 8 stpr— ’ . 



ife 

him hi8 iindl orders (regarding thcmj They (further) 
related to him important facts and events occurmg in every 
province and considered orders, issued by him regarding 
every’ense, as final These transactions were earned on 
till noon time After this he directed his attention to take 
the special food which was emphaticallv prepared from 
lawful means For strengthening the body, (having) strength 
for prayer, and giving )ustice (to Uis subjects), he took his 
dinner in proportion to the (need for)- maintenance of life 
an the bodv Then he inquired about the eating and 
drinking of those who were maintained by him and of those 
who were daily given food by him, most of whom were 
men of learning and excellence, seekers after knowledge, 
needy and poor persons, orphans, destitute and sick men , 
and he used to recognise most of them with an alcbemy* 
like Sight. (Then) he retired into his special sleeping room 
where he slept (nearly from eleven to one o’clock) !or i 
time with an awakened mind At two o'clock he came 
out from this roonii performed ablution and engaged 
himself in reading the holy Koran After saying the noon 
prayer, with sacred muttenngs on his lips and a rosary in 
hands, he came to the ‘ Asad atfd took his seat 

there There the chief ministers presented themselves 
before him and engaged themselves in representing to and 
producing before him the financial and politic tl questions 
and presented before him petitions to be signed -kt four 
o’clock he returned to the ‘ DivAn-i-Aain At this time 
the registrar and the private secretary presented before 
his august presence, those who were recently appointed (m 
the state setMce) and those \\ho wanted estates His 
Majesty inquired carefully into the personal and ancestral 
qualiOcntions the personal ability and the merit of each of 
them , and then issued orders for assigning posts and fixing 

lu Lit ihc Till tr ll r L vn , a (ovrer to il c palou; 
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siim« of money as * Jaghirs.**^^ After sunset he retired from* 
the ‘ DivAn-i-Aam’, offered evening prayers and (then) 
entered his special private chamber* There were present 
sweeMounged historians, eloquent story*tellers, sweet- 
voiced musicians and numerous travellers. The females 
(were sitting) behind the curtain, (while) the males, in 
front of it. In accordance with the dictates of His 
Majesty’s noblest and highest nature, each of them related 
stories of ancient great personages and kings and spoke 
about the wonders and antiquities of different countries. In 
short, His Majesty passed, till midnight, the hours of day 
and night, in this manner ; and (thus) did justice to life and 
sovereignty (i. c. spent hit time thus). As (my) paternal 
love regarding (my) son is from ‘the heart (i.c. true and 
sincere) and not from the pen (».e. false), I was obliged to 
write and inform (my) dear son what was good and 
valuable. . I have penned what I have been ^able to recall 
to mind this time. Excuse me. 


LETTER Xni. 

Exalted son, Mahammad A’aram, may God protect 
and save you. It seems you ride very fast. (You rode) so 
fast that Saiyad, 3'aur canopy bearer, fell down on the 
ground and (soon) gave up the ghost. When you were 
here before me, you were indifferent and absent-minded. 
You have seen my manner of riding. Why have you acted 
contrary to that ? (Verse) “ Ride slowly and 'gently, but 
don’t ride pompously and fast ; because a thousand dead 
bodies are buried in the ground beneath your feet”. 

LETTER XIV.i 

Blessed son, Mahammad A’azam, may God protect 
and save you. In order to please the most stupid Afazal, 

IX. Estates given trj ‘ mansabdan ' for tbe maintenance of armies for 
the use of the emperor. , 

I. This letter reveal* Auruogrebe’s sence of jastice and his antipathy 
to tyrants. .C(. I.et. Cl.\X anif LXVIII and Cl.If. Aurungzebe * the 
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'you ha\e not dismissed the tvrint, Hasnn Beg ol Chaklsli 
fCtlrA The people there ire lamenting nnci bewailing ind 
ire much distressed The\ sis (verse) “If 5011 will not 
gise us justice, there IS the Dij of Judgment (doomsday) 
for our justice (i c God will judge our cause) .The real 
accountants- record the tyranny of the officers in your and 
my accounts Know welHor compensating these actions 
(of tyranny from Hasan Beg) and enquire into the condi- 
tions of the inhabitants ol that place, otherwise the * jaghir’ 
j will be taken a\ya3 from \ou and a on will haac no 
recompense for the loss 

LETTER XV > 

E:taUed son, I came to know that MustafA ICulli Beg, 
vour pri\ ate secretary, performs your w ork carefully This 
IS sufficient I! you will write to m» for giving an 
additional post to and conferring the title of a *K!hm' on 
him, I will favour him with them An honest man is like 
unalloyed gold (Couplet) “Human beings are found 
every where m this world, but their essence (» c honesty) is 
found aery rarelv(t« there are many men m this world 
but honest men arc aery few) ’ One day, the late Sa’ad 
AllAh KhAn", after being disengaged from prayer, raised 

mam ocean o{ justice ’ (Ottn^lonJ Khaft Klian calls him a * mild and 
pamstaUmg judge easj of ipproach, and of minner ’ Aurungsebe 

pcnonally administered justice to his people He did not connive at ilki^al 
extortion or the oppression of tl c poor 

- Tao ingels >\ho watch and record tie actions of eserj man ind 
svho are supposed to be mstsihls sitting on both the sho ilders of eicl mit 
( 1 Mohemidan belief ) 

I Tins letter i1 esvstl at Auningnbe losed honest men ind I bed to era 
ploj tl em in 1 is sen ice ind rennrJed them for the r 1 onesU Cf Let \ WVI 
'iom where he compla ns if if honest men were sen scarce in hii time 
Cf III IM andL\\\ 

5 Slid Mlih kl nn \11 mtortahl imi wasan able mimsicr cfShal 
lehm milts eni tic 1 ‘ Jimlat 1 M IL ' He was a Hind i consert and 
the most upri"! t sntesraiii of I is -ige Bernier calls him ‘ ihe most ae« 
comp! shed statesnnn ol As a He took part with the prince Anrnncrebr 
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Up his hands, for a long time, asking for blessings (from 
God). One of the impudent courtiers asked (him), ** What 
is jour wish ?■” He replied, "(I pray) to be an honest 
man”. Trulj, he gave a ( very ) good reply. Though the 
quality of honesty and sincerity, bestowed by the High God 
upon (e\ery) human beihg, is natural (in him from his very 
birth), it requires (the help of) encouragement and reward 
from the master, so that the servant may live in a 
comfortable condition and m proportion to his condition he 
may be free from any anxiety with regard to his livelihood, 
and consequently worldlj’ needs will not corrupt his faith. 
(Verse) “ Because a happy and contented ser\ant works 
more,” 


LETTER Xyi. . 

Exalted son, jou have requested me to give a 
i-Mariteb’^ to Nasrat Jang-. Though it is not a rule to 
give it to an inferior to a * Sesh-Hazari’-, I give it to him 

m the tcige of BalLh (1646) and o( Kandahar (16^3.1651} Shah Jehan aeiit 
him to Chfcor in order to detnohih tls fort and to poaish the Rana, Jagat 
Singh, ihe father of Raja Jai Singh (165}) He was murdered at the insuga- 
(lon of Dora m 16^5 He was also a good scholar ; hence he was called 
'Allimi’ (learned) He was the ]>altoD of Abdul Hamid Lahori^ the 
lothor of ' Badshtih Nameh a history of the first twenty }ears of Shah 
Jehan 's reign Aurnngrebe refers to him in these letters as a model daring 
the long reign of Shah Jehan Cf Let LU 

I. The Order of the Fish, 3 title conferred on princes or other members 
of the rojal famtb. Itsiasalsoa Lind of banner with the fignte of the 
full and other insignia (two balls), carried as an ensign upon an elephant bj 
1 prince or a member of the royal fimilv 

7. A soh of Asad Khan, othernise known as Zul Fikar Khan, and a 
bnv-e general of Aurangzebe Cf. Let. XCII, C\X,\V, CLX to CLXIV. 

3 A militars title gnen (o princes in the time of the Alogols and 
introduced b> Akfiar. It was gisen to that member of the royal family 
who commanded *17 Ifcouiflud <oldiers Princes who commanded soldiers 
numbering from 6000 to loooo were called *sesh Karan ‘ haft-hazari % 
*dah-Karan*, and so on Those who coniii)anded an arms of 5000 men, 
or less than 5000, i.e, from 1000 to 5000, were called * panj harari ’. 
‘ chchar-Kiriri and so on The<e latter titles were given tn nohles and 
gmnjees. Cf I . t\ . 
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as he has accomplished your two important affairs and ^Iso 
to please you. He will get one of the * Mahi-i-Mariitebs* 
which have been brought (here)» and thank (us) for this 
gr^at gift which is above dignity. 

The term ‘ Amir of 5000’ did not imply actual postession of 5000 
horsemen, though it meant so originally ; an ‘ Amir ' of 5000 sometimes was 
ordered to Leep only 500 horse ; the rest was on paper only. The ‘ Minsab-- 
dars’ of too upto lOQO were low persona raised to dignity by the emperor 
who gave them lands far the horse they maintained for him. ** The Umaras 
mostly consist of adventurers from different nations , and are generally persons 
of low descent, some having been ongmaiiy slaves, and the majority being 
destitute of education The Mogul raises them to dignities, or degrades 
them to obscurity, according to his own pleasure and caprice, some of the 
Umaras have the title of hazary, or lord of a thousand horse ; some, of do- 
hazary, lord of two thousand horse, some of deh-hazary, lord of ten thousand 
horse , and sometimes an Umara has the title of doaedeh-hazary, lord of 
twelve thousand horse, as was the case with the hmg's eldest son Theit 
pay is proportionate, not to theWmber of men, but to thenumber of hones» 
and ttso horses are generally allowed to one cavalier" Bernier, Somc' 
times seme ‘jaghirs ’ are assigned tosom&of the Umaras for the payment of 
thnrialary. The Umaras are the 'pillars of the empire*. "Mansabdan 
arc horsemen with * maasab * pay which is \ peculiar pay, both honourable 
and consideable, not equal to that of the Umaras, bat much greater than 
the common pay. Hence they are loolced on as petty Umaras They ae« 
knowledge no other chief but the king." Benner. 

“ The whole of the army, from the Umara to the pnvate soldier, it paid 
every two months ; for ths king’s pay is the only means of snstenaned " 
Bernier. 

“For this cause did His Majesty (« «. Akbar) establish the ranks of 
mansabdars (officeis), from \he * dah-bashi ' (commander of ten) to the * dah' 
hazin\(commander of ten thou*and), limiting, hosieser, all commands 
above hie thousand, to h>s august sons The number of msnsabs is sixty" 
Six". Ain-l-Akbaii. 

‘ ranj’hazari-i'zat.i.sih-hazar sawar ’=3 commander of 5000, 'personally, 
and in actual command of 3000 casaliy * ' 

, * Panj-hazari, panj-hazar sawdr*i.du.a$peh>sih>aspeh=a commander of 

5000 contingent 5000 cavalry, with two horsi.s, with three horses 

A troope' is called ‘ du^aspeh i( he has two horses, and ‘ sth-aspeh', if 
three, in order to charge horses during 'eigbirs’ or forced marches. The 
higher * mansabdars ’ were mostly governors of subsU (provinces) Akbar*# 
Mansabdars had larger contingents, especially more horses, than the Man« 
»sbdars of the following reigns* during which the brevet yanks (sat) were 
multiplied The monthly salaries of the Mansabdars varied from Rs, 60000 
to Rs too 



' ' ' 'LETTER XVIli 

Exalted son, Mir Khan,i the superintendent of the 
provinces belonging to your army, refuses to govern the 
district of ‘ Sakra* and wants another district m return /or 
it We have small sum of money and many have a demand 
for this (i c we have got a few provinces and there are 
many persons demanding them) The flesh and bones 
should be distributed equally There is no possibility of 
getting a substitute for ‘ Sakra’. You should write to him 
to find out the difference between the two sums of moricj, 
produced by^the district of'*Sakru’ and by the other 
district which he wants in return for * Sakra’ , and I will 
pay that difference to him m money 


■' 1686 LETTER XVJII 

Happy sun, Maliammad A’a^am, may God protect 
and save jou I came to know from the events (tliat have 
happened) in the province of Malwa,^ that the blind*mmded® 
Pahar Singh, through lits great pride and haughtiness, 
became the source of sedition and rebellion and raised the 
standard of rebellion against (us) , (but) he was killed by 
Taluk Chand®, the assistant to (my) dear and fortunate son 
(»e. A’azam)s minister, and entered hell*. Thank God 

1 Minister to Prince V’azam He was appomteU go^emo^ of 
Burbanpur, in i68(j His name ivas ebanseJ into Amir Khan by Aurungzcbc 
in -who;.!, court he was a noblt Ihen. were many men 111 \urnngrubc’s 
coi rt bearing th s nami. Cf Let CLV\ III and XC 1 \ 

I Cf Let XI 

. Another instance u( Auru gzebi. s fa laticisin will regard to the 
Hindis Cf Let If, L\V and CVIH 

j D puty u n ster to A azat 1 win L lied with an arrow Tahar bingh 
tjurVel m 1 o I ad rebelled nenr Ujjan 1686 Fortlis service Taluk Chand 
Mas 1 onoured with tl c title of ItaiRajanand given a robe (f honour bj 
\urungzebc. In Maas ii Mamgiriie 1$ named Maluk Claud ivbere tho 
author saj s he m as j,iven the t tic of * 1 aft sadt * 

4. \s be ng an infidel Iltndli— a furti er evidence of Auriii grebe a bigot 
r) Cf son»ei\ hat similar words in touitCUon with bl ivaji 5 death used 
Khaf KIai-~I\ far bah jahnainrvfl’ ir tlw, mfidcl (Shiiaj ) n cut to hell 
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under anj circumstance. (Couplet) ■“ I sacrifice 
before Thee, O God, for Thy favour to me.” Truly, the 
accomplishment of this affair is through your generous 
encouragement (to servants) , because you make the state 
servants do government affairs by encouraging and patronis- 
ing them. For this I congratulate you and send you a 
necklace® of pearls worth Rs. 50000 *’ As this Hindu ( i c 
Taluk Chand) has verified the proverb that ‘ the sparrow 
( i,e. Taluk Chand being a Bania or Mivrwari ) has bravely 
killed the hawk (te. Pahar Singh being a Rajput)’ I 
exalt him by giving him a personal (not hereditary) title 
of * Pan-Sadi'f a hundred cavabers, a (Hindu) title of 
‘Rao’,® a robe of honour <t sword and a horse You should 
also favour him, who has distinguished him«elf among his 
equals, by sending him a letter of encomium &nd praise and 
assigning him the independent governorship of a province, 
so that dther servants may be induced to render good 
service in the expectation of a reward. 

i70:j LETTER XIX^ 

Exalted son, may God protect you. To take away the 


^ Ti e v\ ord for j ncfiklao. in tUc lest is * Mala *, an Indian ord, tl <■ 
I ewisn cquivaUnt for ■which ts ‘ hat ’ 

(1 “Tie Kupce is lonnd, and weighs cleven.and one hvli ‘ Mash is’ (i* 
Mash IS being one tola) It was first sntrodaced in the timer of Slier Klian 
It Tv-is perfected during this (Akbjr’s) re gn, and received ,a new sui jp, on 
one Side * Ml ihu Akbar, jall^ jalalihu , and on the other the date A! 
lliough the mvrket price IS somelim s luon. or less than forty *dams*, jel 
this value IS always set upon It in tlie payi cut of salaries “. Ami Vkban 
\oA\r at the present limt one lop eisc^nalto sivtcen ‘annas’ and fif- 
teen rupees iTuke one English | omid 
7. Cf Let i\ 

S \ Sanskrit word, meaning I 1 mg , son ething hke 'Kaja* Uiu 
md Uaja are ehmolog rally the sum. but different in signification Cf 
* Rao Sahib ’, and ' Rao Bahadur ’ 

I “ Certain passages in \i rnngzcbe’a letters to princu A'uani (ir 
tills letter and letl'T XX>' n ) I htjj vicer*^ of Gujarat ( lyo^j lyoj ), he 
how ke”! and shrewd an -'e csl Ih- monarch mai-tainj-d in tic 

govi^rnment cf his rivCrovs ” • 
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‘ f jujdarship o( Soralh^ from Fateh Jang Khau of the Biili* 
tribe and to give It to the superintendent of the palace? 
is like breaking a sound bottle with one’s own hand (t.c. will 
-spoil the matter ).,In the province of Gujarat, thoBili tribe 
have great respect and pride for the military profession. 
►To -give the ‘ foujdarship ' of that province to others 

, 2 . « In the same way that Hi* Majesty (i.f. Akbar), /or the prosperity 

of the empire, has appointed a commander of the forces for each province, 
"so by his rectitude oE.judsment and wise statesmanship he apportions several 
* paragaaahs ’ (districts) to the <farc of one of his frosty, jnst and discingaished 
sersants,. appreciative of what » eqnitabte, an J fatihful to his' engagements; 
andlum the}’ style by the above name (i.r. taajdar). As a subordinate and 
assistant he holds the first place. Shonid a euUis’ator or a collector of the 
crown lands, or an assignee of government estates prove rebellions, he should 
Induce him to submit by fair words, and if this ftil, he shall take the svritten 
evidence of the principal oOicers and proceed to chastise him, ^Vllen he has 
captured the rebel camp, he mast observe equity in the division of the spoil 
and reserve a fifth for the royal exchequer. Ho shonid constantly inspect 
the horses and accontrements o! the troops.” Aln-i-Akbari. 

” His Majesty (Akbar) has appointed a soperlnlendent ever every troop 
of ten, twenty, and thirty elephants. Such a troop is called a ' halquah ’ ; tliu 
superintendent is called * fanjdar *. His bnstness is to look after the condition 
and the tralnlog of the elephants**. ” Thus the ‘ faojdars * were more on the 
footing of feudatories than the * j/ghirdars * Ain-i-Akbari. 

3. A district in Kathiawar, under the rule 'of the Moguls. It is also 
the name of the whole peninsula of Kathiawar itself which is situated on the 
west of Gujarat. Sorath is the corrupted form of Sanskrit * Saur-rJshlra, ’ 
country of the Saiirs. It was here in DwjrLa that the celebrated Krishna of 
the Hindus died. Not the whole of Kathiawar but only a part of it belonged 
to the Moguls. Now the whole of Kathiawar is native. Sorath was assigned 
as a personal estate to Prince A*azani. i68<t. 

Bill or Babi, a w'ar-like A^lian tube of Kathiawar, rose into great 
Importance in the time of the Mognis, esperially of Aurongzebe. The well- 
known Safdar Khan belonged to this tribe. 

5. A title applied to a person, called ‘ vajir ’ (or vizier], who has in his 
charge the affairs of the palace In contradistinction to that applied to a 
person, called * divan’, who has hi his charge the afblrs of the country. 
These titles are still in use in the native states of Kathiawar. 

6. In 1669 he w'as appointed laujdir of Muttra II plate of Sat Ali glan 
Khan. ror'panj'hazaruns’jSceLct.XVL > 

4 • ’ . 
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save this tribe is far from wisdom. 1 be ‘ Pauj-Razariaijs 
like Hasan Ah Khi^n,® son of AIi Vardi Khan,’ and Saf 
Shekan Khan® and others, had been appointed to the ‘ lauj- 
datship ’ of Sorath m order to manage it. It will be desir- 
able if your superintendents folloiv the footsteps of the 
deceased Shuja’ at Khan®. Otherwise as this is the pro- 
vince ol Gujarat, may God forbid, there wiW be disorder 
and confusion’® It will take a long time to restore peace 

and order there Other things depend upon your choice. 
(Couplet) “ I wou’t tell you not to do this and to do that, 
listen to advice which will render your work easy May 
your end terminate m safety (i c All’s well that ends well)* 

. LETTER XX > 

Exalted son, through the representations of the spies 
I havreome to know that the royal road between Bab'idar 
p’ir* and Khujasteh-biamAd® is not free from danger. 
Highwaymen rob the merchants^ and travellers of their 
goods. Wayfares cannot travel m security When such 
robbery takes place near the quarters of your and mv 
armies (at AhmedAb wd and BUrhftnpor), woe to the condi 
tion of distant roads ' It seems that the reporters® do not 

•j [< Ain-\n AUah, 'who wa» appOinVed la'oidar oJ the vscinily of 
Akturabid »n 1669 

8 Hu original Rsme tvas Shuja* at Khaa who icceived the title of Sal 
Sliekan Khan in 1685 In t 6 Sy he was appo nted superintendent of ariiHcry 
In the samcyoir be was imprtsoocJ forqoarrelliag withjriru* Jaiio, duriu„ 
ihc % egc of Haiderahid Bat after a t nve he wa^ relcwcl 

9 Cf Let CWII lie died in 170J at Ahmedabad. 

10 Here Anrungrebe eahibiU a misiakcn noton about the ptopK 0/ 
(juprat who art generally milder and less latbalcat than tho»i. of ll v olher 
parts ol India 

I T 1 is letter is a ioriher icstitnony of Auxungrebe's anxiety for tlic 
welfare of Ins subjects Cf Let \ II IIiscI lel atm scenjs to hue beet* to 
maintain order and peace among ihem and to suppress robbery at d sedition 

S AtK-U townnear Luthanpur, w Khandesh, plundered by Kimbhaji 
(iCSi). TlicrcisaflolLcr small lowmollJtaame name nuirLeuarcs, in tin. 
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fumish you witli true account. Carelessness and indiffer- 
ence are contrary to the way of kingship and sovereignty, 
(Now) you should appoint new reporters and give them 
warning and punish the former ones. Prepare an army to 
extirpate these ruffians and to free the royal road from the 
machinations of these loafers. How long wili yon allow 
tliis shameful mismanagement to go on ? (Couplet) “ I 
don't ask you either to suffer a loss or to gain an advant- 
age. O You ! who are losing an opportunity, whatever 
you want to do, do it soon (i.e. don't lose the opportunity 
of doing a thing).” May you be happy. 


LETTER XXL 

Dear and glorious son, a white water pot, of Chinese 
make and of good material, which is now very rare, and a 
* kachakrd chair, were presented to me. I ha\ c sent’thcse 
two things to (you), my dear son. You should thank me 
for these two rarities ; and, in return for these, send me a 

United Provinces, where Sbojn was defeated hy Raja Jai Smgh who was 
sent by Dara against him, in 1659. There is a third town of the same name 
In Gujarat near Daroda. 

3. /.«• Aurungabad, a town in If.H. the Nizam’s dominion, founded in 
1610 by Malik Ambar of the Deccan. Its original name was Khlrkee, When 
for the second time Aninngxebe was -viceroy oi die Deccan he called it An- 
ningabaJ (Aurungrebe’s City) after his own name and made it the seat of his 
government. 1630. It Iif. means * (of) a happy foundation,’ 

4. The word for merchants in the Persian teat is ‘ beparian an Indian 
term, a Pers. equivalent for which is *saada{^ran.* 

5. “ His Majesty (1 e. Akbar) has appointed fourteen zealous, espcrienc. 
ed, and impartial clerks, two of whom do daily duty in rotation, so that the 
turn of each comei after a fortnight. Their duty is w write down the orders 
and the doings of II. M, and whatever ihe heads of the departments report.” 
Ala.i-Akbari, FiomMTcral places in the * Tozuh-l-]ehangiri ave see that 
theDakhshis of the Subabs often held the post of ‘ vakeh navis ’ (recorder or 
reporter) a t the same time. Cf. I.et. XXVH. 

t. An Indian or ord for a snbstance made of the shell of 1 tortoise. 

2 Gf.Ul.I'C. 
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basket full of mangoes,- without minding what has already 
happened. 


LETTER XXn. 

Exalted son, I remember that one day I paid a visit to 
Miyan Abdul Latif’ — may Ills tomb be sanctified. During 
the conversation, I said, “ If you permit me I will fix (the 
income of) some villages of the Kaharkun^ district for 
(defraying) the expenses of the monastery ", He recited, 
with his holy tongue, these two hemestichs : “ I am placed 
under an obligation when the king grants me villages ; but 
I am not under an obligation when God gives me food 
I replied, “ It is so ; but I join the service of the mendi- 
cants and pious men, for the good and welfare of this world, 
for my own happiness, and for the fulfilment of (my) prayer 
for the increase of happiness and fortune, and not for putt- 
ing them under any obligation The Miydn said, " Truly, 
the intention of the mind is good, if It is from the very 
bottom of the heart. Receive only half of the revenue 
which you now obtain from your subjects (peasants) and 
take less than even half from the hard-working and helpless 
peasants,^ Fix monthly allowances on the mendicants, 
who put faith in God, who do not beg, and live in deserts. 
Administer justice (carefully) to the oppressed in such a 
way that no one will be deprived of his right. Don’t allow 
the weak to be oppressed by tbe tyrants, (Then) you will 


1. Sheikh Abdul Latif, a Mohemadan saiot of Burhanpnr, who lived in 
the lime of Anrungzebe. He wa* a contemporary of Sheikh Buthan, the 
iounder oi Burhanpor, Aurun^be bad gmt faith in him. He was a strict 
follower of Islam and did not like mnsic like the emperor. Sheikh Buthan 
was lery proud olhim and nsed to say that he thanked God that his con. 
temporary was so pious and religions ‘Miyan’ is a Hindustani title of 
respect generally applied to the hfohemadans. Cf Let. CLXXIX and XCII 

2. J e. llahargaon, : (. Bijagath, a tows and district between the Nar- 
budda and the Tipti, about Co miles N. W. of Burhanpur. 
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seejncrense in your happiness Immediately these ‘words 
of the Miyiin reminded me of the complaints of the mliabi-: 
tants ol Chakleh KiirA,-* and so involuntarily I wrote this 
letter to yon. May you be happy. 


1704. LETTER XXIII.^ 

Exalted son, the artillery and palace superintendent^, 
has been appointed (by you) the police officer of Navdh® of 
Ahmeddbdd.^ He appoints his vuIture-Hke (i c. bribe-receiv- 
ing) relatives and friends to * patelships The complainants 
against the power of the above-mentioned superintendent 
do not get admittance into your court. Robbers and vaga- 

3, Aurnngsebe seems to Mse approved of and acted accordiag (0 tlie 
advice given by the Miyan. 

4. Cf.Let..\lV. 

Si This IcUet Is a fntthet evidence of Ansungicbe’s tense of Intlleo to- 
wards his subjects and hts care for their -n’elfare. "On another day of the 
weeh he (Aarnagzebe) devotes two hours to hear in private the petitions of 
ten persons, selected ftoEi the lower orders, and presented to the king by a 
good and rich old man. Nor does he fall to attend the justice chamber, 
called ‘ adalat thaneh on another day of the week, attended by the two 
principal cadis, or chief justice?. It is evident, therefore, that barbarous as 
we are apt to consider the sovereigns of Asia, they are not always unmindful 
of the justice that is due to their subjects Bernier. 

“ He (Aurungzehel appears two or three times everyday in his court of 
audience with a pleasing countenance and mild look, to dispense justice to 
complainants who come in sombers without any liindrancc, and as he listens 
them with great attention, they make their representations without any fear 
or hesitatloD, and obtain redress from his Impartiality ". (Mir-At.i-Alam). 

Khafi Khan says t^at Animngzebe was a very just king, 

2. f.e.JVman Allah Beg. CLLet.XXXVU. 

3. Possibly it might be Navanagar, a town In Kathiawar, annexed to 
Gujarat by Kutbudin, viceroy of Gnjarat, and named Islamabad, 1664. 

4. A district and large town in Gojarat. This city stands on the 
Sabarmati and was founded in 1410 ly Ahmed Shah I of Gujarat. It was the 
capital of the Mohemadan kings of Gnjarat. Afterwards it became the seat 
of the Mogul got ernors of Gnjarat. Now it is a centre of many Industries, 
esp., cotton. 



30 


bojids have become the companions oi his son.inJaw vho 
afflict God’s people (our subjects). I wonder what answer 
we shall gjve on the day of pwlgmcnt.’’ The Holy and 
High God IS just. If we appoint a tyrant (to a post), every 
act of oppression perpetrated by the oppressor appointed 
byusisjust. It is we who allow oppression hy gi%ing 
power to tyrants and withholding justice from the oppress* 
ed. (Couplet) “ Wheat grows from wheat, and barley, 
from barley , don’t be indifferent about the rew.ard of (your) 
action (» c. as you sow, so shall you reap) ' 


LETTER XXIV 

Exalted son, how long \mH the old lady UUe ZtlhedeU 
Ednti^ remain m a miserable plight ^ She has a claim on 
you and me. Her grandsons suffered purtishment for their 
actions. Her rights should not be disregarded. You 
will remember how one day when the elephant of 


“ The latter (k AlmcUabad) is a noble city m 1 hi^h state ol pro* 
ipenty For the pleasaotness of lU climate and its display oi the choiceit 
productions of the wbole globe It is almost nnrii-alled. It has two forts, 
The city contain* xooo stone mosques, each having mo minarets and rare 
inscriptions AinM.Akbaru 

The Moliemadan historians, bspeciallj of Gujarat, call it ‘The Orna- 
ment of Cities ’. 

5 Headships of Milages The word m the text is ‘ tlianejat an Indian 
word with the Persian plural. ‘Thwa’or ‘ lhaneh ’ Iilcrall} means® garri- 
son , but it also means the ‘military post at which the inferior revenue 
olTicers ore stationed to protect the country , aid the pohce, and collect the 
revenue, whether the station be a fort or an open village ’ 

6 Here Aurungsebe reveal* himself as a God (earing and religious man. 
Cl Let JiWIII Auruagzebc was a Puntan tn religious views and mij be 
eomparedwith Cromwell, h» English contempoiarj He was a devout 
Mohemadan, a strict Sunni, and a tine Muslim Etcept the performance of 
the pilgrimage he practised slnclly all the religious tenets and be! els 

I A foster mother of A'amm Cf Let CLWIX. 

3 He tool pari 111 tl e siege of Hijajur Iv Raja Jii S i)"li iCfO 
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Faicli Jang Khdn- nuiclc an attack upon 'you, Mir BadhtJ-^ 
displayed bravery like Rustam*. He restrained the elephant 
from fury. ‘ (But) he did not accept a robe of honour granted 
by me (and saifi), “ I have done ray duty as a man born in 
this house ; and why should I accept wages (i.e. the robe of 
honour) for this ? ” For the sake of God and for. my sake,* 
eradicate the old (feeling of) revenge from (youc) heart. 
Favour this old lady who has no kind man except you to 
shew kindness (to her). (Couplet) ** Increase your kindness 
to the old members of your family, because those favoured 
by you will never prove faithless/’ 

LETTER XXV. 

Exalted son, the letter of A’atimad fCJinn^ is not a re- 
velation that it should be acted upon per force. After the • 
necessary inquiry an order will be issued, 

^LETTER XXVI. 

Exalted son, one day Sa’ad Allah Khjin^ came late in ^ 
His Majesty (Shdh Jehdn)’s presence. H. M. asked the 
cause. He replied, “ I was reading some passages from a 
book and copying them down in order to shew them to 
Your Majesty. .(They are here, as follow). ‘ The stability 
of the foundation of sovereignty depends upon justice. A 
kingdom and property increase through bravery and cha- 

3. A 90U of Z3.hed«U Baou. C(. L«t. XLV. This event is men- 

tioned by ihe aultior of Alaasif.i.Alaiiigiri. But he docs not mention the 
name o{ Ma Badhn >vho aved the life oi A’atam. 

A famous hcfo oi ancient Persia, well known for his ettraordmary 
slreiisth. He pcrlofnted seven exploits m one of svliich he fought with the' 
White Demon and killed him. Unknowingly he fought with his own son 
Sohrab and killed him. lie was a son of Zal. Uakhsli was his fivourilc 
charger who died with his master. His fight with the Persian AsEsndiar is 
well known He may be compared with the Greek Hercules and the Indian 
Bhim. Kustam literally means, in Persian, ‘ I escaped itiom the throes)’, 
words uttered by RQdabch, Rustom’s mother, immediately she gave birth to 
her son and was relieved from the pains of childbirth. 

I. Superintendent (MStsadi) of the port of Sucat, entitled Mulla Tahir. 
He was a friend and companion of Shuju’at Khan-i-Lphani of Ahmedabad*. 
He was niuch respected by Aoningzcbc who nude luiu a. ‘dodiazari.’ In 
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rity,3 You should keep company wtlh the wise and* the 
learned and avoid the company of fools. It is a si/’n of 
wisdom to act accordinj’ to one’s conviction and to remain 
firm in the midst of hardships. You shouW not be deficient 
in worldly affairs (or duties) and should be pleased with 
your contrivance. One should thank God for the destiny 
of the permanency of his family. Shew merej to the 
orphans. If you desire that you should never be in need, 
fulCI the desires of the needy. The execution of state 
affairs depends upon the advice and counsel of ministers. 
Conquest and MCtory depend upon the blessings of the 
mendicants. If you want to have sound health, pray (to 
God) for the remedying of the diseases of the sick. If >ou 
wish to have forgiveness for your crimes from God, first 
pardon the crimes of other criminals His Majesty was 
was much pleased and kissed the forehead of the deceased 
Khiln. At the end of the day (f e. in evening) he presented 
the above-mentioned Khilo some MahmUdi^ bundles, cm- 
broidered in gold and of one colour. 1 thought that I 
should not enjoy the benefit of these maxims alone, conse- 
quently I wrote these things for m\ dear son. May the 
grace of God be with your actions in order to enable you 
to follow these instructions. 

1695 he was ordered by Aurun^ebe to join Sai} a J Yukut Klien o! Janjira 
ind to attack *ind Capture Bcmbiy, a fort o( the English who had plondcr. 
cd ihv royal ship ‘ Ganj Si>ai ’ near Sural. But meanwhile the English 
made humiliating terms with the emperor and thus Bombay was saved. 
Afterwards the Khan was made •Unan’ (minister) of Ahmedabad. lie 
had a brother named Aka M-ihamm 7 cman who quarrelled wiih him and 
never saw the face of bis brother A’attmad KInn till his death He died 
in x6()8 { and his son Muhammad Mubsin was mido minister (of Ahmed- 
nbad) IIis original name was Amanat Khan and he was honoured with the 
title of A’alimad Khan in 1690 C I Let. \LI/ 

1. C. f Let XV, X\XIV and CUV. 

3 II IS a gLucral belief that God increases one’s wcallh as one gives 
away more and more of it in chanty, 

3, A kind of cloth introduced by MiUmud of Charm The word for a 
bundle in lliL iLxt ts * than an Indian word, its I’cfsnn tijuii-alcnl btin" 
* takcii *. 
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LE'n'ER xxvir.' 

, Happy son, Mahammad A’azam, may God protect 
and save you. It seems ^hat the son of the superintendent 
of your palace gambles in the drummery.^ Alas 1 alas I 
notwithstanding your claim to sovereignty (after my death) 
you shew so much indifference and carelessness.” Why do 
the reporters^ not supply you with information ? They 
must be screening their friend (the son of the superinten- 
dent). Appoint new reporters and warn them against this. 


LETTER XXVin.v 

Exalted son, it seems that you passed one month in 
shooting cranes Jiear the river Tal.- Though hunting^ a is 

1. The ^^or(] in (he tcTt is * Nak.sr khaokti’, -m JoJian (crm. It is 
the pUu! where a <Irutn is beaten five (lines a Jay. Cf. Let. XII. n. b. 
"Formerly the band played four 'f'harii* (chogadias) before ihc kOtniiienccnient 
of the nlglit, and likewise four 'gharis* before daybreak ; now they play 
first at midnighf, 'when the sun cooimeoccs his ascent, and the second time 
atda^^o”., Ain«i>Akbar'i. 

3. Here AufuQgo.be scctns to consider A’azam his successor though he 
MBS his third son. Ife loscd him mor<^ than his other sons, and therefore he 
seems to entertain this desire. Cl. Let. XLI and LXVH. 

3. The word for reporters in the lc*l is ‘harkarha’, an Indian word 
Itoriginaily means men employed by incrcliaiits for supplying ihciii with 
inloriiialion ; then, it came to mean spies. Here it is used fur reporters. 
" Anrung7cbe appointed ofhcial reporters oho informed him of all ih it 
went on in the most dislmt as well as the nearest districts and o ho were 
a check, upon the local officiaV. "It is true that the Great Mogul sends 
•V’akea Navis’ to the sariotis prosmeesj that is, persons whose business 
It is to communicate esery event that takes place ; but there is generally 
amlticsuip Jtv.vtvfp .shse- o»ffisasr .nnd .vK" goviainri', sir rthiv 
their presence seldom restrains the tyranny exercised over the unhappy 
people".* Bernier. Cf Let. XX. ' 

I. From this it seems that A’azatn was ol an idle nature and did 
not pay much attention to state affairs. Cf. Let. XII &. CVI. This further 
proves that Aurungrebe was alnays busy and liked to immge all 
gofemment affairs hlmscll (tbrongh distmst?). 

Tdl orTali,a riser in I.haiidesli auti m L’crar. 

3. Cl, L^t. xir. 

is 




ai 

an occupation which gives pleasure and delicious food, 'yet 
it is more pleasant when indulged in after being disengaged 
from the execution of important affairs, to do which is your 
bounden duty ; chiefly (after being disengaged from) per- 
forming the rights of sovereignty, which, according to 
religion and custom, should be done properly. The res- 
ponsibilities of these (rights of sovereignty) are enjoined by 
reliable traditions, well-known histories and other works. 
They should be given priority to all other duties. If you 
arc convinced of the execution of the affairs of one district, 
why don't you engage yourself in the management of the 
affairs of Khan Jehiln, A'akel Khiln, ShtJjii’at Khan, and 
Muhammad Beg ’ * You (like) the pleasure of game while 
I enjoy myself in conquering fortresses and subduing rebels. 
Alas 1 what will be your position m this life and m the life 
after? (Couplet) “ Tlicre arc many who advise others, 
In this world} but there are cry few who ad\isc them- 
seUes.*' l.ife passes away in vain and wc can do nothing. 
Wiat answer shall we give to God after death? (Verse) 
“ O God I have mercy upon our condition." ’ 


if. Tilts stiows that Aurun-^i.bc u»cJ to >nlcrli,rc m the alUTts ul Ins 
ulficcn and subordinates (hrou-li suspcion nnd distrust. 

Khan Jehan lUKadurZalar Janj KoValtash, a foster-brother ol Aurunj'rebe 
anda^cat nobteniamn the imperial court, his original namchein-MirMaliW 
Husain. In 1673 he ivas sent to the IVccan as governor. Ilk began to rebuild 
the fortress ol burat against Shnaji llcwts sent against Abul Hasan, fast 
tingo/Gohonda. fn 1671 \urun,.<ei)C raiKd him from the rant, of 700 horse 
lo that of 7000 and conferred upon him the title ol Klian Jehan flahadur 
/afar Jang. In 1691 he «as appointed gosernor of vMlahabid In the 
same jear he ssas made gosernor ol the I'unjab. He died in lC'97. 
\urun-rebe ssas grcaily o^enJeJ ssilh him for Ins inaciiS liy and failure in 
«ar. He toot part in ihc Deccan War, He seems to be ihe author of 
•Tanth-i- \isam’ (History of Assam). MIedidnot file much taltfng* He 
ofitn rcktlred bribes from the ^bllratUs. Cf. Let. XCH, C\XMI and 
CWXIV. For A’atcl Khan, Cf tel CI.\\H| for Shi.ja’tt I hsn, Cf 
let CXMfl and for ^tu' au uuJ Ci I cl. X\\tL 
5. Cf ut XMll. 
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, , , LETTER XXIX. 

Exalted son, though the young son (A’azam) does not 

love the -old. lather, the old father loves the^ young son. 
(Verse) “ Come?and remove the mountain of grief (t.e., ex- 
cessive grief) from our hearts.’* 


> LETTER XXX. 

- Exalted son, Muhammad Anwar the merchant has no 
ability to manage the affairs of the sea-ports of AsU. 
From this it appears that .notwithstanding (your) perfect 
wisdom, sagacity, and deep consideration, you have 
appointed a thief to keep watch (which is absurd). You 
should not issue such a foolish order in future. 

1704. LETTER XXXI. 

Exalted son, the town of Duhad,^ situated in a district 
of Gujarat, is the birthplace of this sinner, full of sins (1 .e, 
Aurungzebe himself). You should learn to shew proper 
kindness* to the inhabitants of this town.® You should 
shew favour to Pit Mankhd,* who has been the police 
officer of this town for a long time, and should keep him in 
his own post. For PIr MankhsV’s sake, you should not listen 
to the slander of the selfish, for whom it may be said that 
* in their heart there is a disease (of hypocrisy) which God 
increases.’ * (Verse) “ A king must possess one general 
eye'for ’shewing favour to the weak, and one special eye 
for shewing favour to some favourites (le., a king should 
shew his kindness and favour, generally to the weak and 
especially to his favourites).” 

1. Or Dahod, a town in Gnjatat, between Baroda and Ujjaio, on the 
borders of Gujarat and Maha, birthplace of Anrungeebe, Cf Let. 
LVllL Aurungzebe -n-as born here (1618) -nhen Shah Jehan, lits father, was 
governor of the Deccan, in the time of Jehangir. “liie date of his birth 
maybe found from the Persian phfase • VIlab-i-Alamtab’ (the world shining 
sun), 1. e. lOaS \ H., i. ». idiSA. D 

2. Here Aurungrebe seems to shea liis narron-mtndedness. 

3. CLLet. LVIII. 

' Apassageln the Koran ahoat htpocrisy. 



no 


170^ ixrrnR xxxn. 

Exalted son, Muhammad BegJ jour servant, deserted 
and went over to tlie misled and miserable enemy. It is 
said about him that he has been descended 'from the tribe 
of Mtl'atemad Khun,* the minister of the Deccan. He 
(Muhammad He;*) was jour minister and private secretary. 
Undoubtedi) the new servants bore malice and spite a;*ainst 
the old one (1 e , Muhammad He}*). You should recall this dc' 
sertcrand send him to me The bad property should be at* 
tached to the beard of its master (1 r . Muhammad Deg should 
be surrendered to me) Otherwise you should write (to me) 
that after hem^ informed of Ins condition, he may be 
called. 


1704 l.l.TTPR XXXllI. 

\ allied son, the bones of Shvy)u*at Khun Muhammad 
Beg* are not yet rotten (re, be died only a short while 
ago). The rights of Shfiya’at Khun*«i service should not l>e 
overlooked. He has two survivors, two sous*in*law and 
one adopted son.- Why have yon ilivmissed these heirs of 
ShUj I’at Klun for (their) slight oKence, the truth or untruth 
of which IS known to God (alone) * To dismiss a Mohema- 


1, MuliammaJ Ik*); Khan ol AhmrJibaJ, a csncral oI'Aurun^^tbe Hr 

te t the ro^at army il Alitne»fihad atpinil the Mihnilai near the Narbada. 
1703. Tl e Koli* 9f Cinjiral lum in lint cnlerpriw Tie Mahraltai 

were defeated and fled iwaj. Vfirruardt the tmi^eriat artn^ wa< *urpri«J 
by it e Mahralia* and many were Illicit In lOSj le lupermtendenl of 

Surat In 169^ I e wa« 2a>ernor of Soralli 

2. In 1670 I e waj appointed farlrc^i keeper of Mabarabad In l6Si 
hedied ai Cmalior. There was another mm, called Deev Afghan, son of 
Dianat Khan, who vrn also honoured svilU Ihis title of Mu'atem-id Khan in 
jC8i and was made in chc same year siipennlenJenl of llie 1 randing 
department lie died m 1691. 

Cf Let CWII 

2 Cf let \\\Mir anl CWMII 



claji for the sake of a Hindu is an unreasonable act.*' 

’ ■ ‘ LETTER XXXI\L , ’ • 

Exalted sop, Mandeswar, the greatest dIstVict of the 
province of MjUvjI, has been granted to you as’ a * j^ghir.’ ^ 
In former times Sar Buland Khan,® Hasan Ali Khan,^ and a 
great officer like NavazeshKhan-i-Rumi, had been appointed ^ 
police officers of this district. This light of my eyes (f.e., 
my dear son) should send there an intelligent, honest, and 
brave officer. One day it was said in the presence of His 
Majesty (Shilh Jehan) that the splendour of the house, the 
increase of property, and the prosperity of the ‘ jAghlr ’ 
districts, of Sa’ad Allilh Khan* depended upon (the 
management of) Abdul Nabi, his^ secretary, and that the 
Khiln himself spent his time zealously in the (discharge of) 
state affairs. Once, His Majesty, by way of suggestion, 
told Iiim, “ I have heard that you possess the philosopher’s 

3. This sh«ws Aurungzcbe’s parhaltty for his co>reIigion'ists and 
antipathy to the Hindus, and tunher proves that he \vas not of a catholic 
mind. Aurungzebe removed capable Hindu ofhclaU, unlike Akbar, 
from the state sen ice and replaced inferior Muslims In their places. 
Khafi Khan states in his history that Aurungzebe, in >672, issued orders to 
vationsgocTnoTS ol the empire to the effect that the Hindus should be 
dismissed from gorernment s^sice and be replaced by the Mobemadans ; but 
theorderuas not properly carried Into cKect. 

I. “ The Ling, as proprietor of the land, makes oter a certain quantity 
to military men, as an equivalent for their pay; and this grant is called 
'jaghir', or, as in Turkey, *fimar’ ; the word ‘jaghir', signifying the spat from 
'vliicli fi> drflv,‘or the place of salary. Similar grants are made to governors, 
in lieu of llieir salary, and also (or the support of their troops, on condition 
that thej pay a certain sum annually to the king out of ’any surplus revenue 
that the land may jtcld”. Itcrnicr. 

3. Ilq »-a$ appointed governor o( Akbarabad in 1C73. Afterwards he 
t^as made Mir Itakhaiilii, In 167^ he'll ts entitled Safi Khan. He died In 
16S0. Auriing/ebe in* icrv sorry to lose the services of such an honest and 
sincere ofTiccr. 

3. Saiyad Hasan AU Khin, son of Saiyad AbduHa Khan Barch. He 
sias'faujdaf of lloshangabjd and of NaJarbar. Ini6Sihe*vas honoured 
svith the title of Bahidur AlamgirShahi for displaying brateiy during the 
svar with the HanI of Udepiir. 'Tlien he was sent to Mandesn'ar. He died 
in iGSj. Ilewasierj brate, honest and sincere. 

cr. i.ei.xv. 
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Slone, (i hope) you wflJ present !t to me.” He reph’eJ, 
*“ I possess one (j.p., AbJuI Nabi) m the form of a man anti 
which has the quality of producing gold.” His Majesty 
thanked God and spoke sweetly, “I praise you for this 
quality of yours (and) give away his services to you. An 
intelligent, honest, God-fearing, and well-behaving man is 
rare. (Couplet) ‘ Human beings are found everywhere in 
this world, but their essence (i.e., honesty) is found 
rarely.' The above-mentioned Kb.'in bowed down to His 
Majesty. 


LETTER XXXV. 

X Exalted son, I have come to know about the occupation 
and action of the manager of the district of your ' j^gbir ' 
from the letter sent by the reporter. Why are you careless 
about the day of judgment?^ (Verse) “ Alas J alas 1 jostice 
from the hand of negligence.” 


1704, LETTER XXXVI. 

Exalted son, I knew you to be (a man) of great -sense 
and of good disposition in everything. (Verse) “ May God 
protect your handsome face from an evil eye.” It is strange 
that you have dismissed Muhammad Beg Xbdn ^ and given 
the * faujddrship of Sorath " to Sheer Andaz Khdn. The 
results of personal and able affairs of mankind are clear. 
(Verse) “The outward appearance of a man is a mirror for 
his heart (t.e., the character of a man can be judged from 
his outward appearance).” Here in Sorath Kuthtidin,* the 


5. Cf. Lei. XV. 

J. Cf. Let. XXin. 


3. cr. Lei. XIX. 

.f, KfitKidin Khestx^I wii appoinleJ go\emoT of Sorath in 1659. In 
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noble ‘ P^nj-Hazari,’ had been appointed. I won’t take 
any objection if you appoint Saiyad Kamal ^ and Satyad 
Murad, who are honoured and respected, in this province^ 
to some extent.' Under any circumstance, the ‘ faujddrship * 
of the above province, together with districts connected 
with this province, are given to you in ‘jiighir.’ You 
should appoint over them a faithful servant whom you 
consider worthy (of the post). If Amtln Allah Beg ® and 
Bahddur Beg ShervanI can induce themselves to be away 
from you, apparently you will, entrust them with the 
‘ faujdiri *. Honesty and ability play the greatest part in 
the management of political and financial affairs. The unfit 
and selfish are many; while the worthy and true are very 
few. His Majesty, having his abode in heaven Akbar, 
Aurungzebe’s great grandfather), had ( many ) faithful 
servants. He entrusted them with (the work of gaining) 
successive victories and (of performing) many affairs. And 
in the time of His Majesty (Shdh Jeh^n) there came for* 
ward many brave and, faithful servants, well-behaving 
officers, and able secretaries. Notwithstanding so many 
faithful servants, His Majesty, with his holy personality, 
looked after the transaction of (state) affairs very carefully. 
I remember that when His Majesty sent Murad Bakhsha 
to Baikh in order to conquer the provinces of our ancestors, 
an array registrar was wanted. Twenty persons, employed 
or unemployed (in the state), applied for this post. Now. 


iCOa (it was temporarily appointed >iceroy,o£ Gujarat. In l06f lie annexed 
Mavaiiag^r.tu Gujar.U and named It Islamna^’ar. . , 

5. The son of Saiyad Kamil; be svas made tbc fort*ktcpcr of Sadri (in 
Gujarat) in 167). 

6. Cf.Lct X.KU[andXXXVn. 

7. Ct. Let. I. 

S. U is strange tlutAnrungzebc cannot End a single true, honest or 
able nan in bis scrsice. Perhaps it is oning to his suspicious and distrustful 
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I want a true and able man for the ministership of Bengal ; 
but I find none.** Alas* alas ! for the rant) of useful men. 


1701 LLTTLR WXVII 

Uxaltcd son, notwithstanding your ;;oad intention, 
why are )ou indifferent to the actions (le, tyranny) of 
oppressors and to the infliction of punishment on those 
misled people (tyrants)? L\crvday in the districts of 
Hiijipflr,^ MiyinpiJr,' and other poftcc stations, strife ami 
quarrel, oppression and tyranny, tale place. The Kolis** 
plunder (the toun of) Mairganj,^ situated close to the 
(quarters of the royal) army. They bind the inhabitants oF 
the town and the poor tra\elfers .nnd carry them auay. 
You ha^e appointed Amdn Allah Beg^, the'superinlcndcnt 
of the artillery and of the palace, the police ofliecr o! 
Na>nh”. He gave ‘ patelships ’’ to his dishonest and cor- 
rupt relatises The oppressed chnnot complain to you 
against his power. Alas ’ alas ' Time passes away like a 
sword (i.c., swiftly): and the reproach of the people of 
the world and the fear of the Glorious and High God arc 
remosed from the heart. The * faiijdiirship ’ should be 


scarcil)’ of bon«t men in Ins court llierc wert iiian> 1 onol men already 
servin,; under him, such ni laid Khan, Amtn-il Kluii, Mim Yir Ah, 
Muhammad Yar Kl an, SliO)a’at Khan, and others. 

I A district in Gujarat 
2. Another district in Gujarat. 

3 A low class abon^nal Inbe of Gujarat The Coohs or Arhs arc 
*' the greatest robbers and alto^'ethcr the most unprincipled people in Hin- 

dostart ” (Bernier). But they arc not so now It was to a man belonging 
to this tribe, named Kanji Noli of Kadi, that I>tra (led and from svliom he 
sought protection 1659 • 

4 A town m Gujarat 

5 Cl Let XX.ni and \X\VI 

6 Cl Let \XIIL 

7 Cf Let XXIIl 



given to one of the Gujanltis, either to Safdar Khan-i-Sani® 
or to the sons of Bahlol ShervAni®, who, in the time of 
Sh-aji’at Khdn, had acquired a good name and who com- 
municate with the inhabitants of the town (of Navdh). I 
say plainly that on the day of judgment we shall have to 
give an account of pur actions before God for shewing 
favour to and connivance at (the actions of corrupt offi- 
cers).^® You should send to the province reliable and 
cautious reporters, and send me daily reports of the results 
of the orders (issued by you), and should engage yourself in 
repairing the time. (Verse) “ When on the day of judg- 
ment there will be an inquiry about my crimes, the records 
of the crimes of all the people of’the world will be torn to 
pieces (i.e., the crimes of all people are insignificant in 
comparison to mine and therefore they will be forgiven by 
God on the day,of judgment, but I will not be forgiven).”^^ 

1696. LETTER XXXVIir. 

Exalted son, Kazi AbdAlM^ joined God's mercy (i.e., 
died). He used to please me and (my) subjects during his 

8. Oi Saldar appointed govetnor , ol Titan pva 

Gujarat) in 1697. He wu displeased with Shuja’at Khan, governor o{ 
Ahmedahad, and rcturaed to hlahva. He offered PxiDCC A’aram to slay or 
capture alive Duigadis the Rajput; but he failed in this attempt. 1703. In 
1704 he was made governor of Bijapur. He wa» defevtcd and made prisoner 
by the Mabrattas neat the Ncibadda (in the battJe of Ratanpur, 1705). 
Again he offered to kill or capture Durgadss. Tills time most probably lie 
killed the Rajpot. 1706. He was very brave. 

q. Muhammad dlablol Klian Slieivam, Uc was sent against the 
Itajput chief of Idar, who had revolKd against Auruugeebe. He defeated 
thechief'nho Hcdtoacaie vrherefaedied from want of his usual dose of 
opium. i 679 ' Bahlol Khan was much praised and was appointed to the 
charge of Idar. Afterwards he was made governor of Boroda where he died 
in 1696 and was succeeded by Muhammad Beg Khan. 

10. Cf. Let. XXIII and XXXV. * * 

11. Cf. Let. VII and XLIV. 

I. Slxelkh-ul-Islam, the eldest «m of Kaii Abduf Wabab who was the 
author of a ‘ Dastiir-ul-.Vmal ’ which he dedicated to Aurungicbe. He was 
6 



tenure ot * Lizisliip *• 1 do not know aboul ihc condition 

of his sons. AbdOl Majeed Klmtii his eldest son, was, for a, 
time, your ‘ kiizi nknb . Wntc to me if he .possesses the 
qualihcations of learning, unselfishness, and goodness. 
There is no more important work than ‘ kuziship because 
the people of God (whose dignity is great) arc imprisoned 
or sentenced to death l>y the decision of a ‘ kazi Kazi 
Sheikh-iiMslam was helped, as it was necessary, by the 
divine grace in doing good, to inquire into and distinguish 
between right and wrong. good man is very rare ; and a 
rare thing is non-CMStcnt; (therefore, logically, a good man 
is non-existent ; i.c., there is no good man in the world). 

LETTER XXXIX. 

Exalted son, I liave heard (that) tlic superintendent, 
appointed by you before my final decision, is cautioas. 
(But) here (in the court), Siilvash Khiln Shiih Mir is partial 
notwithstanding his high post and an adequate * jiighir 
Honesty is an essential X|ualification in a servant. Write 
to me whether Asad-ud-Din, the son ol Diltivcr Khiln, who 
is near you, possesses this quality (ol honesty), in addition 
to intelligence } if so, I will summon him into my presence, 

a nati>e of AhmedjbaU Aker the death of his father (167^) he was appoint- 
ed by Aurun^^rcbe hhciklt-uMslam (die c1ui.f cadi} lit a\\ay all ihc 

propirtv 0/ his deceased father to his three jounger brothers and lo the needy 
and the poor. In ifihy henent on a pilcni"ict to Mctva and rctarned from 
there 111 169 1 when he was well rcceited by the emperor in the Deccan. 
After a short time lit went to Ahmtdabad to pay a MSit to the tombs of the 
holy saints there and to set lus family. Then he started for ihe Dtfccan to 
see the emperor again, but died on bis wa\ 1696. Aurungrebe was tery 
sorry to htar of his dtalh Khah Kt an says that m Uic whole Mo^ul Em- 
pire there wa< not i single caJi <0 demoted, pious and honest as this man 
He did not recenc any bribe when he held the post of * kinship. ’ 

5.. A yudge who icTihc lime o£ iheMoguls followed a king or 1 prince 
when he went onaoexpediUoB or on himtmg It Ijlcraliy means • tlic ka:i 
who follows the slirni(' of a king or ol a prince.* 

Note Auruiigzebt’sansicty for the interests of the sons of his deceased 
offuers. Cl Let XXXIII and CXXVJll 
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and appoint liim to the post. *1, with a wounded heart, 
insensible, and needy, always seek for honest human beings. 
These honest people fall under the category of the phnenix' 
(i.c., like the phtenix, they arc known by their names only, 
but never seen in the world ; re., honest people are not to 
be found in this world).” A philosopher was asked “What s 
the medicine for the disease of selfishness?" He replied, 
“Selfishness is an innate quality ; which gives a polish to 
the deep and careful attention of the master, so that the 
servant may not rematjj needy m any way and his essence 
(j.e., honesty) may be bright and shining under any cir- 
cumstance and Its purity may not be destroyed by the rust 
of need.” 

lettSi 

.Exalted son,, robbers arc practising their profession 
often from Cham!;Tk<indeh to KadirabA.l.’ Very few travel- 
lers traverse the road in safety. Most probably there 
must be some cause for this. A word to the wise is suHi- 
cient. You receive news soon whether from a distance or 
from near. For the bid plight, why don’t you think of the 
day of judgment ? Attention with regard to the end of our 
life must be paid just now. It is just to favour a good ser- 
vant for his distinction (in service) and t« punish a bad one 
for his bad action. As you sow, so shall you reap. I am 
anxiously waiting for your reply. A tyiant asked for 
blessings for himself from a holy man. He replied, “Re- 
garding the oppressors themselves they have no effect of 
blessin^gs but^^ivinj; justice to the SXu? 

way for tyrants to enjoy the effect of blessings is to cease 
oppressing the people).” 

! I. A fabulous birj, known by Him d imc hut nui er foiinJ in the « otlU, 

The I’ersian word (or it, ‘unli’, Uaer'McJ bom .St. * ».nk’, the neck, be- 
cause It >3 supposed to hare a tall nccl. C(. Sh tkespeare’s * .Snblnn bird.’ 

2. Cf.Let. XV, XXVmandXX.\VI. 

I. Two tornis in ilie I>ccc3«, near Alima(Ini''ac.' 
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LETTER XLI. 

Exalted and dear son, 1 was pleased with some pass- 
ages in the diary of His Majesty (* e., ShAh Jehdn), For ray 
love to you, I have written them Involuntarily to my dear 
son, so that I myself do not enjoy their benefit alone. (The 
passages are as follow). ‘ Some actions are the best: not 
to countenance a bad man ; not to disappoint a man by the 
non-fulfilment of his desire ; not to afflict a man of a good 
temperament ; not to beg notwithstanding extreme need ; 
to heep company with the pious ; to search for the worthy 
and the able ; to avoid the company of fools ; to give the 
deserving, as much as you can, before they ask for it ; to 
honour the learned ; to spend one’s time in justice (or m 
work) ; not to pay attention to the doctrines of the sacri- 
legious ; not to be unconscious of the condition of the 
faithful agents) to derive benefit from the company of the 
holy who are strangers in this world ; to encourage those 
who do good for the affairs of this and the next world*. 

In this age also there are many good men ; but where 
are those who search for such good men and encourage them 
by their favour Evidently, the succeeding generation will 
be worse. (Verse) “ I am anxious about the condition of 
the times ; because, may God forbid, there will be worse 
times than this You, who have an intention of (succeed- 
ing to) sovereignty (after me)," should desire, search for, 
employ, and favour (such good men). 

LETTER XLII. 

Exalted son, I liked very much ‘ Giilshan-rawan the 
fat horse you have sent me fpr riding. He has a graceful 
gait, a mane, a fine form and all the equestrian qualities. 
You ate much pleased with often, tiding on ‘ Niltifar ’ and 

1. Cf Let XXXIX where Aurnng^ebe complains about the <careity of 
good and honest men 
l<sZs a Let;XXVII. 



‘Chaw^chandan ' (two -horses). I send you a Turkey 
horse, called ‘ Kh-fish-kharjim’ and * SahA-raftd * (another 
horse), presented to me by AmAnat KhAn^, and trained 
under the supervision of Alidh Ydr Khan. But thtf miser 
head groom sheds'tears (and says) “ Why does Your Majes- 
ty five away (such) fine horses**? Notwithstanding, I 
will send them to you. 


1700. LETTER XLIII. 

Exalted son, you must have learnt, from the letter of 
the agent and the reports of the spies, the details of hard- 
ships in the invasion of the Ghauts.^ The Mohemadans 
and the army had to undergo worse conditions and unbear- 
able toils. God be thanked that the calamities of this 
invasion came entirely to an end and were compensated 
for by victory and success. Though such hardships are 
said to be caused by the sins of mankind, yet the action of 
the governor has a great eKect upon the good and evil of 
people. The action of .the governor suggests misery or 
misfortune on this poor and useless person (t.e,, Aurungzebe 
himself). The fortress of Sattitrd^ is now called (by me) 1 
A’azam-tdra (and given to you). You should issue an order’ 
that the drum of victory will be beaten in your own name. 


1. Alia> 5 ai]rad A^amad, was honoured mth ihe title 'o! *Khaa’ in 
i^oand appointed minister of Bengal. In 1676 he 'vros made fort-keeper of 
Lahore. Afterwards he became superintendent of Snrat. He died in afioS. 
Cf. Let. XXV. 

1. Anindian-ftord for mountains. Cf. the E-xUem Ghauts and the 
Western Ghauts of the Deccan, •• Xbe tast range o! hilJs uhich accompanies 
the sea coast, and alwajs in fight of it from Gape Comorin to Daman, is 
called the Ghauts, an Indian word which signifies ‘ passages ’ ”. ‘ Ghaut * 
lit means ‘ a break It is someutnce applied to ‘ a ford Here in the text 
the Western Ghanls or the Syhadree Mountains are meant. 

2 . A town and fort in the Konkan, taken by Aurungzebe in 1700 and ■ 
named A’azam-tara {lit. the greatest star) after his son A’aram. It was 
Anrungzebe’swhim tocinnge the Hindn names of tor^ns and cities into 



46 


Yon may remember the words uttered by you m your 
childhood, “ Babilji, dhun, dhun^’^ The fortress of 
BarnalA'*^ is now called (by me) Nav^btanv Ask for the 
details bf my expedition from your slave*girls. 


1704. LETlFRXLIVi 

Exalted son, you ln\e seen the dervish, Mir Arab, in 
AhmedAbad. Of course, you should again go to him and 
present him compliments from me who am ashamed of 
departing for the next world bnd who desire the pleasures 
of this world You should request him to pray for our 
happiness and for the safety of our religion Tell him that 
I am approaching death and have been far from good ac- 
tions. (Tell him further that) the life of this negligent 

Mohemadan ones throush li$ fanatic am Cf Let Xl Sattara literally 
Meant a ('ood or bright alar. At fitat, Sattara belonged to Bijapur , but wai 
aflerirardt taken by Shivaji itiyj It wa$ the capital of the MahratU 
Empirefora long lime before Poona Satiara benegej in 1697 by 
Tarbiat Khan,^uh Allah Kbm the Second and Fateh Allah Khan It ‘nras 
Jrfeiided by Pryag;! Funoe Altera long and cenljnued siege ;t /ell be/ore 
the impennl arm). 1700 Khali Khan giws a long and detailed account nf 
the siege A POtt speaks of Satiara as '* Bala 1 sarash zeh arzmandi. Taben* 
deh^sitireli buUndi ’’ (ir tie height of its top, through exquisiteness,— 
resembles— the esalled bright star) It wis a strong and important fortress 
*It ^-as the depository aud refuge of much opulence and treasure ’ It was a 
state prison of the \dil Shaht dynasty Afterwards it became the state 
prison of the Mahratlas 

3. A Hindustani phrase for 'Ptpa, (the drum produces the sound) dliun, 
dhun’ ‘ Chun’ IS an oDomaiopoetic -word repeated twice ft 11 the sound 
prodoced by a drum sihile being beaten 

4 I^mala.ti town and /orf in it e Decenn, near Kohpur Formerfy it 
belonged to liijapur, but was afterwards taken by Shivaji by a stratagem 
I&j9 Here llostam Khan, a Fiyapon general, vas dcfe-itcd by Slnvaji in 
afii© Jl was Saifoh} A'aiain, ba! c-ipiureJ by ffccr Maheattat 

1693 Afterwards It was retaken by the Moguls in 1099 L( Lei CM Khafi 
Khan says that it was tamed by Anrungzebe ’Bam (or Nabi) shah Dardg’ 

1 Here Aurutigrebe repents of the sins an 1 cr mes pcrpeirsted by him 
dnring his vouth Cf I et MI 
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person (i.c., Aurungzcbc) has been passed in vain and the 
remaining portion of it will also be passed without any 
fruit 5 (and that) death approaclics while salvation recedes. 
(Verse) “ Whatever I have done, even a blind man ‘cannot 
do ; I have lost God in this world (r.c., I did not remember 
God in this world).” 


’LETTER XLV. 

Exalted son, the misbehaviour and impudent conduct 
of Mir Badhu,' (j’our) foster brother (towards you), have 
been fully laid bare to me by the reports of your Mpeditioh. 
The (following) couplet of * the Spiritual Leader ' * , applies 
to his case. (Couplet) ” The favours of God treat you 
mildly ; but if you go beyond (the mild treatment) you are 
disgraced (or punished by Him)”,® You thought it neces- 
sary to reproach and to disgrace him, because he boasts of 
the claims of his old mother.^ (But) he docs not know the 
(following) words of Sa’adi.'’' (Couplet) ” Don't put the 
king, whom you serve, under any obligation ; know that it 
is you who arc obliged by the king by his gi^ing service to 
you." Any how the Obliging King (I’.c., God) has endowed 
men with wisdom and (other) good qualities. It is better 
>f you follow my advice and forgive him this fault ; because, 
(verse) ‘Criminals are worthy of favour,’ 


1. Cf.Let.X'ClV. 

2. An cpiihet oE ^LiuUaUaliUuJ.Din Itoanii, a great Sufi po*.t o! 
I'cnia, clticfl) known for ‘Mainavt’ writing Jle was born at Baikh ia 
1207 and died in X373. He was also a metapkxsluan, Cf. Let. LIV'. 

3. Cf. Let. XCIL 

.j. /e. iiahedeHBanu. CLLet. XXIV. * , 

5. .Vnothcr great Penian poet, clncBy known for ‘Ciliaral’ wntlag. 
He U considered to be the great moral teacher of Persia. He was bom at 
Shiraz about 1175 and died in 1252. Af first he serstd .ns a soldier. He 
wis a great traseller unlike Hafisaad Msited Indn. Jami, a rcrsliti poet, 

calls him ‘ the nightingale of the groves of Shiraz.’ 



LETTER XLVI. 

Exalted son, His Majesty (Shah Jehan) asked Sa’ad 
All&h Khan,^ ** \Yhat are the means o! satisCying the Crea- 
tor and Tvhat are the good fruits of our life ? ” He replied, 
“ Justice and charity with which God has endowed your 
most holy person*” A person said to the qualified KbAn in 
a sarcastic tone, “ Honest and faithful men are very rare in 
this world ; possibly you know this,” He replied, " The 
world Is not, in any way, devoid of honest people. A wise 
man must take good men into his service, look after their 
welfare, realise his desires through them, and not listen to 
the words of the selfish against them.” His Majesty ob- 
served, "Honest and respectable men andigood officers are 
rare. He who is favoured by God with the highest posi- 
tion must inquire into the condition of honest and good 
people. He must net regard an able person worthless 
though he may be a stranger. He must avoid the company 
of foolish and worthless people though they may be equal 
to him in position. He must favour and patronise a good 
and friendly officer.” 


LETTER XLVII. 

Exalted son, one day His Majesty (Shah Jehiln) said 
privately to DArAShekuh,' "You should not be ilhdisposed 
to and suspicious of the royal grandees." You should treat 
all of them with {a^our and kindness and not listen to the 
words of the selfish and tlie liars against them. Because 
this advice will be one day' useful to you.” As my heart 
warms towards you, I write to you what I ought not to 
svrite. To shew hypocrisy to worthy people is to spoil the 
business. 


I. Cf.Ui..\V. 

I. CtUt.V. 

a. Cet AttroR-^cbe somctihat sstficiotu. 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

Exalted son, one day His Majesty (Shilh Jehilii) enter- 
ed the ‘ Ghosal Khaneh * ^ in a sad mood Sa ad AllAh 
Khdn- and Ah Mardan K.hAn® asked for the cause of dis- 
traction of his noble mmd His Nlajesty observed, “Some 
of the civil and financial officers have died. Other digni- 
fied persons are not found immediately to undertake such 
important affairs My mind is not at peace for the thought 
lest order will be destroyed ** KtUch Khan* said, “ The 


I A place m palace where Shah Jehan used to go in the aflemoon 
atler being disengageJ from state aHam 

*' The grand hall ol ihe Aam ^Khaa (C( Let Xtl) opens into a more 
retired chamber called the * Ghosal Kbaneh,’ or tl c place to nash in |^etv 
persona are permitted to enter this room, the court of m hich is not so largo 
as that el iKe Aaoi o Khas. The hall is, however, very handsome, spacious, 
gilt and painted and raised four or five French Jeet from the paiCRienr, 
like a large estcade. It ts m this place that the king seated m a chair, his 
Umarabs standing acoond 1 ini grants more private aadiences to his officers, 
receires their reports and deliberates on iinportarit affairs of state Every 
Utnarah incurs the same pecuniary penalty for omitung to attend this as- 
sembly in the evening, as lor lail ng to be present at the Aam o Khas in ih*. 
morning * Bernier Cf Let LXX 





'well bein^; of the imparlant nHiirs the pcrmincnt sove* 
Teignty depends upon the auspices of your holy person 
Your sHve Ins, in a short time, trained five of his servants 
in such a way that they are fit for high posts m the king* 
•dom, for services m provinces and for the management of 
affairs On licafing these words joy shone on the noble 
face of His ^^»^Jesty ivho ordered Kilich Klidn to bring the 
fue servants into his presence in the evening in order to be 
inspected for appearance and character (His Majesty 
^urllll.r remarked), “ How pleasant it as if affairs arc trans* 
acted according to (one's) desires' ” Kilich IChS,n entered 
His M ijesty s presence (with lus five servants) ctactly at 
the appointed tune Having attained tfi the fortune of 
(being present into) His Majesty’s most holy service he 
sppke (to the emperor) about the good character and abili- 
ty (of tlie five servants) Each of them was honoured with 
tlic favour and appreciation of the master of the world (* e, 
Sliilh Jchdn), and was given a worthy and personal (not 
hereditary) post and a'ssistants to serve under His Majes- 
ty shewed special favours to the above-mentioned Khan 
also He was given a personal title of ‘ Y ak-Hazilri ’,® and, 
in addition, two hundred cavaliers. His Majesty observed, 
(verse) “ May jou (the KhAn) be happy because you have 
made me happj " Out of thankfulness for the acceptance 
of his request (b) SliAh JehAn) and for the favours of the 
bountiful master (« c ShAh JcIiAn), the qualified Klian gave 
away in chanty one thousand ‘ Mohurs ' to the deserving. 


LI TTCR XLIX. 

Exalted son, KAmjAb KhAn, the clerk of the assistant 
of your secretary, has written roc a letter. (Couplet) " He 


^ 5 Cf Lti \\i 
6 A luunj guM 


of s li ns, usrtli about fiiccii ru^ ' 
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who draws the- sword of oppression is killed by PVovidence- 
with the same sword (i.c^ he who practises oppression is 
oppressed in return).” What is done (by you) for order 
•and discipline is done. It would have been better had yo\h 
not made unallowable-haste (in inflicting a capital punish- 
ment upon the oppressive oflicer — mentioned in the clerk s 
letter). Nevertheless, though retaliation^ is a just law, 
the affliction of (one’s) heart is the cause of displeasure to, 
God. For this reason it is said (verse), ” There is pleasure 
in. pardoning a person, but there is no-pleasure in retaliat*- 
ing onhim.’^ 


• LETTER L. 

Exalted and blessed son, Muhammad A’azara, may 
God save and protect you. You have known die condition 
of my riding horses. The Emperor JehAngir (Aurungzebe’s, 
grandfather) punished so severely his head groom that it 
proved absurd to give him the title ol * Saf Shekan Khdn * 
(lit. the master of the breaker of the files of an army)., 
(Verse) “It is quite contrary to the nature of a negro to 
call him a ‘kdfur’ (caraphor).”*^ His Majesty (Shdh Jehdn) 
used to say, “A senseless man spoils the business. We are 
helpless in making suitable appointments in times of diffi- 
culties and' hardships of journey and of arrangement in» 
an emergency,.” You should select, one from your grooms 
and (then) write to me. (Verse) ** We must put up with. 


1. A ktnd^of punlshnent { )— life lor life, hand for hand. Ihot lor 
loot, eye lor eye, tooth Iol tooth, woond lor tvoond— mentioned in the Koran 
as being jnst. . 

I. Tlic I erslan poets call a negro who is black by the name of ‘ kafur * 
(camphor) v/Jiich I* T,hile. As li is absurd to call a negro by the. name oft 
kafur I 'l was also absurd to call the head groom of Jehangir by the name 
of * Saf Shekan Khan.*" 



e\erj cHss of people , what is to be done with them they 
are aUo people 


LETTER LI. 

Eraltea son, i reporter writes to his own brother from 
the district of Laiili (that) The tolls on merchants and 
travellers hnn^ fortli every vear from Rs 15000 to 1600O , 
but the district tre isurer and the police officer do not send 
to the royal treasury more than Rs 1000 or 2000 ’ Truly, 
this is not ‘ nih-dari (collecting tolls) but ‘ rtlh zani ' (rob- 
bing the king of his property) The (use of the) propertv 
of the people (by the Icing for his private expenses) is un- 
lawful® If these officers take five percent out of hundred 
and one percent out of forty (of the tolls) I will not grudge 
It Suppose that the dishonest practice of the treasurer is 
disclosed, the first thing for enquiring into this is that an 
order should be issued in the names of the commissioner 
and the secretary Then I know what to do about his 
dishonesty The half of the produce of the land is allow- 
able to the landlord and the remaining (half) is the proper- 
ty of the king 

In the reign of His Majesty (Shdh Jehdn), a person, 
at the time of the passing of the royal procession, cried 
out in a loud voice, “ This auspicious time is an aggre- 
gate of good actions. Just ruler and the greatest mmi- 


1 Transit duty, a tax levied upon travellers during the time of the 
Mogils It Mas remitted, along with seventy nine other faxes, hy Aurung- 
*ebe, when 1 e came to the throne 1659 Still it was exacted with greater 
rigour by the distant goveinment officials, who took an undue advantage of 
the emperor s leniency. 

2 This is a peculiar characteristic of Aurnngzebe wh ch he followed 
accord ng to the dictates of h 5 religion Before li s death he made a will 
tivtl s funeral expenses might be defrayed from the proceeds of the sale oi 
the caps nhich he himself had Laitted. 
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ster, (^^our Majest}) is anxious to have honest secretaries. 
Yonr subjects are in a gootJ ami secure condition. It 
is a duty incumbent upon me to thank. (God) for the 
divine favours upon (your) most holy personage.*' On 
hearing these words, H. M. ordered the procession to halt 
for a time, called the special oHiters from a distance and 
raised up his hands for blessing the man ; and then present- 
ed him a robe of honour. At that time Sa’ad AllAh Ivhan 
told H. M., “ The necessaries of the life of a man are in 
proportion to his desires, and his desires are in proportion 
to his good nature.” 


LETTER LIT. 

Exalted son, Sa’aeed Khdn BahddQr Zafer Jang^ 
brought a person into the presence of His Majesty (Shdh 
Jehin) ; and out of good grace praised him, Sa’ad Allah 
Khdn allowed nothing to pass from truth (t.c., gave justice 
to the man) and said, “ May Sa’aeed Khdo be happy who 
presents such a man (before Tour Majesty) and speaks to 
Your Majesty about his good manners.’’ Words passed 
from the auspicious tongue of H. M. (to the efiect that), 
“It is your (f c, officers’) business to bring servants into my 
presence, while my work is.to patronise them, in order to 
give lustre to affairs. The officers should oblige me by 
finding out and then presenting before me erudite and well- 
versed secretaries, honest officers and many respectable 
soldiers whom I want.” The prime minister- said, “ The 
man o! every class, who does every useful work in your 
holy reign, is, in the end, honoured with a worthy post and 
presented a costly robe of honour,** His Majesty ordered 
the prime minister to examine the ability of the man and 


1. An officer serving tmder Shah Jehan, He was go^e^JO^ oi Cabul 

before 1637. 

^ 3. t,f, Sa’ad Allab Khan, Ct Let. XV. 
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then to gj\e him a fine sen ice Sliced Khln BahAdOr^ 
out of thankfulness hr the good hiours of the appreciating 
potentate (te ShAh Jehan) distributed Rs loooo among, 
pious, virtuour and poor people 


LETTER LIII 

Exalted son» one day PahAr Amal, the secretary of the- 
unfriendly brother,^ produced a balance sheet before His 
Majesty (^ah Jehan), and said, “ Ten lacs of rupees, for 
the pivment of the balance of the days m] ivhich we (i c» 
DArA and Pahir Amal) had accounts \Yith each other, are 
to be jiaid from the royal treasury Your Majesty should 
order the payment “ His Majesty handed over the balance 
sheet to Sa’ad Allah Khan and said, ** With a view to looL.- 
ing^nto details, examine the sheet and then speak, to me " 
The above mentioned KhAn said immediately, “ Such a 
large sum of money should not be paid from the royal 
treasury Next time- the cash account will he settled for 
the payment of eacb other ^ After the dispersal of the 
court, DArA the Pompous uttered angry words to the prime 
minister (i « Sa’ad AllAh KhAn), ^Vhen the note sent by 
the officer of the ‘Ghosal KhAneh** reached H hf , at 
once H M wrote a letter to the unfriendly brother and 
inserted the following couplet m it (Couplet) “ To quarrel 
With the good and the virtuous IS to shew euniity to one- 
self , he who draws a dagger on a mirror draws it on him- 
self ’ (H M further wrote m the letter) “ It is a special 
qualification of princes to distinguish between right and 
wrong PahAf Amal wants to economise for you while 
Sa’ad AlUh KhAn does to preserve my property If the 

balance sheet was \eriEed from your account book, it was 


1 Dara. CF Let, \« 

2 CkLet 



duly to inquire wlrclher It was possible or impossible 
for Sa’ad Allah IvhAn to pay the sum. Otherwise It is very 
■had to afflict (the hearts of) the royal servants, especially 
Sa’ad Alhih Khdn, It is good to win the hearts of these 
men.3 Able and inttlligenl servants ate the source of in- 
crease of property and of a good name to their n-nsters.” 

In the evening His Majesty presented Sa’ad Alldh Khan 
Borne bundles of Mahmudi* cloth embroidered in one colour 
and three thousand ‘ dinars* ^ in cash. 


, LETTER LIV.^ 

Exalted son, this verbal story has reached my ears 
from a reliable source. I write it to you in details so that 
you may also know It, One day His Majesty (Slidh Jehdn) 
honoured All Marddn Khdn’ and Sa’ad Alldh Khdn^ with 
the distinction of special audience before H. M.’s presence ; 
and said eloquently, “ The order and management of the 
kingdom and property simply depend upon wisdom and 
justice. May God forbid, if an unworthy king attains to 
the dignity of sovereignty and appoints ministers and nobles 
having no sound judgment to posts (in the kingdom), abso- 
lute disorder will prevail in the management of the country. 
Then follow the ruin and poverty of the subjects, and the 
country yields a reduced revenue and (thtis) is ruined. For 
pleasing God you should associate with the ■ pious and the 


3. Cf.Ut.V. 

-1. Cf. Let. XXVI. ' 

5. An ancleni golj coin, wgiglilog one ‘mlequit,’ I'.e. ^ barley grain*. 

I. This lecier gnes us an insight into the cluractcrs of Aurungrebc 
and of lus three brothers, Darj, Shuji and Murid. 

' 3. Cf. Let. XLVIII. 

3. Cf. Let. XV. 



religious After the five prayers you should pray for me 
that the splendour of the kingdom may not dimmish and 
that no one may use abusive language After my death 
the son who succeeds me* will be helped with good graces. 
Many times I have been thinking that though the eldest 
son of sovereignty® possesses dignity and pomp and grand- 
eur and glory, he is an enemy of the good and a friend to 
the bad ® (Verse) ‘ He is good towards the vicious and 
unfriendly towards the virtuous.* ShujA^ possesses no 
quality except generosity Murid Bakhsha® has no virtue 
at all. He is engaged in eating and drinking and is con- 
stantly indulging m wine But such and such a person, t.e, 
this humble mortal (t e Aurungzebe), seems to me to possess 
determination and foresight Most probably he will be 
king after me.'* Sa'ad Allah Khan recited the (following) 


4. Shah Jehsn wai derened by destiny Aurungzebe, his third sod, 
came to the throne before his death He was imprisoned by his ungratefol 
Son and died eiglit years after AutuDgrebe’s accession to the throne, 

5 /eDara Cf Let V 

6 In all probability this is historically incorrect No doubt he insti- 
gated the murder of Sa'ad Allah Khan, an honest and good man with ivliom 
lie seems to have been not on good terms. 

7 Cf Let XCI.^ 

5. Cf ’Let. I 

9 Here again Aumngrebe speals hombly and politely about himself. 
Though he boasts of his foresight, history proves that he greatly lacked this 
facnlty He committed a grave political blunder in conquering Golconda and 
Bijapur which, left to themselves, would have served to keep the rising 
Mahratta power in check He would have most probably succeeded m 
crippling down this power m its infancy with the help of thesi. two Mohe- 
maJan kingdoms in the Sotth Aurungiebe could not foresee that this 
nsingponerwoufd overthrow his mighty empire within a short time after 
1 IS death Again he made v great mistake jn alienating tl e Ilajpnts from the 
Moguls and thus departing from AkUr's wise and fores glittd polu-y lie 
could not foresee that the I nglish wouH take tl e plai.e of lie Moguls m 
lid a with II a til lury, Aurunpzcbc's life was a failure on itcouiit of his 
shorts ghtvd polity Lut, no doubt, he via* a mva of great resolution as has 
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herajstich of ‘ihe Spiritual Leader’^*’:. “A.foresighted.man 
is auspicious.” His Majesty observed, (verse) “ ^Vhc) 
will be selected by God and towards whom will His 
inclination be? ” . ' , 


LETTER LV. 


My dear son, it is said that on the day of ‘Chauidt,’ Ali 
MardSn Khan-, Aba Sa’aced Mara, and Kilich Kliin’ nscd 
to first olfer the soldiers coffee ; then at the time of break- 
fast, Jhey used to serve them breakfast; at the time of 
dinner, dinner; and at the time of departure, perfumes 
and ‘pins‘.’ They used to send various dishes to the famify 
members of the soidiers and to say ‘Tlieir wives and chiid- 


t«n proved by tislory. He po.reseej a teeoljle and ealo. muid of ahiel b. 
save nomeroo. proof, deuos hi. Ilfetiore. A. a prince, -ahen he ™ 
enrronnded by eoem.e. on ali .,de.at Ballh and aa. in sreat daneee he 
dumonnledat .on, et and knelt doom to pray to God. In hi. Caht aith 
Ban. ., San.oga.h h=aa.on.l,epoiatol Itnine the battle; hot ho did not 
fcarheartbotrenramed tain, and ordered hi. elcphanf, Icm to be chained 
toaether. Apao, he exhibited the an,e .pint when hi. ,oTAlh„ ' x 
the Rajpot. and rebelled apaln.t Hn,. 

Bernier my., " He (Antunprebe) wa. rewTTcd, sobtle and- , 

matter of the art of dmioiolalioo,” Apaln he A “ ™”l’'"o 

aonnder jodgment (than Data) and that “Tbehirr„l- • . » 

Shah dehdn of hi. .on Aoronprlbo , rotated tie en^olXl" 

lo. G£. Ut. XLV. 


Watch, an Indian word, 

tiod.o. 


gnards. The four dlrwions ol the army b ** 

eaeh of ahid. i. .ppoi.ted !„ o^C i’'''’ T” 

tmstTkorthy ‘mansabdatV superintendence of j 


a. CL Let. XLVIII. 

3- Cf. Let. XLWir. - - - 

<• Betels, an Indl.\n word. Cl. Let. CXLVin. 

8 


Ain-i-Alcbarj, 
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rendonol laonl us fot ftcdifig the sotcHefs ato^ie atid'fof 
want of magnanimity (toward* them) and are hot grieved’. 

In former time* a person began to complain of the 
limes before a great man. The great man said, “We shou- 
ld thank (God) for and praise the present time much; be- 
cause man has no fear about his livelihood and no anxiety 
about his person and property (in Sh&h Jehdn's time). 
There is no fear of relaxation in (one's) religion and faith. 
In future, the intentions of mankind will bfe changed and 
severe oppression will take place. Justice and gratitude 
will totally disappear. Administrators and protectors of 
cities will be publicly engaged m plundering (people). The 
ruling king of the (future) time will not give Justice to the 
oppressed. The noWes witt try to support (he tyrants for 
the (mutual) benefit of one another. The rights (of people) 
will be disregarded and be trampled under foot. Wives 
will display bravery while daughters will be honoured with 
ministerships. Men of merit, on account of discouragement 
and want of appreciation) will purposely abstain from help- 
ing in the improvement of affairs. Worthy officers, 
nothwithitanding their retirement from office, will not be 
safe (from oppression). Tire foolish and the inexperienced 
will manage the state affairs. The sons will afflict (their) 
fathers and the fathers will have no paternal love for (their) 
sons. Virtuous wives will weep for the debauchery and 
disaffection of (their) profligate husbands. There will not 
be timely rain. The governors, through their selfish 
ominous nature, wUl cause corn to be sold dearer. The 
countries will be ruined owing to the oppression of the 
rulers. Public women will live openly in the houses of 
nobles and great men. Men will like to be clad in the 
dress of women (i. c., wilt prove cowards),” 
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iCpQ or 1701. LETTER LVT/ 

Exalte son, F^ell Khan^, your spintual leader, dieJ, _ 
1 am sorry (for his death). He was confidential (or 
learned), careful about his business, and of a good disposi- 
tion. He feept finance officers under his charge carefully 
and cautiously. He illumined the house of this humblie 
creature (t. Aurungzebe himself) with his stewardship* 
You should not also doubt the good nature of Vazier Khfitt 
HAjI Muhammad*. Thougfi Saiyad Muhammad ICliAn and 
Mir Nayds are not b.ad, yet they are strict officers. When- 
most of the officers under you are my ‘servants, just no\v I 
,want Kdbil Khdn and I require him from you-. You should 
appoint Muhammad Mflhasan to the office held by Kdblt 
Khdn. In my court there is dearth of good men (i.e.r are 
vqiyfew)^ Tin his arrival here Iniyat Alldh Khdn* will' 


X. D«paty' minister ot AQningzebeatter the tfeath e( (166)). 

Re died is the same yon ' Riseri^nat Dame. was Abnl htulk Toni, and* 
he revised the *Bidsh£h Nimeh* of hrohammad tVarls. At first he was 
chief steward of Aeningzebe. He wasaoobleman of Kborfsan and was 
Very honest and well versed Ii* astrology. His coonseli were essentially 
nsefnl to- Aomngzebe. Bernier mentions him in his book and calls him 
t'The illastrioss Fazll Khan, a minister charged with ihe weightiest concerns 
of the empire, on whose decision depended the amount of my salary as 
physician,** 

Therewos another man bearlog-the same title, whose origlrmt ztame 
was A’atimad Khan. He was boisoored with the title of Fazil Khan in 
>689. He also was chief steward. He died of plague in 1690, 1 

There- was a third man holding the same title, who war also chief 
steward. In 1697 he was appointed governor of Cishmete In place of Abw 
Nasr Khan. He left Cishmere for the Deccan, but died on -the -^vay. 1701* 
It Is not clear which of the last two Is mentioned here. ^ 

3. Governor of Borhanpur. In 1664 he-was-made governor of UJjainv 
- •- 3. Cf. Let. XXXVI. r , , 


4* Aamngxtbe's chief secretary who collected the emperor's leltem 
inown as ‘Ruia' at-i-Alamgiri * which are hwe translated into English, CL 
■preface & Let CX\X * 
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act for hinij though he has much work H^Ezeh MariSm® 
claims a better right Her son (» <? * Inayat Allah Khdn) 
Is known to me by his ability , but he is harsh towards his 
relatives Directly and indirectly I often tell you by way 
of advice, “ Ragunath Sa'ad All^h Khdn® did not assign 
financial posts to his own brothers and used to say, * Those 
very brothers are (like) officers who bring rum to the houses 
(of their masters) May God guide or kill them’.” 


LETTER LVII.i 

Rialted son, the delicious mangoes (sent by you) 
sweetened the palate of the old father. May the happiness 
and fortune of the young son ((t e , A^azam) be augmented. 
(Verse) “ Whatever proceeds from a friend is good " 


1704. LETTER LVIIL 

Exalted son, life of the father, produce of the life of the 
father (1 e , dear son), the province of GOjarat^ is not like 


5 A ncrse of A’azam and roottier of Inayat Allah Khan and tntoress 
of the princess ^ib ua Nisa Begam, Aomugzebe’s daughter By her 
influence I er son Tvas raised by degrees to the ranL of 3£oo 

6 All ndu chef srho sras broogbt op, patronised and introduced 
into the royat presence of Shah Jehan by Sa' ad Allah Khan Shih Jehan 
jnadc him bis zn nister He whs called Rai Ra an, the King of Kings In 
3659 Aurnngrebe conlened on him the title of Raja Ragnnalh He was a 
deputy min ster to Aurungzebe and d ed in 166} Bern er mentions him as 

lie Raja Rignal, who acts as sulci' T hen he accompanied Aurunyrebe in 
Jus journery to Cashmere. 

1. Cl Let IX. 

I Gujaratis said to be a contracted form of ‘Gurjar Rashtra’’, the 
country of the ‘Gurjars’, who are supposed to have come from Gurjana or 
Georgia, a province of the North of Fersa now in the possession of Rnssia, 
‘linovn for I er beaoties- Cf Goprit, a town in the Punjab, nh re a 
battle nas fou^l ( Lctnevn tic SiLhs and the Eoglish 
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Beitgtil, the Deccan and CAbfll (i.e., Gtijartlt is in the 
middle of the empire and not on the borders, like BengAl, 
the Deccan and Cabul) that owing to a great distance and 
a frontier of the kingdom, the appointment of commissioners 
(for Gujarat) should be accepted voicns nolens (by you) 
(i.c., the commissioners for Gujardt must not be appointed 
' by others but by ourselves, because it is situated in the 
middle of the empire). Henceforth you should act according 
to my system till the work is executed with promise and 
threat (to commissioners). The police officer of 'the dis- 
trict of Dohud-, who is old and sickly, did not come into 
your presence on account of ^is) physical infirmities. He 
should not be dismissed (from bis post) by you and should 
be left to follow his own way. i 


LETTER LIX. 

Exalted son, a saint wrote a tradition and brought It 
to me (and said), His Holiness the Prophet (».c,, Maho- 
met) — may the benediction and peace of God be upon him 
and upon his family — asked the great (angel), Gabriel, 
* Which service is the best?’ The angel replied, ‘The 
service o! kings which brings benefit and pleasure to the 
needy.* I also wish to enter the service of kings and to 
fulfil the desires of the Mohemadans.” I saId^^“There is no 
objection against this (your serving me)”. 


a. /a rir Monika. Ct Let. XXXI. 

DoknJUaaldtobederjvrf.bysome, from Perl, ‘da’, two and ‘had’, 
Vottnuarirt, breatite it it sttnated on the two border! of Gujarat and hlalva. 
Some laj ,t » * eon. «( Gojami ‘Daki.^ad’, a pUtc of curd ot ci dairy men. 
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LETTER LX.t 

Exalted son, to refuse the presents brought by the 
nobles before you is a loss to the royal treasury. Though 
this time I forgive you for goodness’ sahe, yott should not 
do so m future 


LETTER LXr. 

Exalted son, the Turkey horse'^ vou sent this time has 
a good appearance and nature He is again better than the 
first one. I have named him ‘Sabflk-sair* (lit of a light 
walk, te , swifOi because this name harmonises with the 
thing named (t t , the horse). 

LETTER LXir. 

Exalted son, at your suggestion T made MOswi Khin* 
the chief paymaster. It is suffTcieht if the servant dis- 

I This letter is a testimony to Auraogzebe’i love of money. 
feproaehes his son for not aeeeptio; presents from his nobles 

I “ Merchants bring to court good hones from Iraloi Arab and 
IriV i-Ajam, from Turkey, Turkestan, Badakhshan, Tibet, Kashmere, and 
other countries There are fine horses bred in every part of the country, 
but those of Cutch excel, being equal to Arabs There are two classes of 
hones x Khas (special), a those that are not Klias Grandees and other 
'Maasabdars,' and senior *Ahadis' are iis charge of the stables. The 'Atbegi* 
ss in charge of all horses belonging to the government He directs all 
ofhcers charged with the management of the hones. Thu office is one of- 
the highest of the state. 

•' The Darogah. There la one appointed for each stable. Tlis post may 
be held by officen of the rank of commanders of five thousand down to 
senior *Ahadis ' In th s country, horses commonly live to the age of thirty 
yean. Their price varies from ^oo mohurs to 3 rupees '* Ain-i Akbari 

Hones have been d vid'ed into seven classes These seven classes are 
Acsbs, Persian horses, Mujanoas, Torki horses, Yabus, Taiis. and Jangtali. 
hones ” Ain i Akban 

I An Amir of high rank in Aorungsebe’s court, h s proper name 
being Mua’ au ud Dm Mahammad He was a good poet, and had at first 
assumed Fitrat as his poetical name, but afterwards changed it into Muswi*- 
to wh ch the t tie of Khan wa* added by Aurungrebe. He died, aged 51 
years in the Deccan in 16901 
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tliaVges his ^uiy satisfactorily. His api^earance is not bad. 
1 don’t know hts character.^ (V«rse) “Thft wickedness of 
the soef (t.c., the character of a man) is hot known for 
fnany years.". It is a general rule to imjuire privately 
Into the character of a man who is to be appointed to 
a post. Because in the beginning '(of the service of 
servants) people are deceived by the performance of 
good service hut afterwards they find themselves to be 
. served by selfish servants. Here after Eftikhdr Khin* 
and htuhammad Ali KhAn®, FAzil KhAn* and ‘FazAya! 
KhAn® managed the ‘ fvliAoiAm ’ post well, from whose 
foreheads good signs were seen (to proceed). Physical 
dileases can be cured by doctors; but mental diseases, like 
selfishness, can be remedied only by the Changer of Hearts 
{U, God). • 


LETTER tXm. 

Exalted son, may the Great God protect thee. I 
wanted to make DiAnat Khdn Abdtll KAdir the secretary to 
(™y) grandson Bahddtlr^; but his name does not agree with 
his nature (i.e., be is .dishonest — DiAnat KhAn ' means 'the 
honest KhAn* ). Honesty h not to be expected from him. 


a. Auiwngietse 

he ms given tfae title o{ Eftlkbxr Kliao, He ms appointed *iaujdat* 
Jannpur, vrhereliedicdia 1681. 

3. ^ Aoruagtebc's chief steward. He was very honest, pious end wise. 
He was the patron of Muhammad Muhasas, the merchant prince of Surat. 
He died in t68S. 

4. Cl. Let. LVl. r 

5. He Was serving in a pnblishbg house (dar-Ql.»aiha). 

1. Cf. Leu XI. 
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1704 LETTER LXIV. 

Exalted soHi you possess a sound judgment m executing 
^my) orders Gujarat is the ornament and jewel of India^. 
Here are found men belonging to every kind of industrv, 
art and profession. The sample (of an article) sent to me 
recently from the royal factory in GujarAt is rough and 
costly. You should, of course, make an inquiry into this 
matter 


I, But, «UsI Now she does rot deserve this proud title. Were 
Aurungrebe 10 come to life again he would witf ess this country an quite a 
different state from what it once was To day her industries, arts, and 
professions are ruined and lost lo her and now she is in a degraded 
cOndiUbd 

Bernier mentions the manufactures of Mogol India as * carpets, brocades, 
embroideciet, gold and silver cloths and the various soils of sillc and 
cotton goods, which are used tn the conntry, or eaperted abroad * 
He further says, ‘‘There are ingenious men m eVery part of India, 
Numerous are the instances of handsome pieces of workmanship made by 
persons destitute of tools, and who can scarcely be said to have received 
lastructiofis front a master' Again he says, *‘1 have often admired the 
beauty, softness, and delicacy of their paintings and miniatures, and was 
pare cularly strock with the esploits of Akbar, painted on a shield by a 
celebrated art si, who is said to have been seven years in completing the 
picture I thought >t a wonderful performance ' 

“The imperial workshops, the towns of Labor, Agra, Fatehpur 
Ahmedabad Gujarat, turn out many master^pieccs of workmanship , and 
the figures and patterns, knots, and variety of fashions which now prevail 
astonish experienced travellers’* Ain i Akbari, 

“Painters, seal engravers and other handicraflsmen are countless. 
They inlay mother o'.pearl with great skill and make beautiful boxes and 
inkstands Stuffs worked with gold thread and of the kinds Chirab, 
Fotah, Jamahwar, Khara, and velvets and brocades are here skilfully 
manufactured Imitations of stuffs from Turkey, Europe, and Persia are 
also produced They make likewise excellent luords and da^ers of the 
kinds Jamdhar and Khapwah, and bows and arrows There is a brisk trade 
in jewelrj and silver is imported from Turkey and Irak " Am i Akbari 
“Through ihe favour of If M (Akbar), all products of art, and the 
manufaclurc of woolen and silken carpels and of brocades were extensively 
encouraged " Am i Akbari 
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LETTER LXV. 

Exalted son, from the detailed reports sent to me from 
the Nurbadn^ (I came to know) tint Amiin Allah Beg", 
the superintendent of the artillery of (my) dear son ((* c., 
A’azam), totally defeated the Satandike, wicked and shame- 
less Santa^ and brought safe the provisions of Bdk Khan, 
and his own followers. Indeed, his endeavours and ex- 
ploits, together with those of his followers, are worthy of 
praise and laudation You should show him proper favours 
and recommend him to me also. 

LETTER LXVI. 

Exalted son, Mir Jalal-tid-Din'^, who has resigned jour 
service, is evidentlj the nephew of the late Himmat Khdn® 

1 . Ct Ut XI 

3 C{ L« XXXV 1 1 

3 SxoU)i GoT«pur&y, a brave sencral ond one of llto but officers ol 
Ram Rajah, who attacked Aucungube’s forces bravely. He defeated and 
impnioned many of Auruagzebe*s generals near Gmji lie defeated Kasim 
Khan Again he defeated Himmat Khan and killed him He compelled 
the Mognls under Zul Ttkar Khan to raise the siege of Ginji. llequarrellcd 
with D4nii*i)i jadenv, his companion, rvas deserted by his adherents and 
motdered by Nagoji hfamii, tvhom he had offended, in 169S In 3690 he 
was made 'Senapau* or general by Rija Ram and was styled R 10 Mamlukut 
Madar. He first came into notice m the lime of Shivaji He was an officer 
of greater ability and enterprise. He was ‘the terror of the Mo'*uI 
detachments for seien vears.’ 

Aurungzebe was impolite in writing Hindu names Ho omitted the 
suffix. *jv’ denoting respect, ali« the Hindu, esp , the Mahiatta, names. 
Similarly he wrote Shiva instead of Sbivaju 

This is a further evidence of Aurungzebe's fanatic spirit towards the 
Hindus. Cf Let. 11 and CVHI. 

T He was at first in the scnicc of Abdul Aziz Khan, gortmor of 
Bokhara Cf. Let CL.XXII 

2 Son of Khan Jclian Bahdaur and general of .Vurungzebe who was 
sent against SanUji, by whom he wras defeated and slun, j6f)6, near 
Dodawee Uis original nanwwas. Saijad Musatlar The ntJc of 'Himmat 
Khan was conferred on liim by Shah Jehan Anrungzebc twice appointed 
him goteroor of Allahabad. 

9 




who was ttiy chiel paymaster. He is a true Satyad^, ol 
noble birth, and of a good character. Why have you dis* 
missed him ^ 


LETTER LKVII 

Exalted son, why did the sons of Shamshir Khan^ 
resign ’ There must be some cause for their resignation 
To dismiss old servants for a slight offence and to appoint 
new ones (m their places) is totally useless I am like the 
sun approaching the vault (of the skj- — ic, I am nearing 
death)- What do you think ’ Anyhow, if you come be- 
fore my holy presence and become a king, I won't mind it®. 


LETTER LWJII 

Exalted son, (couplet) “ Your companion must be bet- 
ter than yourself, so that your wisdom and faith may in- 
crease " For a long time I have heard that m your * Jughir * 
districts oppression is practised openly Justice does not 
remove the oppressors for the sake of the poor oppressed 
who have no access to the ruler In the court of God the 
angels write down the acts of oppression in the account of 
the go%ernor appointed (by you or by me)'. What docs it 
mean to guc so much power to the second paymaster and 


3 \ (lesccfl Jmi oi Iki tl MjI omet 

1 He wai prwent wlh M r KKao m Cabul lo rutiuli il c L»aLi 
ALlunv 1667 l!c «ai »eU to Cjbul m ibOo a» a hn Veeper l,d«rc 
1703 he va» KD%craor of 1 »l jr In 1704 1 c w j» j{.no,ntca w.»crnor ul 
Cf Let L\W 1 I 

3 CL I 

3 Cf Ul WMI 

I Cf Ut \t\ , C WM! anJ CL\X 

\urnnjK.bc W3» ju»t, LlcmcataBUticaooluit. 
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to |!ut great confidence In hint so tliat no one has power ot 
speak against his action ? Though it Is right to increase 
the independent power of a man of hustncsi In any w'ay, it 
is simply foolish to give an absolute authority to a servant 
and not to pay any attention to the Important affairs exe- 
cuted by him. (Quatrain) ” Do not associate with an evil 
person ; be a stranger to him (I.e., be far from him). If 
you eat his grain, you wilt fall into his snare (like a bird). 
The arrow, on account of Its straightness, saw the bow 
crooked ; behold, how it left Us hollow I (» e., as the arrow 
does not like the crookedness of the bow and consequently 
leaves it, similarly a good person slioutd not desire the 
company of a bad one and consequently should abandon 
his company)”. (Verse) “Fear the sighs of the oppressed ; 
because at the time of their prayer, acceptance comes to 
• receive it from the court of God (i. e., tlic prayer of the 
oppressed is heard and accepted by God)”» 


LETTER LXIX. 

Exalted son, Eftikluir Khdn*, at the time of the service 
of (his) stewardship, owing to (his) good nature, experience, 
and careful attention, made me the (following) fine state- 
ment, “ Dishonesty docs not consist only in taking and 
dragging property, but in representing truth as untruth and 
untruth as truth.” 1 was much pleased (at these words) ; 
and I issued forth a strict order to all officers and royal ser- 
vants (to the effect) that they should represent to me the 
facts about each person without any exaggeration and 
should not care for the dignities of relatives, acquaintances, 
and strangers. 


Cf. Uu LXII. 



LETTER LXX. 


Exalted son, when His Majesty (Shiih Jehiln) conferred 
the title of ‘ R4o’^ upon Jasvant Khatri' and made him a 
private secretary, he told him, “ You should be honest in 
relation to myself and those who want * jAghirs'. When a 
list of the newly appointed persons and of additional titles 
or ‘jAghirs’ IS brought to me (for reference), you should 
bring before my presence four or live ofticers in the evening 
when 1 am looking at the maps of provinces and the designs 
of buildings in tbe courtyard of the * Ghosal KhAneh,'® so 
that after examining tbe character and lineage of every one 
I will issue an order for ‘ jAghirs’.” In the same way he 
issued an order to the superintendent of the 'digh-tasihah’< 
(to the effect) that he must receive any orders for branding 


1 a Let XVIII 

3 Or Kahatn, (ht ) a warrior, the second ol the lour orietnal casiei 
among the Hindus, and next to a Brahmin (a Hindu print) 

3 Cl Let XLVUI All its avails were painted wiih the maps ol India 

4 (Lit) ‘thebtand of ’correction,’ i e, *i place where horses Mere 
branded, r e , a stable 

Regnlations for branding horws 

“In order to prevent fraudulent exchanges, and to remote the stamp 
of doubtful ownership, horses were for sometime marked with the Mord 
‘nazar* (Sight), sometimes with the siord 'dagV (marl ), and somcUmes wilh 
the numeral V (resen) Every horse that was received b> government had the 
mark burnt on the right cheek, and those that were returned, on the left siJe 

Now a-da) s the horses of every stable are distinguished by their price 
m numerals When horses, at the time of tliC masters, are put into a 
higjicr or a lower grade, the old brand is removed ” Ain i-Akbin 

“ In the iSihjcar of h» reign, IIis Majesty (Akbar) introduced the 
branding sjstem." “ When the brand first introduced, it was made in the 
shtpe of the head of the letter ‘sib,’ and was put on the tight side of the 
neck of the horse Tor some time, »l was made in shape of two ‘alifs’ 
'Jjii heulxoX WtL 

put on the right thigh For sometime again, it was like a bo« with lie 
string taken oH At last, namerals were introduced, which plan best 
frustrates fraudulent practices Tl ^ make iron numenU These new 
8 gns are I kewise put on the nyht thigh ’’ Ain i Akbari 

“The servants (mansabdais) of II M (Akbar) have their horses evtry 
j ear new 1) marked ' Am i- \kbari 
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(ho*rses) with the seals of paymasters and ’ then presenting 
them to His Majesty he must .brand the horses ; and that 
he must give an account of the expenses (of branding) to 
the secretary. ’ ' 

On account of the hardships of the difficult expedition 
I could not pay any attention to state affairs ; consequently 
there was total disorder in the management of orders. His 
Majesty (Shtih JehAn) often used to say, “ ‘ Sar-ktlb’® offi- 
cers, treasurers, police officers, prefects giving final orders, 
,‘karori'® paymasters, and (other) officers should acquire 
honesty and keenness which are the best of all (qualities)*’. 


LETTER LXXI.i 

Exalted son, from the reports sent to the royal court 
by reporters I came to know the details of the story of the 

5. A poll ia the nulllity dcpittmcnu It has other meanings: (a) a 
heavy raac«,' (I>)an out \\ork. 

6. Indian hoanelal officers during the Moguls. Lit. 'having fen 
millions.* 

X. This letter shews Aorungzebe’s great respect and reverence for the 
holy saints. 

Anningrebe was of an ascetic turn of mind. When he was governor of 
the Deccan for the first time during Shah Jehan’s reign he retired from the 
world to the Ghauts for nearly one jear like a ‘fakir’, a Mohemadan 
devotee. 1643. Dara used to call liim (ironically) ‘That saint*. When 
he rebelled against his father (*637) he sent a message to the foolish Murad, 
his brother, to join him, to this effect: “ I want to see you on the throne. 
I don’t like the crown. ^ After jour accession to the throne I will turn men* 
dicant and go to Mecca for pilgrimage,” From these words we find him a 
hjpocritc and double minded, because It was he who came to the throne 
after imprisoning his father and his brother, Murad. The Mohemadans 
praise Aim as a saint wfiife the Cfirfstians denounce lifm as a hypocrite. 

cf. Let. xcin. 

i\liafi Khan praises Anrungicbe’s devotion, austerity, justice, courage, 
long suffering and judgment. Dernier calls Aurungzebe ‘reserved, subtle, 
and a complete master of the art of dissimulation.' 

Many saints nourished in Aumngzebe’s time. The names of some of 
them are as follow: 

Sheikh Muhammad Vans, Sheikh Baydreed, Sheikh Burhdn, Sheikh 
Abdul Latif, Mir NasruJm Ifarvi, and Sai5-ad Sa’ad Allah. ... 
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impudence and misbeliauour of Hidtlynt Keesh-i-PunjUbi 
who, having drunk wine, walked on the enlightened tomb 
of Shdh Bandeh NavAz Gisu Dardz* and (thus) displayed 
his low spirit When that wicked man had gone to that 
(holy) place in a drunken state, you ought to have sent 
your servants with an order to bind him hand and foot and 
to bring him (before you), and then having placed him in 
front, jou ought to ha\e sent him to me along with mace- 
bearersg. Evidently partiality should not be Allowed to 
the reporter, for this, I ha\t sent (to you) strict mace- 
bearers m order to hind the accursed (PunjAbi) and to 
bring him (before me). 

“When unworthy persons, appointed to service, do such 
acts, in such cases I do not shew partiality to any of my 
sons , so wlnt can I do for Indyat Alldh Khdn* and others *' 

1707. LETTER LXXII.i 

(This letter was written m the enlightened writing in 
the state of death). 

a Ayrcat MoliemaJsn saint, bom -at Delhi m 1311 His original 
name was SaJr u<l Dm Muhammad Ilusami , but he \\as commonly called 
<<iisu Dirdr/ because Iw bad 'long ringltlt' He -nas a disciple 
of SheiLh Psis r ud Dir Chlrdgh of Pelhi lie lived at Gnlburga at 
the tune of the Bahatmni kings of the Dcccan and made Prince Ahamad 
Shah his disciple His death took place in the Deccan in the beginning 
of the reign of Ahamad Shah in llis tomb at Gulburga (or 

llasandbid) was sisiced by pilgrims of all sects He was also an author and 
wrote the following books ‘Ad^b al Murid,' • WajuJ aUAshikin,’ and 
' Asmir^aUAsrar ' Ills tomb at Gulburga -uis Msited bj Aurungrebe after 
his conquest of Bijapur t6S6 

3 “Among the ‘Lours* and the 'mansabdirs,* arc mixed many 
‘gur* bar Jars,’ or macebearers, chosen for their tall and handsome persons, 
and whose business it is to preserie order in assemblies, and to carry the 
Ling'sorders, and exee^ite his commands with the utmost speed '* Ilernier. 

.1 Cf. Let L\l 

t. Cf Let VII and LWHI 

This letter, together with the next Icuer, is pathetic and touching. 
Here Aurungzebe repents but too late of his past sins and crimes. Again 
m t1 esc letters ue find Aurungrebe’* ansict} and care for lie safclj of 
his subjects, esp , of the hfohemadans alter his dealt 
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•May peace be Upon you and upon those who arc neat 
you. Old age arrived and weakness became strong (i.c., 
increased). Strength departed irom the limbs. I came 
alone (in this world) and I go as stranger (to the n'ext 
world). I am unconscious about niyself as to who I am 
and of what use I am. 'Time passed away without any 
devotion (to God). (Now) 1 have (only) to lament this 
passing away of time without any devotion. I »*'as devoid 
of administrative (tact) and care for the welfare of the 
people. (My) dear life has been spent in vain. God is 
present in this world but I do not see Him. Life is not 
constant, and there is no sign visible of the past life ; and 
there is no hope of a future life. Fever has left me (on 
account of being ashamed of me). Only the skin is left 
(*.«., there is no flesh uppn my body, i.c., I am very weak). 
Though (my) son Kam Bakhsha^ is gone to Bljilpur,® he is 
near me.' And, you, my exalted son (f. c., A'azam), ate 
still nearer (to me-being in Malwa). The most favourite 
(son) ShAh ^lam^ is at a greater distance than all (sons— 
i*c., at .CdbQl). (My) grandson Muhammad A'azim^ is 
gone, through the will of God, to the frontier of India (i. c., 
near Cabdl). The whole (royal) army (in the Deccan) is 
confused and confounded. The army is restless like me, 
'who have selected loneliness from God (i. c., who will not 
he accepted by God in paradise), and who am in perturba* 
tion, and who am restless like mercury, (But) the army 
docs not understand that there is a greater master (f. c., 
God). I did not bring anything with me (in this world, i.e., 


a. Cf. Let. LX.\1II. 

3 . llinjuslam fotm at Sanskrit Vijaypur, ‘itc V>ciorions CUy.* for- 
merly it was a wealthy city in the Deccan and famou!. for its architec- 
ture. It is now hoivevcr in roins. It was the capital of the Bahamini 
Adil Shahi kings and was taken by Aurungtebe in i6S6. It is called ‘the 
ralinyra of the Deccan.’ 

J. i.c., .Muarjam, AurungzclK’sacw)ndson, the crown priiicc. Cf. Let. I. 

S- Mua^m’s second son. CL Let. LXXXVJl. 
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t came here naked) , (but now) I carry (wjth me) the fruils 
of sms (in the next Avorld) I do not know m what punish- 
ment I shall be involved (there) Though I have strong 
hope m the favours and mercy (of God), my actions do not 
allow me to think over (tc , I am afraid on account of my 
actions) I am unconscious of myself (Verse) “ V hat is 
done IS done I have steered the boat (of my life) in the 
sea (of nonentity— le , now I am dying) Though (my) 
subjects will be protected by God, it is necessary for (my) 
sons to cast their look on outward circumstances that the 
people of God (i.c , subjects) and (especially) the Mohema 
dans may not be killed unjustly Present my last good 
wishes to the grandson BahAdur^ whom I did not see at 
the time of his departure I have (still) another desire (to 
make to vou) Though outwardly the Begum’ is grieved, 
God 1$ her protector. The short sightedness of women has 
no fruit except disappointment Good bye , good bye , 
good bye 


6 The eldeit «on o( A aura Ct Let \I and LWM 

7 / <,ZnatanN»j the only suniv ng daogl ter of Aurunguhe, 
vho died in 170S 
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Letter addressed tu 

Kam Bakhsha^. 

1707. LETTER LXXIIP. 

(This letter was written by Aurungtebe to the prince 
Sultan Muhammad Kam Bakhsha at the time of hss death). 

My charming son, though in (this) world of free will 
(where men act according to their own will), I advised you 
about the divine will, and more than this, about the divine 
power, it was destined that you would not listen to and 
accept this advice. Now I go away (to the next world) as 
a stranger from all ; and I pity you for your want of in- 
telligence and ability; but now of what use ? I carry with 
me (to the next world) the fruits of sins and crimes which 
I had perpetrated (m this world). Nature is wonderful 
that I came alone (i c., naked-m this world) and go (to the 
next world) with this burden (of sins). Though fever 
attacked me for twelve days, (now) it could not bear (my 
leanness) and left me. Wherever I cast my glances I find 
nothing but God. Ifhe anxiety about my officers and army 
and for their future responsibility became the cause of the 
grief of my heart (t.e., I am in grief that my officers and 
army will not be treated and guided well by my successors 
who are weak) I am unconscious about myself. I com- 
mitted many sms 1 do not know how 1 shall be punished 
(by God). Though the subjects will be protected by the 


I Thtjoungejt and favoanle son of turung*ebe, born*,n i(Aj of 
Ijdjujuri He T^as. scnl ia (hnig^ alnn^^KvlJ,. S.vuL '.b/v 

Fikar Khan m But he quarrelled with the father and the son and was 

on the point of joining the enemy when he %va» imprisoned by them. (Cl. 
Leu CLWIV). Afterwards he was released by Aarungzebe’s order 1695. 
In X697 he was appointed governor of^rar. Before 1704 he was governor 
of Haiderabad It; 1707 Aurungjebe made him governor o{ Bijjpur. He 
died in J709 on account of wounds received in battle near Haiderabad 
(Deccan) against his eldest brother Muawam lie \sas a poet and a learned 
man Cf. Let CXXVI. 

j CL Let. VII and LXXII. 
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Master of both the worlds (». e., God), it is a bounden duty 
of the Mohemadans and of (my) sons also to protect and 
save them according to outward circumstances. A’azam 
is also near me ; and I have spoken to him what was ne- 
cessary about you. You should also accept my last wilP. 
It should not be that the Mohemadans be killed (Inwai); 
and the blame (of their being killed) will remain upon the 
neck of this useless (creature— » e., Aurungrcbe). I entrust 
you and your sons to (the care of) God and I myself ask 
your leave for departure (from this world). (My) condition 
IS distracted (i. c., I am restless). BahAdur ShAh is in the 
same place in which he was. (My) grandson, the glorious 
A’azim, is gone to the frontier .of India. (My) grandson 
BahAdur is in the neighbourhood of Gujarat. Hiyat-un- 
NisA (or Zmat-un-NisA?), whohasnot enjoyed the plea- 
sures of the world, is in grief. The Begum knows her own 
condition (i.e., her condition is so bad that it cannot be 
described). Udepuri,* jour mother, was with me in (my) 
sickness. She intends to accompany me (after my death — 
i, c., she will soon die after me like a Hindu ‘Sati’). 
Though my relatives and servants shew wheat and sell 

barley (he., arc hypocrites), you should give them employ- 
ment through kindness, mildness, and carelessness (towards 
their hypocrisy). You should cut the coat according to 
the cloth. May the peace of God be upon you. 


3 According to this wlJ Aurongzebc disided Ins kingdom among Ins 
three survoing sons and appointed Muanam his successor. But this will 
-nasnol carried oot either by A’aiam or bj Kain Bakhsha, because lliey 
successiselj declared -war against iheir eldest brother Mnatzam for the 
llirone and in turn lost llicir lues in the Rdd 

^ The mother of Katn Bakhsha and the fasourite wife of Aurungzebc. 
borne say she was a Christian from Georgia, and was purchased by Dara, 
on whose execution she passed into thAiands of Aurungzebc. According to 
others she was a S sodia Rajpnt woman of Jodhpur Onwe she fell into the 
hands of the Kajpnts of the Rani of Cbitor , but the Rana sent her back to 

Aurungrcbe with lionouf. li^9)’ 

Major Tod and Grant Doff tall her Jodhpur!. 
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Letters addc^ssed to 

^Prince Muhammad Ma’ai-*d-Din BahddCr^, 

the eldest son o! Sultan Muhammad Mliazzam, 

Shdh Alam BahAdor (the crown prince). 

1706. LETTER LXXIV. 

Grandson Bahadur, (your) victory over Malek GhAzI 
and hh defeat gave me much pleasure and I praise you for 
that. As a reward tor (this) great service you are given 
the ‘faujdarship’ of LaL:hi Jungle*, a military title of 
‘.Dah-Hazdr5,“ and an additional title. Along with a*man- 
date conferring these posts, a robe of honour, a sword, a 
horse, an elephant and jewels will be sent to you. You 
should pay greater and greater attention to conquering- 
kingdoms and extirpating the rebels from the district (».«., 
Lakhi Jungle), which should be the duties of princes. You 
should not wait for (my) order to punish the rebels, and 
you should not expect an additional title like (the govern* 
ment) servants, because the kingdom belongs to you (*. e., 
you are a prince). I am like the sun on the border of the 
horizon (i. e., I am old and nearing death). 

LETTER LXXV, 

Brave grandson, the sagacious sons should not write 
(to me) asking for additional titles to reporters. Why do 

I. T^e efJest son of Muazzam, bora In (tie Peccan in 1662. In 1694 
he was sent against Paniala. Aurungzebe appointed him governor of 
Muhan. He came to the throne after hi* father ai Jehandar Shah. 1713. 
Bat in one year he was defeated near Agra, then iinpiisoned, and at last 
put to death hy FarJikh Shtar. He used to pas* most of his time 

■with his mistress Lai Kunwar, 

a. A district neat Delhi, in the Fanjab, It was desastated by Fateh 
Khan Jat in Sher Shah’s lime. * 

3. Cf. Let. XVI. (2000 '2-^2000x3=10000). 
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you make me this unreasonable request ? But if } ou' t^iink 
it proper, the service of reportership will be given to ano- 
ther, because the present reporter does not jierform his duty 
well (he is not a true reporter). (Couplet) When selfish- 
ness came, merit was concealed ; a hundred curtains of 
hearts (t. e., men) fell on eyes (t. e., merit is not appreciated 
and rewarded by selfish people ; they are bhnd to merit)." 



n 

Letters addressed to' 

Prince Muhammad BidAr Bakhta^, 
the eldest son of Sultan Muhammad A’azam Shiih Bah^ddr. 
^ LETTER LXXVI. 

My grandson BahAdur, from outside reports I came to 
know that during the time of your stay at Fatehpur-, 
wicked persons attacked the place of Doharah which was 
attached (given) to JehAn XrA Begum^ for the expenses of 
her garden. The Begum wrote this to. you ; and you ten- 
dered her a letter of apology. Why did you not communi- 
cate this circumstance to me ? Why did you conceal the 
correspondence that passed between you and the Begum ? 


LETTER LXXVII. 

Brave grandson, as you have before sent me o present 
for conquering the fortress of Bareetee ShAh, this (second) 
present for the same purpose is a repetition (only). As 


1. A’azam’s eldest son, bom in 1670. He tooL pan witK his father in 
the Deccan War. In i 6 gi he was ghen the title of ' Baliidu'r.’ In 1703 he 
was appointed gosernor of Khandesh, and in 1704 governor of Malwa. 

rom 1705 to 1706 he was viceroy of Gujarat. He was slain in the battle 
between his father and Muanam at Agra. 1708. Cf. Let. XI. 

2. Lit. ' the City of Victory’; a town near Agra. 

3 * The daughter of Shah Jehan by Mumtaz Mahal, born lit 1614. 
le was accomplished, beautifnl and heroic. Once she was dangerously 
burnt and ttitortd to health by Dr. Boughton, an Englirh physician. She 
le m j68[. She was strongly attached to her hither and brother Dara 
w om she supported ; and thus she formed a contrast to her younger sister 
Roshan Ari who helped Aurungzebc in his ambitious designs and enabled 
iim to dethrone Shah Jehan. Jehan Ara was never married and was 
generally known by the name of li^gum Sahib. She lived with her father 
in the fort of Agra -where he was imprisoned. After Shah Jehin’s death 
(1666} Aurungzebe forgave her former condnct and treated her-with Lmdness 
and hheralitj. , 

In this letter there seems to be some discrepancy which is not clear. 
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you are going on an expedition I do not accept the secfond 
present (because }Ou will require more money for the ex- 
pedition), but forgetfulness on jour part cannot be 
justihed. 


LETTER LXXVni, 

Grandson BahAdur, for removing physical diseases and 
avoiding dangers you should continue the morning prayer 
which IS accepted by God. All erudite and learned per- 
sons unanimously agree that to blow on water by reciting 
‘ SOrat-i-Ikhalas’ and • Surat-i~Shafa'a'^ and then to drink 
that water is the great and immediate cure (of diseases). 
Though to weigh the entire body of a person against gold, 
Sliver, copper, corn, oil and other commodities is not the 
practice of the country of our ancestors and of the Mohe- 
madans of this country (i. e., India), many needy and poor 
persons are benefited by this practice (therefore we must 
also observe this practice)®. His Majesty (Shah Jehdn) 


X Lit ‘ the Chapter on Sincerity * and 'the Chapter onCure’— t^o 
chapters m the Koran This idea $eera« lo be somewhat Zoroastnaa. 

2 This practice o( ‘tola Jana’ (weighing cKaritj 1 was comitioa among 
the former Hindu Rajahs Shiraji also practised this. Here Aurungzebc 
approves of a Hindu custom, though elsewhere (Cf Let 11} he condemns 
Hindu customs and rites Aurungrebe also weighed himself against gold on 
his birthdays and distributed it amongst the poor About Aurungzebe's 
charity, besides (he ‘tola dana’ (charily), it is mentioned in 'Mir>At i Alam’ 
that ‘ the annual sum expended in chant} amounted to one lac and fort) • 
nine thousand rupees ’ Cf Let CLXX\ I 

“ From reasons of auspiciousness, and as an opportunity of bestowing 
presents upon the poor, His Majesty (Akbar) is weighed twice a jetr. 
Various articles are put into the scales. On the first day of the month of 
Aban (15th October), which is the sol^ anniversary of the emperor, H M. 
u weighed twelve times against the following articles gold, qnicLsiher, 
silk, perfumes, copper, ruh 1 tuliya, drags, ghee, iron, nee milk, seien 
kinds of gram, salt. H. M is weighed a second time on the 5th of Rajab 
(the lunar birthday of the emperor), against eight articles, iiz, slier, tm, 
cloth, lead, fruits, mustard oil, and vegetables 
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a!so;used to weigh (against gold, silver &c.) his auspicious 
body twice a year and (then ) to distribute the gold and 
silver equal to the weight of his own body among the poor. 
If this light of my eyes (». e., grandson Bahtidiar) will w^igh 
his body against^ various commodities, which are mentioned 
in the letter, fourteen times a year, it will be efficacious for 
removing mental and physical calamities. (Couplet) “ You 
(t. c., God) know our (man’s) weakness, anxiety, and inva- 
lidity ; and You also know the remedy and cure of our dis- 
eases.” God is the curer and healer ol diseases ; God is 
perfect ; and God is holy. 


LETTER LXXIX. 

Dear grandson, why is your officer*absent from perform- 
ing state affairs? He should not be given, a post in the 
state, because he does not serve -the state and the army. 
You should not act like your officer. Send him to’ me or 
keep him as your servant. This (not performing the state 
affairs though being state servants) is the habit of Eifaz 
Jang and Nasrat Jang^. This light of my sight (i. e., grand- 
son Bahadur) should not follow such men. (Quatrain) 
“The time of permanency (*. e., ol the world) passes away 
like the wind in the desert. Misery and happiness, beauty 
and ugliness, pass away (*. c., time does not stop for any 
one). Everything in the world perishes. The oppressor 


"On botH occasion* tlie lestUalot S»lgmh {birtliday) It celebrated, 7% hen 
donatloBt, or grants of pardon, arc bestoned upon people of all ranks. 

The imperial princes, sons, and graodsons of H. M , are eighed once 
in every solar yeatj” Avn-l-Akbatl. 

According to the Tuzuk'i.Jebangirt aird Fadish.lh fsaiiicli, this practice 
of weighing of the royal person rras}introduced by ALbar. It is an old 
Hindu custom. Even the solar ‘warn’ (ijlh October) was retained by 
Aurungzebe. 

I. This is a bad remark against Aurungzebe ’s Ino generals. Cf. Let 
X\1 and LXXXIV. 
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thought that he oppressed us ($, c., others) ; but the burden 
of oppression remained on his own neck and passed away 
from ours (t. e , the oppressor thinks that the oppressed are 
suffering under his oppression; but really the oppressed are 
free from the burden of oppression after a liine, while the 
oppressor is never free from it in his life, because he will be 
punished for oppression in the next world) ”, 


LETTER LXXX. 

My brave grandson, at this time there is a dearth of 
good men and women (i. e,, are very rare).^ Work must , 
be done according to the dictates of the heart and not 
according to the sayings of bad people. More than this 
cannot be written ; because it causes slander and sin. 
(Verse) “ The wall has got ears ; move your lips after 
'thinking (i. think before you speak)”. 


LETTER LXXXI. • 

My brave grandson, there is an, enmity between the 
physically and mentally weak Khnn Xlam^ and Nasrat 
Jang. You should make Rao DuUp^ a mediator between 
them and reconcile them to each other. Having tried to 
win the heart of Nasrat Jang, appoint his secretary to the 
governorship of Mtllwi. Fidd Khdn® should be sent for 
stewardship* 


X. Cf. Let. LVI. 

I. Title of Ikhalis Kh^n who ectved under Aurungrebe. He was 
raised to the rani of 5000 m 1689, with the title of Khan Alam. In 
the rant of 6000 was conferred on him. He toot an acme part in 
capturing Sambhiji. i68g After Aurungzebe's death he loot up the cause 
of A'azam against Muazzam and fell In batlie in 2707. 

s. Cf Let. CLXII. 

3. hidi Khan Kutch waa made fitntinor of Kabul m 166S. 
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LETTER LXXXn. 

My dear grandbon, may you be benefited and prosper- 
ous in rehgioiis and worldly matters* You conquered the 
fortresses of Tarkand^ and Navalkand^ from wicked and 
misguided people* May God be praised. The achieve- 
ment of this dear son deserves much praise and laudation. 
Your Shamsheer Khan® is also a good counsellor. A good 
work proceeds from a good man. I changed the name of 
Tarkand into Shamsheer Gadha (lit. the fortress of Sham- 
sheer Khan). The cbnquest of the fortresses by -one (i. e., 
by you) and the claim of the conquest by the other by 

me) excite the special greed of the world conquering (f. e., 
my) treasury. (Couplet) “The sockets of the eyes of the 
greedy arc never filled (i. the greedy are never satisfied). 
Till the shell was not contented it was not filled (with 
pearls-t. e., even the shell is not satisfied though it gets, 
many pearls in it)". 


LETTER* LXXXIII. 

Grandson Bahadur, to win the hearts of soldiers is the 
greatest part of success'-.^ He of a happy disposition and 
of a high birth (i. c., you) should try bis best to execute 
this affair according to the entire sound advice of his fore- 
fathers. Because on the continent of India, this piece of 
bread (f.c., thc.Mogul Empire) is a generous gift (to us) 
from Their Majesties, the Lord of the Happy Conjunction 
(i.c., Tamerlane) and the Resident of Heaven (t.e, Akbar)“. 
If, through the blessings of the bounties of the Transcendent 


1. A tu«-n and fort near bliilipur, m ihc Dcv>.an. 

2. A iov.n and (arc in tbe Uixcan. , 

3 * Cf Let. LWH. 

1. a. Leu V. , 

a* .VujUccr iiuUDCi. g[ liumilur- 


God, you can do (something) for tlic slabiiit) and extent 
(of the empire), the eloquent historians will write down 
the details of it which will remain memorable upon the 
book of the pages of everlasting time (Couplet) “If you 
are going to enjoy the garden, be quick , because the spring 
will pass away like the colour of lawsonia inermis (a 
colouring shrub — t c , don't delay m taking advantage of the 
opportunity offered to you , otherwise you will lose it and 
there will be no chance of your having it again)’’. 


1703 LETTER LXXXIV J- 

Grandson Bahadur, the expenses incurred by Khan 
Firm Jang for his followers (in receiving me when I was 
passing from Bahitdurgadh) appeared to me more than 
proportionate to his rank and salarv. (During my reception 
bv him) I observed guns, ‘rekhlas’*, ‘bins’®, ‘ram-jangts**, 
‘jarayars’®, ‘god-nils’®, ‘shutur-nils’’, *gaj"-naU’*, riding 


I In this Ictiei we find that Wun^tebe could not bear to see his 
generals displaying jreater pomp and dignity thanhimseU, and conhsvated 
much of their property. A part of this letter is quoted by the author of 
♦Ma’asir i Alamgin’ Cf Let CLVII 

3, Wheels or carriages on which guns are earned Vn InJnn word, 
also used for carnages draivn by bullocks, seen often in Lombay 
3 Contraction of ‘agni ban’ =fire arrows (San« ) 

^ Harps inicnted b\ Kam, t1 c loxcr of \ ccs. (Itrs JanQib=tfiati,,is 

harps) Hence, mil laiy horns 

5 Large muskets (an Indian term) 

6 Guns cirned on horses (an Indian word) 
y Guns cart ed on camels (ss Persian word) 

S Guns carried on elephants (an Indian word) bans ‘gaj or ‘gun = 
an elephant Cf ‘ Gaj Pati* or ‘Gan Pati ’ (the Lord of Elephants), a 
Hindu god, son of Sh va and larrau 

** Again, he (Akbar) made another kind of gun, which can easily be 
Lirricd by a single elephant, such guns* hate the name- of gaj nils” 

Am 1 rkkbaii. 
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horses with necessary equipments, Iiorses and elephants 
equipped -with armours stuffed with sUk, other necessary 
^ things of pomp and dignity, and many other things which 
were either necessary or unnecessary. Therefore I con- 
fiscated many of the belongings of the Khan. Why do you, 
who’have got things double those of the Kh^n, waste 
money and spend It without any cause ? To spend money 
after useful things Is necessary ; but to spend it after other 
things useless things) Is for self-adornment. 


1692. Letter LXXXV. 

Grandson Bahddtlr, I read (your) petition word -by 
word. It enjoins two alternatives (t. you should choose 
one of the aUernattves). I must go to Miilvi and Akbar- 
dbdd^-, and yoa, to the Deccan, or Vice versa. Write to me 
which of the two alternatives you find suitable. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 

Brave grandson, this light of sight (i. e.,.dear grandson 
Bahddfir) writes in (the beginning of) many Jettcfs (to me) 

‘ May eternity join with fortune (».«., may your-Aurung- 
zebeVfortune be eternal)’. It is impossible that (one's) 
fortune should last from generation to generation. (Then) 
how will It reach eternity ? (». e., fortune Is not eternal). 
(Henceforth) you should begin every, letter (thus): ‘By 
the blessings of the bounties of. the Unrivalled Exalted 
God’. Because God says truly * Man is created helpless’^, 
(Couplet) “ Know that the opposition of an enemy and a 
friend is from God ; because the hearts of both of them are 
In His possession (1. e., the source of enmity as well as 
friendship is God and not man; because man's actions are 
subject to God's will).'' 


I. Cf. Ut. XI. 

{. A plira^e from ihe Kopn, 
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Letters addressed to 
Muhammad Azun-'fld-Dm Bah'idiir,'^ 
second son ol MQazzamShah Alam Bahadiir. 

1704. LETTER LXXXVII. 

(My) grandson, well versed in repeating the great and 
ancient Koran by heart, some political affairs are taken 
into consideration. I am excessively desirous of seeing this 
light of the eye (1. e , my dear grandson) Havmgi looked 
after the exalted government affairs and being desirous to 
see me, you should, in obedience to my order, appoint 
MGrshid Kulli Khan" to the governorship of your place 
(1. e , BengAI) and (then) should come into my humble pre- 
sence with elephants and the royal treasurj. Nay, if you 
march (to see me) before receiving (my) order, it will be 
considered obedience on jour part, ^ 


1 Atini'ush Shan, second son ol Muazeam. born in 1664 ol n Hindu 
princess Aurungzebe appointed him in 1697 viceroy of Bengal 'ind 
*{aujdir' ol Cucli Bahar I^e made Patna the seat ol his government and 
named It Asimabad In 1698 be sold to the English the 'zammdarship' 
of Chuttanotty, Calcutta, and Govindpur Alter Aurungtcbe v devlh he 
joined his lather (1707) and took part in the battle betvveen Muauam and 
A'azam Second time he was appointed governor ol Bengal -(1707 1711) b_y 
1 IS father Alter the death of his father, he fougi t fertile throne with 
Jebindar Shah and his other brothers* In the end he vv-as drowned in the 
Kavee, a nver in tl e Ponjab while fighting (171s) He was the father of 
Farukh Shiar who came to the throne after Jehandvr SI ah m 1713. 

2 Jafar Khan htisrshid Kulh Khan was appointed governor nF 
Dhana.i'jai^ rcevciaiw. to that be was nMmsiMc tn W.'Jj.t.'m.w.vI. i.wii.'ul' 
Dm In 1704 1 e was appointed sicero) of Bengal He founded il e cap lal 
ol Murshidabad and named it aller bis onginai title He was t) c son ol a 
Brahman converted to Iibm He died in tl e re gn of AIiil aniinad hhah 
about 17 G and was succeeded be lisson n law Siuja id Daub ancestor 
of S rjj d Daub connected with the Illasl Hole of CjI ulta 




■ LETTER LXXXVnr. ' 

Grandson Azim, it is not good to be careless,^ Vibe my- 
self, of the Generous God and of oppression upon people 
who are the deposits^ of the Creator. Especially it is very 
bad for princes to practise oppression-, .You should always 
accept a's right, heartily and secretly, the true (religious) 
doctrines of death, resurrection, ‘Sir^t’,® and divine punish- 
ment (after death). Every moment you should know that 
you are to depart from this world so that the new branch 
of hope will rise from the dust of expectance and the 
flowers of blessings will not be removed by the wind of the 
sigh of the oppressed ft*, e., you will not be disappointed by 
the curses of the oppressed). Whence did you learn this 
peculiar habit (of oppression) which was neither practised 
by your.grandfather nor by your father? It is better to 
eradicate this foolish haWt (t. oppression) from your 
mind. I considered you better than other princes (t. e., my, 
sons and grandsons) and I thought you to be a future king. 
(Verse) “ What we think proves to be false (or contrary- 
i.e., man proposes, God disposes)”. 


z. Men are considered to be tlie deposiU of God in tbix world. • 
Cf. Let. VII, ' • 

i. ADrung;zebe osed to giie advice to princes how to manage state 
aHairs. He wanted (o impress upon their minds his standard of hioglj duty 
(or the tesponsTbilUies «{ government. 

3. The bridge on the border of bell, crossed by the dead-mentioned in 
the Avesta and in the Koran. Ilis. named-’ChltarinLPjd- hvj 
Here we find Aorungzebe'i sense of Jnstice and faith in religious matters, 
Cf. Let CXXXTT. 

The author of ‘Mlr-At-i-Alam* calls Anrungzebtf *• This most virtuous 
monarch,” and says, ” He is remarkable for his rigid attachment to religion.” 
Again the author says, “He never puts on the clothes prohibited t 
*• religion, nor does he ever use vessels of silver or gold." There it is saj 
that Anrungzebe as a strict Sunni, followed the doctrines o'f Abu Ha^)il 
and was perfectly acquainted with the commentaries, traditions and law( ' 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Grandson of high dignity* you have requested me re- 
garding the assignment of the district of Shankarptir as a 
‘ Jilghir’ to ShAh Alijdh (i.e., your father), I did not know 
whence you acquired such weH wishing. It is no matter 
had Alijdh himself requested me about what you requested. 
Otherwise remo\e such foolish ideas from (your) head ; be- 
cause they do not increase love and friendship (between us). 
Nay such fooHsU ideas are proper to be a cause of affliction 
to self conceit and pride. 


LETTER XC. 

Grandson Azim, though the produce of the ‘ toddy’^ 
of Mahal^ Is meant for acquiring wealth, it cannot be 
understood which dishonest 'Kizi' gave you a decision (in 
favour of selling and drinking * toddy’). You should regard 
such counsellors, who are the cause of ruin to families, as 
the enemies of your person and property and as the evil 
wishers of your present and future lives. You should 
thank the Holy and High God for His bounty that He has 
bestowed upon you fertile and productive districts and 
everything cheap and abundant. You should consider the 
'protection of the subjects as the source of. happiness in this 
world and in the next world 


I. An innocent drink, of tbe people of Gujarat, Bergat, and o<Iier 
parts of India, obtained from date.treet and paim.trees. The Mohemadant 
are stnctlj prohibited in the Koran frpin drinkin^ any intpxicatmg 
spirits. 

a. l</t, Ra^Mabil, a dwtnct of Bengal, Tbet® ate. many MaKaH 
(lit. districts) indifferent parts of India. C(. Punch Mahal, m Gujarat; 
Bar Mahal, in the Madta; Piesidenc}. 



• Letter -addressed to 
Amir-^l-Umartl Shdyasta Khan*, 

Governor o{ Akabarabad.* 

1659. LETTER XCI. . 

Faithful friend of auspicious nature, may you live 
under the protection of the Exalted God. I am anxious 
for you. On Tuesday, the 20th inst.'of Rabi-dl-Awal’— 


I. A general of Shall Jehaa and (maternal) uncle of Anrnngzebe of 
nbora be waJ a great supporter in Shah Jeban’s court. Jfe -n-ss the »n of 
Asaf Khan, Nur Jehan’* brother, after whose death Shah Jehan appointed 
him his minister. id{i. Shah Johan appointed him governor of lierarin 
1638 and gosemor of Gujarat In 1651. During Shah jehaa's reign lie took 
part in. Uie Deccan \W with Anrungrebe who gave him (he title of Khan 
Jehan in 1636. In 1638 his nephew conferred on him the title of Amlfnl* 
Unura when he came to his side by deserting Shah Jehan and Dara. (C(> 
Introd.]. lie svas appointed governor of Agra in (he same year. At the time 
efihevjctory gained over Shuja at' C«jwi hewas governor of Ahbarabad 
(Agra) acting for Aorungzebe. Afterward* Aurungrtbe mtde him viceroy 
0! the Deccan (1659) and ordered him to pnnish Shivaji. At Poona he 
was surprised, when sleeping at night, by a party of hlahrattas under 
Shivaji in a marriage procession; and he narrowly escaped death with the 
loss of some of his fingers. 1663. Then he was recalled from the Deccan 
by the emperor and made governor of Bengal in place of the late Mir 
jQmU. 1666. Here he subdued the pirates of Arahan in (he Bay of Bengal 
svho used to disturb Bengal. Here he proved himself to be a great tyrant, 
llis name is proverbial in Bengal as a despotic and tyrannous ruler. In 
>679 he returned froni Bengal to Delhi and svas appointed governor o! 
Akbaxabad (second time). He died In t69V (Cf. Let. CXXVIIl). His 
original name was Mirzi Murad. ^‘‘He was, without doubt, by his birth 
and connections, the fast inbject of the empire, not of the royal blod; and 
Aurungzebe treated him as such to the end of his'life.” He was on 
invaluable coadjutor of Aurungzebes “He had the reputation of writing 
the most insinuating letter, and nslng the most persuasive eloquence, of 
any man in Hindostan." (Dernier). 

3. The favourite and frequent abode of the Mogul emperors, esp , of 
Alcbar who rebuilt the city (Agra) and named It after himself. It stands 
on (he Jamna and contains the famous Taj Mahal. Cf. Let. XI. ' 

3, The third Mohemadan month. LIL ‘ the first time of spring or 
haxtest.* 
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the day of writing this letter to you — Shflja*, whose lot was 
defeat, encountered the victorious army which was under 
the victorious stirrup of this most needy person (le, Au 
rungzebe himself) to God Whose name is glorious, and 
found the return of evil actions m (his) lap, fuU of his own 
misfortunes (i^c , he was defeated by me) (Couplet) "From 
whose hand and tongue can come out the responsibility of 
thanksgiving to God fully (t e , no one in this world thanks 
God fully for His b6unttes) ’ ” The details of this great 
victory® (of Cujwa over Shuja) will be written to you 
afterwards I pursued the cowardly Jasvant Singh® who 


4. Shah Jehaa’s second son He was governor of Bengal m his 
father's time When Shah Jehan felt ill in 16^7 he marelied upon Pelhi 
With a large army but was defeated at Bahadurpnr, near Benares, by Raja 
Jai Singh and SuliDiati Shekob, Daras son Afterwards he led an army 
a^inst Aurangzebe when the latter became emperor, but was defeated at 
Cujwa, near Allahabad 1659 This is the victory (ol Cujwa) mentioned in 
the letter Then Shoja fled away to Assam and was pursued there by 
Muhammad, Aurungrebes efdest son, and by Mir Jumla, Aur)iDgzebc’s 
general At last he d ed miserably at Arakan, an Burma 1660 Shuja 
wasaShiab, adrunkard, aadasensnal Mohemadan "He was too snncli 
a slave to his pkasores, ’ (Bemtet) ' He was mote discreet flemer of 
purpose, and eacelled him (Dara) in conduct aod address.’ (Bernier) 

5 Aurungzebe was on t1 e po ot of defeat but the tables were shortly 
turned against Shuja through the bravery and presence ol mind ol M>r 
Jumla The battle was lost to Sboja through h s mistake of dismounting 
bis elephant earlier like Para at Samugarh The date of the battle (16^9) 
may be found from the following Forsian verse ‘ Shavad fateli mubarak 
bada ’ (may the victory be happy) 

6 Raja Jasvant Singh (lit tie glorious or victorious lion] Maharajah 

ol Marwar, in Rajputana was a Rajput general of Shah Jehan with whom 
he was related \long v ilh Kas m Khan he was sent by Dora aga ns^ 
Murad and Aurungzebe Had be attached them soon as they appeared on 
^h/s.'s;j;piWA tA. Ob-MTirtiSycn, Vnej utraVi knrM: 's'W-w 

easily defeated and the course of Indian history would 1 ave been quite 
different He delayed and attacked then after two days but was defeated 
and fled away to Maiuar cfa efly through the baseness and treachery of 
Kasim Khan and his Mohemadan followers 1657 Tor this d sgraeeful 
n I the Raja was sctcrcly uken to task by Kis wife \ftcr Dara s defeat 
at bamu^aib (16^9) he dcseneJ liw and joined Aurungzebe. Before the 



had jolricd the endmy (i.e., Slnaja) 
but he fled away and went to 
has gone to his own native place (t c., Rdjpiltantv). He has 
suffered a great loss in this world (by bemg a coward) and 
will suffer it In the next world (by being an infldel; for he will 
not enter paradise). On hearing the purport of this royal 
order, this arm of sovereignty (t e , Shnyasta Khdn) should 
perforin the necessary things for joy and pleasure (t e , 
should observe the day of victory as a public festival) ; and 
should give thanks to the True Giver of Bounty (i e., God) ; 
and should entirely engage in preserving this province 
belonging to you (i.e., Akbardb-^d). Immediately I sent 
my dear son, Muhammad Sultan BahddQr^, in pursuit of 
this ungrateful man (»c, Shtlja). I will soon come to 
Akbardb^d. 


last night betote thb battle j 
Abbantbad. Evidently he 


fight at Cajwa, near Allahabad, tilth Shoja, he departed Aurungzebe and 
made an attack upon hW rear at flight bat belore ShujaMat defeated, he 
fied away to hfarwar through Akbarabad (1659). Shayasta Khan, goiernor 
of Akbatahad, vras going to poisoa hitnjelf through /ear vhen the Raja 
camt to Agra. Afterwards he was pardosed by Aurungzebe and was agam 
taken into his service He was made gosemor of Ahmedabad. Then he 
was sent into the Deccan against Shivaji. Afterwards he was made govern* 
or of Cabul where he died in 167G. Maharajah Jasvant Singh, 'one of the 
greatest Rajahs of Hindostan,’ was not of a firm and constant znmd and 
was a traitor. He did not help the fallen "Dara owing to the advice and 
thredts of Raja Jai Singh A letter written to Anrnngzebe, concerning the 
* Jizcea ’ or poll-tax, on the non'MoIiemadans, is generally ascribed to 
Jasvant Singh, 

7. Aurungzebe’s eldest sOii, bom irt tGjg Ue took part m the battles 
ofSatnugarh (1639) and of Cajvva (16^9) It was he who first entered the 
capital and took possession t>{ It lor his father He, along with Mir JumU, 
was sent to Assam m pnnuit of Shnjn. Itut aflera ume he deserted him 
and went over to his unde who. gave him his daughter in marriage 
Nevertheless Shnja was totally defeated Mir Jumla alone and fled away 
to Arakan. Now the prince saw hts mistake and came over to his father's 
army, but was imprisoned fay his father. He died 111 prison at the castle of 
Gwahof in 1676. lie ■was married to a daughter of the king of Golconda. 
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r Letters addressed to 

Umadat-dl-Mfllk (the Best of the Kingdom), 
MadAr-til-Maham (the Pivot of State Affairs), 

(» e ,) Asad Khdn ^ 

1704. LETTER XCII2, 

According to the request of that sacrifice (for me-ie, 
Asad Khdn), the post of second secretaryship has been 
given to Sadr-Od-Din Muhammad Khdn Safavi,® Now he 
should be summoned and be informed of this favour. Till 
his arrival that good natured man (te, you) should also 
examine the ledgers so that the clerks mav not have a 
jijiscbievous power by wickedness, and the business men 
may not suffer for the closing of the affairs (Quatrain) 
" Every one must purify his mind, every one must polish his 
mirror (1 e , heart). Help those who are distressed, hear 
that this goblet (1 e , this world or life) will give its voice 
(1 e , you will have the rew ard of your actions m this life)”. 


I Son of Zul Tilai Khan At fi«t he lened Shah Jeha» Re -was 
IKOnd paymaster oi Shah Jehan and of A ininjtebe Aurut) jzebe appoiated 
him his mioisCer la after (he death of /a'a/ar Khan la 1674 he 
res gned the min stenh p, but m 1(^7 -was made phme mtn sttf He was 
ahoageneral Hewassenta^ainstG nj but failed to take U fleTiras called 
•Limadai ul MUlk' tibe Best of the K ngdom) After Auhingtebe*s death he 
Seried Bahadur Shah and Jehaodar Shah Ife d ed broken hearted in the 
reign of Farutli Sh ar, by whom he irts arrested, at ihe age of e nety four. 
1716 Re had two sons, one of wboraw-as called ZOI Fikir Khan, al as 
Kasrat Jang, and was tread eronsljpottodeathby Farokh Shiar Anranpehe 
sajs in h s last will to i s sons, ' There cannot be a better suier than Am r. 
ul Umara (1 « , Asad Khan, who had rece aed this t lie from Aurungzebe 
in 170 ) The ‘ Se r ul ilutnler n calls faun ‘ The last member of that 
anc ent nobil t> wh ch hat confetsed so much 1 tmour on tie emp re. ' 
Iradtl Klan sa}s * Tor abo\e .00 >ean the r family had filled the highest 
ofTces in (lie state 

Inthclatier pomon of tl is letter we find \urnnjzet<‘ expressing 
d $S“st for false sa nls Cf. Let CMI and CL\ 1 \ 

3 Cf Let CLW aud CL\M 
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That sacrifice (»c., you) should write to KhKii JehAn 
BahAdfir* (to the effect), “The horse merchants and others 
are complaining. This is a true tradition that ‘ Oppression 
will cause darkness on the day of judgment.’ Why did you 
not remember this tradition ? Why did you forget death 
which is near your artery tvhich is approaching you) ? 
Fear the wrath of God and the punishment of the emperor 
(».e., Aurungzebc)^. (Couplet) * The mildness of God deals 
leniently with you ; but'if you go beyond ,(tlie mild treat- 
ment) you are disgraced (or punished by Him).' 

That sacrifice (i.e., you) should tell Nasrat Jang (your 
own son) and inform him that I will send liim (as a present) 
an emerald ring which .rvill not contain (on its collet) all 
his titles. If he agrees, only the name * Nasrat Jang' will 
be engraved on it and then it will be sent to him as a 
present. (Verse) “ Do you know what was engraved on 
Solomon's rlng?^ There was written in gold on the collet, 
* This wo:M passes away.’ ’* 

I saw the saint brought into my presence by RAh 
AUAh KhAn® (the Second). He was like a dandy and not 
like a former true saint. On seeing the saint I remembered 
the advice of Miyon Abdil Latif® — may his holy tomb' be 


4 . CL Let. XXVIII. 

5. Further evidence of Auruiipebc** wnre of Justice. Cf. Let. XIV, 
The second portion of the letter seems to have been svricten not in 

1701? because Khan Jehan Bahadur had died in 16971 

•i. y.uv.* 

7. Solomon the Wise, son ol David, a king and prophet of the Jews, 
Solomon’s ring imell known in Persian literature. It svas through this 
ring that he is said to hate erercised his power and authority over all men 
and genii. Once he lost It and consequently lost Kis kingdom and throne. 
But afterwards It was found and then he recoserej liis lost kingdom 
and throne. 

8. Cf. Let. CXX. 

9. Cf. Let. XXII. 
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sanctified — u ho one daj , spohe to this sinner (i f , Aurung- 
2 cbe), “\ou slioukl n6t msi* saints I said, “If wc 
worldly men engrossed in sms do not perform God s duties 
by paying the perfect saints a short visit ^^hatnlUbcour 
case and condition ’ He replied, “ The prohibition is 
meant for the saints of the present time who do not follow 
the wajs of the great saints of the past If jou paj them 
a MSit, jou will be more blind (than before) And this is 
not good May God protect )ou That sacrifice (i r , 
jou) should write the saint, “ It is ordered bj the emperor 
(i c , Aurungaebe) that jou should obej the order of God 
and gi\c Him satisfaction You are free to go wherever 
JOU ill c Henceforth JOU should not disturb the emperor 
and me by j our \ isits You will be gn en a fhted allowance 


170 } LETTER \CIIP 

That sacrifice, let It be known to JOU that thil sinner 
(te , Auriingzebe), who had refused to visit the above men- 
tioned saint (of Let \CII} has pardoned him by reading true 
traditions of the doctors of the Mohemadan law When I 
thought well (upon this) I found my refusal to visit the 
saint due to the deceit and deception of the worst passion^ 
Otherwise how could 1 1 ecp my desire (of v isiting the saint) 
under conlroP (Verse) Passion is a dragon (1 c , it in 
jures others) , how can it die ’ It lies congealed on 
account of the w ant of means (* e , passion never dies in a 
man whether it remains active or inactive m him) 
May God be praised that I have not jielded to passion and 


10 Cl Let L\XI Aurane«tie s coiKempt for tl c assaniei] sanet 
of tlerv ses si e vs that 1 c as not supent t oas 

1 TU s letter s n con nua on of tf e Kllcf part of IfiC above le ter 
Jlere Vurungzcb cl anjjes 1 s n nJ 

2 Cf Let C\\\I\ 
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its deception. Especially, to rejoice at the loss o! olheri is 
an act of passion. That sincere sacrifice (t.c., you) should 
request the holy saints to pray for (my) good, happiness, 
and escape from the fetters of passion. The (above-men- 
tioned) saint himself is a virtuous and noble minded Saiyad 
(a true descendent of the prophet Mahomet), If he prays 
sincerely (for us) it is good. O God \ let me live as a 
saint, make me die as a saint, and revive me on the day 
of judgment among the saints*. Amcn| ! amen ! amen 1 


LETTER XCIV. 

According to the request of that sacrifice (».«•» Asad 
Khdn), Ateek Alldh Khdn has been made permanent in his 
post. For this he must observe many conditions. Firstly, 
he must every year increase the revenue of (his) district ; 
secondly, he must not practise oppression upon the 'Ahadis'^ 
and must*not ruin any village ; thirdly, he must make free of 
robbers the boundaries of his own * faujddri’ and make them 
full of safety, so that traveUers, way farers, merchants and 
* bipdris’* may travel without any anxiety. If he accepts 


3. Cf. Let. LXXr. 

I, An Indian mlitary corps of the time ol tb<S Mognlj, They were 
warranted officers. 

’Most clerks 'of the imperial offices, the painters of the court, the 
foremen in ALbar’s workshops, Ac., belonged to this corps. They 
were Called * 5 \fiadi*,* or nngfe men, because they stood under 
Akbar’s Immediate orders. The word *Ahadi,’ the ii of which is the 
Arabic 2, was spelt inofficial returns with the Persian V; so deep rooted, 
sajs Badaoni, was Akbai's hatred for eveiythlng which was Arabic.’ 

“For the sake of the convenience of the Ahadis, a separate divan 
(secretary} and a paymsier were appointed, and one of the great Amin Is 
their chief. Many Ahadis have indeed mote than Rs. 500 per mensem.'’ 

; Ain-i-Akbari. 

3. An Indan word for ‘merchants.* Cf. Let. XX. 
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these conditions and acts according to thcmi he will be 
given a written document for the post , otherwise, not 
When the second Khalif Umar,^ the Lord •{ the Believers— 
may God be pleased with him— -appointed, in his ‘ kJnlAfat' 
one the governor of a province, he made some condition 
with him. (i) He must not allow the door Veeper to havi 
a watch near the door of the court so that people migh 
represent their needs before him without any difficult} 
(3) He must spend hts time m rendering services to the peo 
pie of God. (3) He must not ride (but walk on foot, so tha 
people might represent theirneedstohim) (4) He mustno 
take anything from the royal treasury for himself or fo 
his family^. He must follow a piofession and (thus) ean 
his livelihood by lawful means. If he cannot earn it o 
account of old age or sickness, he might, by the advice c 
the true believers, take (from the royal treasury) oceasior 
ally one or three 'dirams*,^ more than this must not b 
allowed. (5) He must show (his) courage by dealing ou 
justice to people , and in deciding cases he must not b 
partial to relatives' and friends Many other conditions ar 
also written in chronicles and histones We, who are th 
followers of the Khalils, should try our best according t 
our ability. O God ' guide us to the right path , and cor 
fer peace upon good and virtuous people. 


-3 Umar bin Khsttnb, one of ttiofour Khaltfs after the Prophet- 
In 04 VR for h s just ce nod braveijr He was one of the favourite cotnpanio) 
and father m law of Mahomet He rated for nine} ears [634 643) as secoi 
Khalif after the Prophet He was murdered by a Persian slave nam< 
Firuz. £43 It was be who destroyed the old Persian empire The ci 
ot Bussora was founded by bun 

Khalif means 1 terally *a follower' or ■ successor* (At) of Mahome 
then the term came to be appl ed to the acknowledged head of t1 
Mohemadans, both in pohticat and rel gious matters Here Aurnngzel 
claims to be a great adtocate of just ce ^ 

4 C( Let LI 

5 A smalt co n, worth abont ttia pence 
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1703. LETTER XCV.i 

That sacrihce, you should bring to-day Mtlna*am Kh/in^, 
the deputy of Shnh Alam, who has been also made his 
minister, into presence for giving him permission to 
depart, so that I should acquaint him with particulars 
about the evil intention of the wicked Akbar'^ who, witli 
the hope of (receiving) help from the Persian Demon of the 
Forest*, has stayed in Hirnt'*, near Kandahar®, and through 
the suggestion of the governor of that province, does not 
move further ; and who is waiting for my death. (Verse) 
“ I did not forget the words of the musician who, at the 
time of applying his bow to the cups (or pots) which cause 
danger’, used to say * I do not know whether the stone of 


1. The porport of thii letter » meolione«i the author of * Ma*8ssr>i- 

Alamgm*. 

a. Cf.Let.Vn 

3 Aurungrsbe’s foarth son, born of the daughter of Kavas Khan of 
Ahmedab^d, th 2676. In 1677 he was appointed governor of hfalwa t and 
!n 167^ governor of Multan. He joined the Rajputs and rebelled against 
hts father. 1680 He marched against his father wsth a Rajpui force under 
Durga Das , but failed in his attempt through Aurungzebe's presence of 
iRiod and cunning. Then he went to the Dcccan and joined the Mahrattas 
Under Sambhaji, Shivaji’s son, at Rahiri (Cf LeU C\I). After a time he 
started for Persia 1683 There he liscd at Garmsir in Khorasan under the 
protection of Shah Husain Safavi of Persia as his guest and died there in 
17®^ Thus he died one year earlier than his father as was expected in this 
letter The sery words ‘the wicked Akbar* {‘Akbar-i Abtar') are also 
■pplied by Khafi Khan to this rebel prince Bernier says that Aurungzebe 
nominated Akbar for his successor • He was restless, turbulent, arrogant, 
and mischievous ’ 

i A contemptuous term for the Persian king Shall Ilusam of the 
Safavian dynasty. 

3. Cf Let. I 

C Cf. Let I Cf Sanskrit *GIiandharva ' 

7. This refers to a kind of Indian music in which several cups full 
of uaterare placed one upon another andthenabow is applied to these 
pots for producing music. There 1$ moat probability and thus danger of 
these pots being tumbled down. 
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tlie stcy of destiny destiny itself) Will break yoU 
the pots) or me the musician) sooner* Mtina'am 
Khan’s plan must be nothing but this that he should leave 
his own son at CAbuP with a large army, that he should keep 
Muhammad Ma’az-^d-Din Bah^Qr^® at hiultdn^^ with 
great preparations, and that till the decision of this case, 
i.e., till the death of this mortal (i,e., Aurungzebe), there 
should be contentment in peace and in the division of the 
kingdom. 

I tell you as a last advice from me that there have 
been many ambitious men, who by kindling the fire of 
warfare, have involved the kingdom into misery, passed 
their lives In bitterness and died with repentance. Ooe of 
these men was Diri the Pompous. Had he listened to the 
advice of His Majesty (Sh6h JehAn) he would not have met 
with misery and misfortune. It was proper that he should 
suffer misery (because he did not pay attention to Shah 
Jehdn’s advice). Though ambition gives man rest for a 
time, it makes him restless (for ever).i2 q God 1 better 
the condition of the followers of Mahomet ; and have 
mercy upon them. in this world and in the next world. 


• 1706. ^.ETTER XCVI, 

I have communicated my devoted servant (ic, you) 
the report, sent to me by Amjad Khan, containing the mis- 


8. Auningzebe sa}$ Ke not knoir wkelker ALbar or be himself 
would die earlier. He thinks that most probably Akbar will die before hint. 
Here Aurun^ebe is compared to the mostcian and Akbar to the cop. 

Q. During (he lime of the Moguls it formed a part of the Indian 
Empire. Now it.belongs to Afshaniitan'and forms the capital of that country, 
the Amir of Afghanistan residing there. 

10. Cf Let. LXXIV. 

It. A town in the Funjjb. 

. 13. Here Aurungtebc seems to forget his own ambition for Steering 

the throne by fout means. ' ' ' 



management of the grandsons of the grandees and of the 
son of Muhammad MnzaHar Bakbsha. You should write 
to "Muhammad laar Khnn\ who is negligent of Go^d like 
-myself, according to my order, for imprisoning the rebels 
of ‘the capital (i.e., Delhi or AgrA) and lor not ‘neglecting, 
in future, such worldly necessary affairs which arc truly 
religious. Though It is not necessary I will also send 
you the order. .(Verse) “You have got eyes; and the 
world Is before you.' There is no need of the' teacher and 
of the teaching ({.e., man must get his experience from the 
world and not from books).” 

I came, to know from the letter of a friend that 
Muhammad A’axam (Aurungzebe’s third son) appointed 
his own servants, on the royal road, to the post of 
*ddk chauki^ *. Does he mean to receive the reports of 
the events (Itappening In hts district)? It is strange 
that you have not represented to me this case. Possibly 
the prince is not in hts mood (i.e., is careless and in- 
different to his work). If he is not particular In his work, 
how will he manage the state affairs which are a sample 
of the affairs of the court of God (t.e., which are religious 
and divine)® ? You should write to him to do away with 
that private (and not of state) invention (of ‘ ddk chaukt ’ ) 
which he has introduced ; otherwise it will be abolished by. 
force. I ask forgiveness from God for niy every crime 'and 
turn to Him (for repentance). (Couplet) “We cease speak- 
ing. This is sufficient for the wise. We cried out whether 


z. Son of latimad Khdn, granJson of Asaf Kh jo, a nobleman of the 
time of Aorungzebr. -Ile^vas apjmiateiJ go\crnDrot Shah jehan Abjd and 
died in 1696. He was tno^'n for hi* honesty. There •was another man of 
the same name, txhoMSs also gmemorof Shah'Jchan Abid. In 1703 he 
svas mode ‘faujdai* o! Mozidabad. 

a. Post; police stations from which reports can be carried to him 
immediately (an Indian , 

3. Cf. Let. Xll svhere the prince is represented as idle and passln" 
sway his time in hunting. Cf. Let. XXVIIL ' 

13 




tlicre was any one jn the village, (/.f., a word to the wise 
is sufficient. I ha\e given the prince sufficient advice; noiv 
it is for him to act according to it) **. * 

The ring, with an emerald collet, which last night I 
selected for Kolh Khitn, is simple (te., not engraved). 
Now I remember that his title is Chin Killch KhAn*. You 
should write to the head ol the jewelry department'' to 
call an engraver, to get the ring engraved with all his 
(Kulli Khdn's) titles and then to send it to the above>^ 
mentioned KhAn. 


Nium ul Mulk, Asit Jih, fits on£inal name beins Mir Kamr«!id> 
Dm. Ife tool part m Clic Decern Star. In 1699 he «-3s honoomt «t(h the 
title ol Chii) Kilieh Khan. In i;ea he watoppomled cotersor ol Dijapur. 
He «li»lm{ru>ihe>l himiell in the ttegeoi V4kinpath. 1706. Bahadur Shah 
made him Mcero/ of Oade. 1707. In 1713 rataVb Shiar conlerred on him 
the title of Nimm-ul Mull and appointed him aiceroT* ol the Deccan. Alter 
the iWenlirow of the Saij-aJ brother* liewat made viaier to Muhammad 
bhah. Alter a time he etiabliihed himself as an independent ruler at 
llaiderabad in the Oceean. lie sia* sent bjr Muliammad Shah a^inst the 
MahraiUs svho eompelled lum to sign a consention at Sironji. 173I. He 
died in 17^8 He s\a» the son of Vitui Jaog and the founder ol the present 
Hiiam dynasty ol Hatderabad Hv was a great soldier and diplomatist 
and ssas respected by escr^ one. 

5, Jasahir Khanch, treasury for precious stones. 

“llis Majesty (1 « , Akbar) appointed for this ofCcc an lotctl gent, 
truslnorth), cleier treasurer, and as bis assistants, an experienced cicrl, 
a zealous darogiU (supwrintenJeni), and also skilful jewellers The found- 
ation therefore of this important department rests upon those four pillars. 
They classified the jcucis, and thus removed the rust of confusion " 

Ain !-Albati. 

Then the author { \bul Ful) mentions tin. different kinds ol jewels 
collccud m the treasury, nsmcljf, rubies, diamonds, emeralds, red and 
blue ‘yaluls,’ and pearls. 
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LETTER XCVn. 

I read the letter sent to you by Rnh.Allilh Kbiin^, 
together with ^he report. But the letter did not please me. 
You will send Rflh Alldh Rhdn the map according to (the 
request in) his letter^ Why should I accept your request 
for keeping Abdulldh Khan^ in his post when he has done 
nothing ? But when the above-mentioned Khiin (i.e.,' Rflh 
Alldh Khan) is his superior, I accede to your request;' 
(because Ruh Alla!) Khan will improve. Abdulidh Khdn). ' 
God gives supplies and provisions to whom He wishes' 
without any calculation. Now you should employ him 
(i.e., AbdOlIdh Khdn) in some diHicult work so that this 
favour (of keeping him in his post) will not prove costly to 
us (by his doing something). 

You have requested me lo favoqr Rdo Dolip'^ tvdth n* 
‘jaldfl’^. Had he taken the fortress before your arrival' 
there, it would have been allowable to favour biro with a 
‘jaldflh ’When you arrived there, what importance should 
be attached to Rdo Bdltp? (And consequently he should' 
not be rewarded with a ‘ jaldQ’ ). But aftcr*aU Jie should 
be rewarded with a *jaldu' for pleasing you or through' 
mere kindness from me. 


t. Cf Let. CXX. J 

, 2 . Along with Muhammad Ameen Khan he wasf sent In 16^9 against 
Jasvant Singh In order to punish him for his treachery. In 1O69 he* was 
made superintendent of the * Ghosal Khioeh.' 

• There Mas another man, beaiiog- the iame name', entitled Punnl, 
Mho sened under Abul Hasan ol Golconda. Iir 1687 he deserted his 
master and went OTet to Anrungiebc, 

3. Cf. Let. CLXII and I.XXXL 

^ A prize gitea tp a tnihl-irj officer for his exploits (a Ttirhish MOrd). 
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LETTER XCVIII; 


This year Ameer KhAn’ sent (me) so late a basket (of 
mangoes) as a present that many of them were ‘spoiled. 
You should write him to ;end me mangoes as soon as possi* 
ble though I do not want ^hcm. (Verse) “ O Bedi! avar- 
ice never contented ; otherwise most of the things of 
Qur livelihood which we use would be useless (i.e., an avari* 
cious man is never contented ; because he covets more , 
tlijngs than what are really useful to him) ”, 


1698. LETTER XCIX’. 

I condole that devoted servant for the death of Ameer 
Kh 4 n® though we must also die. (Verse) “Though the 

1. Cl. Let. XVlt. 

s. AbUul KiUlr a celebrated Persian poet ol India. ‘He \ras a' 

Tartar and in his yaath teried under prince A’azam, Aurungrebe’s third 
son, who one day ordered him to write a panegrric in his praise) but he 
declined to do so and resigned his service and neser afitrnards sersed 
anj one. Hi* chief worts are: *Muhit-i-A*azam * and ' Ruka’at-UBedil.* 
Hc; died in the beginning of the reign of Muhammad Shah. ‘BediP was the 
nom>de*plume of this poet. The line in the letter is addressed to himself. 
Cf. Let. CLXXVIII. 

t. Here we find Auruogzebe giving an order for confiscating the 
property of an officer who was jnsi dead on the plea that the property was 
public. (Cf. Let. CXXVIII and CXLVI). It was not good on hts part 
to do so. He cannot be justified in this. 

The barbarous and Ancient custom obtains In this country (i* e, India), 
of the Ving’s constituting himself sole heir of the property of those who 
die in his service.” ^ Bernier, 

Tlrwunn -cJIf. •/. vi. 'ubiw> -aid. ’r/ionnired. -cuSfuni -yiMidn 'imnuJiti ‘hit 
widows and sons of the deceased nobles to misery and wretchedness. He 
mentions two instances of this nature which happened in the time of Shah 
^Jehan. In one of these the emperor, was deceived and disappointed by the 
trlcL of his deceased noble, NeeLoim Khln. 

' s, Sumamed Mir Mlrin, son of Khalil Allah Khan Yard!, Ms 
original name being Mecr Khan. lie ms honoured with the title of Ameer 
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soul remains (in the body) the path of life fis not endless 
(j.c., man is mortal)*’. That sacrifice (t.c., you) should 
write to the minister of the capital of LAhore^, who is his 
your) brother, “You should confiscate the property 
of the deceased (i.e., Ameer Khan) with the utmost en- 
deavour so that not only ‘nakcer*,* ‘katmeer',® * dAmi*,®. 
and *diraml'‘, but even a piece of straw is not left. And 
having aUo enquired (about his properly) cautiously ^ and 
fully from outsiders, and from his followers and servants by 
giving them hopes and threats, you should take into your 
possession whatever you find”. Because the property (of 
Ameer KhAn) belongs to the subjects. When the king of 
the time shews, rightly or wrongly, a person more favour 


Khan in 1675. Cl. Let. lo 1669 he was made gexeracT eC Atiahabad. 

He w-as coventor o( Cabul in t6tf^ where he died in i£qS. Aurunezebe was 
lorry to hedr of iiie death. lie wasanoblefflan of hich ranh in the time 
ef Shah Jeitan and Aurungiebe, and a great favonrlte of the latter, lie 
was honeit) sincere and lojal. Anrunezebe conferred the title of Ameer 
Khan on hit toa after his death. 

There was another man bearing the same name, Salyad Ameer Khan, 
nho was goiemor of Cabul in r66j and died in *<^0. 

3. The chief torvnof the ranjab. It was the caplial of RanjU Singh, 
the Lion of the Punjab. 

The small while coverlog over 3 date stone. 

5. The split of a date stone. It also means the dog that followed 

the seien sleepers in the casein the time of the Roman Emperor Dectus. 
These two words (4 and 5 ) are alrvays used togetherand mean 'the smallest 
ijuantitj' (of the property). , 

6. A small coin, i/40th of a rupee^ nsed in the time of theMogoll, 
esp., in the time of Akbar, The ‘dim* weighs 5 * ttnlcs*; U is the fortieth 
part of the rupee. At first this coin was called ‘ Falsih,* and also 
* Bahloli;’ now It Is Lnonn under this name (dam). On one side the place 
Is giren where It was struck, and on the oilier the date. 

“ For the purpose of calculation, the *dam’ is dirlded into twenty.fi\e 
parts, each of Mhlch is called a ‘jetal’.” ‘ Ain-i-.^kbarj. 

It was a copper coin. 

7. Another small coin, equal to nearly three annas, an ancient sit\er 
coin, the shape of which resembled that of a date stone. 
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than what is mentioned necessary in the Koran, the rights 
of the true believers (i.c., Mohemadans) are done away 
with. During his (t.e., Ameer Khiin's) life time, I allowed 
him this crime® (j.c , to enjoy his property) in order'to win 
his heart ; (but) now (after his death) why should I not 
tahe possession of his property? (Couplet) “I talked 
I much ; now I remain silent. I told you many problems ; 
now I am quiet (t.e., I have said enough, Now I do not 
want to say further)’*. 


LETTER C, 

Muhammad Khtin^ has been given an additional title 
of ‘Sadi’,2 That sacrifice (».«., you) should order the 
paymaster of the kingdom to register this title in the office 
records, M^khalis Khdn^ will write the superintendent to 
assist the record keeper. M'dkaram Khdn^ will do what 
he has to do. 

1706. LETTER Cl. 

I gave a turban made of the Yaman^ cloth to the son° 
of Muhammad Amecn Khan®, , You should order the super- 


8. Here Aurungzeb^'i nolion is peculiar. ’ 

1. Son of Salyad Murteza Khan. He svas appointed * faujdar * of 

Men-at In 169]. ' 

2. A title or post giien to a milliorp ofEcer, who had a /iTindr«,{ 
horsemen under him. Cf. Let. XYllI, 

3. Cf. Let; CXIV. 

A Nawab, goernor of Multan in the time of Aurungzebe. Cf. Let • 

exxx. 

1. A town In Arabia, so called because situated on the side 
of Arabia. 

2. le, Kamr.ud.Din Khan, 

3. He was prime minister of Aurungsebe before 1703. In the same 
jear he u-as given the title of ‘Bahadur* for h!s displaj’ of bratery during the 
siege of Kheind. In 1705 he look part in the siege of Vdkingarh. 101706 
he was honoured with the title of 'Chin Ihibadur.' 
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LETTER cm. 


I read the letter written to that sincere devoted ser- 
vant (t.e., you) by (my) dear son. The prince has request- 
ed (you) to add some portion to his fertile ‘ jAghir’ of which 
he is very fond. A portion should be annexed to his 
* jnghir’. You should write something (more) to my son for 
pleasing him. 


1703. LETTER CIV. 

That s.^crifice, you should thinh welf that the depart- 
ure of Fateh Allah Khiln^ to CAb^l is most probably not 
advisable (for the following reasons): (1) he is the master 
of a large tribe | (2) he is also powerful ; (3) he is ifrl- 
table and talVative. He had been sent along with Ruh 
Alldh Kh&n^ (the Second>as a subordinate at the siege of 
Parndla). He treated the above-mentioned KhAn (ue., Roh 
AlUh Khin) as if the Khdn was his subordinate. Notwith- 
standing the gentility and mild treatment of the Khan and 
his own inferior post and a few men under him and my 
eniphatle order to obey the above-mentioned Khin, he 
uttered such harsh and rude words to the Khdn that he 
(f.c., the Khdn) was ashamed and disgraced before people. 
You should watch the movements of such a man (like Fateh 
Alldh Khdn) who is a * Seh-Hardri’ (» e., has 3000 men un- 
der him), has got a title of ‘ Bahadur’®, goes to such a dis- 
tant place (t.e., Cdbul), and is cautious and watchful like 
Shdh Bahddur*. It won’t matter if that sincere servant 
(t.c., you) will think calmly on this movement (of Fateh 


1. Cf. L«t. V and CVIII. 

a> Sfla R<i!i MllU tVft CUrt \Vit dtavVi WMkttAi* 

l\han he w as made BaUhashi, 169^. lie took part in the siege of Saltara and 
of farnala. 1699. lie died in i7a|. Cl. Let. CX\. 

3 Lit. *Braic’ In i^Ojhe wasgitea this tule. 'C(. Lei. V, 

J,e , Muo/zam. CL. LeU L 
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Allah KhSn); otherwise it is better to keep him here 
near us^. 

LETTER CV. 

Sincere and devoted servant, Muhammad Ikhafds Inn- ’ 
yat AllAh KhAn^ said fto me) verbally, “ The eldest son 
of sovereignty (».c., MOazzam, the crown prince) has in- 
curred debts, and the pay of the soldiers is in arrears’*. 
When he (Mtiazzam), without considering*thc ability of 
men, gives them posts and salaries without any reason, 
and when he gives them presents and shews them favours 
unreasonably, why should he not incur debts ? He knows 
the Koran by heart, and Is an’ unrivalled learned man. 
Neither does he remember (the Koranic verse) ‘Don’t be 
extravagant in spending money*, nor does he read some* 
times, through mistake, the commentary on this (verse), 
(Couplet) “ Men have got their eyes, cars, and intellect 
open. I am confused of their deceit to God (t.e., though 
men have their eyes, &c., open, I do not see why they are 
blind to serve God and why they deceive Him)’*. His 
secretary is also unknown to me, his. native place being 
CAshmere*. An arrangement should be made. The secre- 
taryship should be changed (and given to IslAm KbAn). 
IslAm KhAn is not (so) bad (as the present secretary). 


j. But alict all he weflt to Cabal. 1704. Cl. Let. ^V. 

I. CL Let. CLXIX. j 

i. A province in ihc North of InJn, • the CarJen of India.’ Il wa» 
the summer reaidcnct of the Mogul emperors. At present it is under 
native rule. 


14 
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LETTER CVIL 

Sincere servant, this night Abnl VafA^ said, “ The 
materials (t e , carpet and other necessary things) ol the 
worshipping place (of the palace) are worn out and out of 
use”. Other departments are well furnished , and the fur- 
niture of this prayer house ts worn out It is far from 
Mohemadanship (t e , it should not be allowed according to 
the Mohemadan religion) You should soon order the 
steward to bring to the knowledge of the superintendent of 
the prayer house what things are necessary for it. (Verse) 

“ Alas 1 alas ' we came to know about this very late”. ^ 


LETTER CVIIi 

The dervish, who was brought before me last night, is 
illiterate He seems to be an orthodox devotee It is 
possible that he is practising hypocrisy Many of his words 
and actions, one of which was the refutation of (the doc- 
trine of) chanty, were contrary to religion The king of 
the time is the trustee of the royal treasury. What he 
gives to others (in chatity, from the treasury) is legal. It 
js also lawful on his part, if he gives away in charity the 
revenue obtained from villages which have been selected 
by him for bts private expenses after the decision of the 
religious men and the consultation of the nobles of the 
kingdom Especially when some portion is given in cha- 


j Ktrc 'Kc finJ \urungzcbe as a Jevout and retisiOQs Mohemadan CL 

Let CLXXIV and LXXWIII 

- Mccr Abot Vila, (^andsoa ol Aii uJ 1310 Klun,wa$ appointed 
sapenntendent of the worshipp og place in >703 He tras a \ ery cicvcr and 
wiuy I lan- Once he deciphered tl c i ii^matical tvriting m a letter of prince 
Muaieam to ABrnngecbc -nrhichno one could explain For this lewas 
ret arded and 1 onoured by the emperor 
1 CfLa \CU,ClAI\andL\.\MII 
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rityi from this income, to the helpless dervishes, how can it 
'be said to be unlawful? You should >dslc him the reason 
his speaking against charity. If he gives a reasonable ans- 
wer, you should say to him ‘This sinner (f.c., Aurpngzebe) 
has'also a reason for practising charity*. Otherwise (i.c., 
if he does not give a sound reason), you should punish him 
like heretics, who fabricate something and attribute it to 
religion. Sflltdn Mahmud*-may God forgive his crimes- 
did not allow half-hearted religious men and heretics to 
enter his court, nay not even his "kingdom, so that other 
people might not be misled by seeing such persons 'in the 
form of the (above-mentioned) dervish, and they themselves 
might have no power to mislead others. O God 1 guide us 
to the right path ; and may peace be upon those wlio resign 
themselves to Thee and submit to Thee, 


170^, LETTER CVIII. 

Sincere and devoted servant, (my eldest son) has com- 
plained against Fateh Alldh Khiln^. At the time, of the 
departure of the above-mentioned Khdn (to Cdbiil) I knew 
that the company of this presumptuous Khdn would not 
suit the prince (i.e., MOaszam), But what can I do? I 
was forced by my son to send the Khdn to him. ■ He insist- 
ed upon my satisfying his wish (to send the Khdn to him), 
Fateh Allih Khdn should be deprived of his personal title 
of ‘ Pdn'Sadi* and of three hundred of his followers; and a 


3. The greatest king ol the Gliamavl dynasty of Afghanistan, son 
of Sabuktgin, bom in 967 and died in 1030. He invaded India twelve 
times; and during his last expedition destroyed the famous temple of 
Somnatb in Gujarat. He is known as *But-Shekaa' (iconoclast) and ivas a 
great patron of Persian literature. The great epic poet of Persia, Flrdusl, 
who wrote the Immortal ‘Shib Nameh,’ flourished in his time. The great 
Persian historian, A1 Biruni, was also his contemporary. Mahmud ruled for 
33 years (997-1030). He was a fanatical ruler like Aorang/ebe. 

I. Cl. Let. CIV and V. 
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notification oE this deprivation together with the depriva- 
tion oi his title of ‘ BahAdw’® should be sent to the second 
record keeper. According to roy order, you should write 
to tha^ most talkative person (ue., the Khan); “Does 
faithfulness mean injuring the feelings of the prince and dis- 
pleasing the heir-apparent by boasting that he is under 
your obligation by your service ? This is the way of mean 
persons and not of those who sacrifice their lives for the 
sake of honour^ You should please me by your service to 
the prince ; and (thus) through his request you will get an 
additional title". Now it is proper if he repents of his 
former deeds. You should communicate to him this order 
and request the prince to shew him favour. 

This fortress®, if God wishes, will be shortly taken. 
But (now) it is necessary to think about the devilish Santi.^ 
You should write importunately to KliAn Firiia ]ang to 
punish that man, worthy of being kicked (ie., Santd), and 
to stop his hand of boldness before his attack. (Verse) 
“A foresightcd man is auspicious",® , 


LETTER CIX. 

MUna’am KhAn^ did not perform this work well. He 
did not discharge his duty as he ought to have done. He 
is inexperienced an^ talks nonsense. He should be in- 
structed (in working and talking) and should be punished 
by degrading him his post. But I myself (i.e., Aurung- 


2. Of. Let. CIV. 


*3. I e. Jinji. This last portion forms quite a separate letter; because 
Santajt ilieil in 169S. . 


CL Let. XVIII and LXV. 
5. Cf. Let. LIV. 
r. CL Let. VII. 
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zebe) want to be instructed. (Verse) “ I have become old, 
confused, and misled.” 

Ab'Q Nfisir Khitn^ has revolted In Lrthore^ and has 
harassed the people there. Either his head of , safety might 
be itching (t.c., he might be endangering his life) or he 
might have found the kingdom without the king. You 
should write to the paymaster and inquire of him about his' 
post and title ; and in the evening or to-morrow you should 
inform me of this so that he may be brought to his senses 
by degrading him his post. (Cduplet) “"When asses , go 
astray, they should be beaten with sticks in the hand (in 
order to bring them to the right path)”. 

• Zabar Dast Khdn* is a soldier and better than his 
father in state affairs. Having exercised his ovVn authority 
in the capital of Ldhore, he punished most of the rebels of 
the city and of its surroundings, and destroyed their houses* 
‘According to (my) order, you should write him a letter of 
congratulation and commendation, and get prepared a robe 
of honour for (giving) him. (Verse) “The pleasing good 
news makes work done soon*’. 


2. Cl Let. IV. 

3. " la ancient astronomical tables It Is recorded as Lohawar....^^^ 
as it -was on several occasions the seit of government, many tplenild trlJi. 
ings have been erected and delightful gardens have lent It adJitioaal 

It is the jesott oi people ot all couutries whose manufactnrss p-esest an 
astonishing display and It Is beyond measure remarkable in 
anAnxfoit^ 


“Whether Lahore be thcancien! Bncepliala, I do net tsds^a." 

mine." Ala-v-Ahbati. 

Cl. Let. XCIX. 

4- ikras '«»c R.i. j.! .ij tcv I, aL 

canto punish Shivaji {166^). Before i-t -vst 

Udeh, and belore 170 j, goiernor of the Peo^it, ^^'VIIL 




. LETTER CX. 


Sincere and devoted servant^ you should take the 
foolish Kdm Bakhsha^ to the house of Muhammad A’azam 
Shdh’-, and reconcile each to the other with an apology. 
(Verse) “The world is not a property worth a quarrel 
(t.c., one should not quarrel with another for the pos- 
session of the world, because he has to go to the next 
world empty handed, without having any thing of the 
world with him)”.2 


1689. LETTER CXI. 

You should write M^karab Khdn'^, who has been ap- 
ipointed to take Barndtd^, according to (my) order, to 
.arrest the * Zaminddr’^ of that place. You should write 
him earnestly to go immediately to attack the Landlord at 
the time when the proud Landlord Has gone alone from 


ii Two sons of Aurungzebe wbo quarrelled with each other.'* Cf. Let. 
LXXIIIandVIII. , 

3. Here Aurungzebe seems to forget lus own quarrel with his father and 
brothers for the sake of the throne. 

X. Otherwise called Sheikh Nlxam Haldcrlbadl, who deserted his 
master Abul Hasan at the siege of Golconda and entered Anrungrebe’s 
service. 1687. In s 683 he lalc^ siege to the fort of Barnala and in 16S9 
captured Sambhaji and his son ^hn. For this service he was rewarded with 
the title of Khan Zeman Fateh Jang. He had a ion called Ikhalis Khan, 
LIphinstone and Duff call him 'Tokarxab Khan, the Mogul olTicer at CoUpQr.' 

a..Cf.Let. XLIII. 

3. Lit. Landlord ( Ters.), its Indian equivalent being Desai.' Here 
the word is used for the Tlcentions Sambhi]!. a son of Shlvaji. Sambhaji 
ruled for nine ) ears from *i6>o tn 1689, In 1689 Aurungrebe put him to a 
cruel death. He vi-as an onn orthy son and successor to his father. 




Ill' 


Rdhbari* to the fortress o! Khalneh® in order to quarrel 
with the tribe o! Bargi. Most probably the Khan will - be 
able to arrest the ‘ Zaminddr®’ and will take revenge npon^ 
the misleader and oppressor of the 'Mohemadans (ic.,- 
the Landlord). May God forgive os. What can the Khan 
do ? God does svhat he does : and it is God \l^h6 punishes 
men for their deeds. ■ 

lWter' cxii. 

That devoted servant, to-morrow you should go to* 
(my special) garden and enjoy the pleasure of the *g*l- 
dasteh'. ^ The guards of the garden, consisting of (the 
followers and other persons who will accompany you to- 
day (lor shewing you the garden), will try their best to 
please and satisfy you to the utmost. “When 

you become his (t.c., when you be a faithful servant of your 
master), all the property (of your master) becomes ^ yours 
(Cc., belongs to you, is at your disposal). When you turn 
away from him lie., when you prove faithless to your mas- 
ter), all the property (of your master) turns away from you 
(fc., does not belong to you and you are deprived of 
its use)”.* 


Rahul or Ralrec, a iort to (beKonlan, where Akhar, Auraa^ebe*a 
ion, lued for a tune, as a cuut ol Sambhaji. Cf. Let. XCV. It was bailt 
by Shivaji in z 663. Aftcr\>*ards he changed it Into Raigarhand made it his 
capital. 

5. A fort ol Sambhajl aboot 60 miles N. W, of Kolapur, now called 
Vishilgadh, taken by Aninngiebe in 1703. It was taken by Shlvaji in 1659 
and was changed by him into Ysshalgidb. 

6 , The Khan socceeded in captaring Sambhaji, KalisJ, his favourite, 
and SahO, his son, near Khainch when they were bathing in a rivet. 

i. A bcanlUul slrectBTc, in the middle of the garden, in the form of a 
hou^uct (Ters.). 

3. Here the line is repeated Inice. In the first hemjjlich the I’crsian 
word ‘gashtaa’ means *to become,’ while in the second It tncaas ‘to turn 
anayfrom,’ These beautiful lines wen: conipaacJ by JalaUud-DIa Runri, 
the great Sufi pilct of rirsia. 
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, LETTER CXUI. 

Devoted servant the court, prince A’azam has arriv- 
ed (here). Muhammad Kam Bakhsha should go to receive 
him. You should write to the nobles (to receive him) 
whose names had been verbally mentioned to you. 


1695. LETTER CXIV. 

Devoted servant of the court, Mukhahs Khan^ is ill. 
You should go to the Khin and pay him a visit and inquire 
alter his health on my behalf. Such persons (like Mukhalis 
Kh&n) are worthy o! being remembered. His Majesty 
(Sh^h Jehin) liked much his manner of addressing him. It 
is right that he possesses the necessary qualities of honesty 
and faithfulness. May God cure him To*day his son is 
not come. Where is he and what is he doing ’ He should 
not be allowed to act according to his own way. You 
should take care after him. He has learnt by heart some 
chapters of the Koran. It should not be that he should 
forget them 

I have sent to (my) devoted servant (1 e , you) the ori- 
ginal account of the undertaking of Kdsim Khdn°, with 


t. At first he sened Skah Jebao Dunnj' AurungiebeV time he was 
appointed governor o{ the Deccan. Then he was made joint administrator 
oi Bengal. Ch Let. CLVI. 

a, Muhammad Kasim Khan-i Kirnant, a very bra\e general of 
Aurongzebe. He wat iuecesuvely made ‘fiujdaT’ oi Havderabad and of 
Bijapnr kamalic He was sent to punish Santaji who was plundering the 
province ofAddni in the Karnalic, but was defeated at Danderi and his 
men were deprived of tKeitarou and clothes After this, he comraillcd 
suicide in order to escape from disgrace 1695 In 167S he was MutsadJi of 
Surat. 

Tliere was another man bcanng the same name, called Muliammad 
Kasim Kh£n, who was governor of Muradabdd luij who svas itUed in a 
fi^ht with Shuja, 1639 It Vas through bis treachery and baseness tliat the 
bitUc at Dhanaatpur ( 1657) was lost to /as rant Singh. 



regard to the conquest'of, the foftrcss of Chanchi®, sent, to 
me by Muhammad K&ra Bakhsha*. You should inquire 
whether this account of Kasim Khan s undertaking' is cor» 
Tset Di is meant to be the cause of the breaking of your 
heart. How many things are there which the peo;ple of 
the world, for selfishness, will not do; and how many -rifts 
arc there which they will not make right for fear lest they^ 
do not have their own work done ? (I.e., the people of the 
world, owing to tlieif selfish -desires, say anything they 
like ; and for serving their own purpose, _ do anything they 
like). What is better than this, Kfisim Khdn's cap- 
turing the shameless RAmA® and taking his fortress 
^Qhanchi) 2 

Strddr Khdn is also an old servant. He is not bad. 
He should be made permanent in hisjpost. ' 


Gissl or lioji, a celebrated ationg (orlresi in the Kanitlc, eighty 
nilef S> W. o{ hladnj. It was taken Stuvajl in 1677 fram the Bijapar 
govennient It was besieged by ZOl Filar Khis (1691) -who wasafter- 
wards joined by Asad Khan and Kam Oalhsha { ), Santaji Gorepary 
defended the fortress bravely. Kun Bafchsba was on the poiot of joining the 
teeemy when Ke was iiijprisQned by Asad Khia aad Zul FiLir Khan. Of, Let^, 
CLXXIV, Zal ^ilar Kfa£a was recalled and Asad Khan and Kam Bakhsha 
were left there. 169^ Meanwhile Kam Bakhsha had been released at 
vAaraagsebe's order. Aud Khin and Kiin Bakhsha failed to take the 
fortress. Therefore they were recalled and Zo! Filar Xhan svas ngntn aent 
there in 1(196 svho at last tool the fortress iq 169S. Cf. Let. CXV'I. After 
this It s\as named Nasratgadha. 

4. Ci.Ut.LXXm. 

5 * I^ja Bam, second sob of Stuvdji by Soj'era Bli, who'catue to 
the throne in 16S0 after Shivaji'a death; bat was deposed and confined by 
Sambhaji, his half.brother. After Sambha]l*s death he became tmgf'idSg) 
and cstabhiheJ hit Coor* at Jmji ui which, he fortified himself against the 
Moguls and waged war against Aueongtebe. Before JInjvfellto ZnlFikat 
Khan ( 169? \ he escaped from the fortress through the connivance of the 
'Khan. Cf. L«t.CXVI. Then he -was panued by theMoguls to Singarh 
where he died of exhaustion in 1700, one month fiefore the fall ofSatrara. 
The celebrated Tifi Bai was his ddestwUe. The roin of Santaji Gore- 
pnray was a stain on his character. He was ol a mild disposition. Ife had 
two sons: Shi\-aji and Sanihhaju Shtram Tara Bal’s son, came to tha 
throne afier the d»th of his father, 1700. 

16 - - . 
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LETTER CXV. ' 


' Devoted servant of the court, to-morrow the arrival of 
the prince Shdh Alam Bahidar*- has been fixed. The chief 
of the kingdom and other people, with an army, should go 
to receive him and they should please me with great cere- 
mony. (Couplet) " Happy is the time ; because a friend 
Aurungzebe) enjoys the company of the other friend 
(i.c., Shah Alam BahAdflr)*’.® 


1698 . LETTER CXVI. 

Sincere and devoted servant, there is no need for the 
secretary to write the letter ‘ain',^ on his application. 
This *ain’ of disease^ should not be'^used.in a petition. 
The letter * mim’ representing ‘mtJatebar’ (i.e., confidential) 
used by In&yat A114h Khan’Vil! be sufficient (on the^apj^li- 
cation). According to my opinion, the words ' according 
to my order' are also superfluous in royal mandates. ' 

It is well known that the first origin of tyranny in the 
• world was small ; (but) as each man came into the world 
one after another, he added to it, so that (in the end) it reach- 
ed such an extremity. You should inform Abr^him Khdn^, 


I. I.t. Muauam. Ot Let. I. 

3. C{. Let. X. 

I. A letter of the rer»iaii alphabet, besianing the «ord ‘arizeh,* 3 . 
petition. 

a. Or, 'this essence of disease*; a pna upon the Trord 'ain’t 

3. Cf.Let.LVI,LXXIandCLXIX. 

4. Son of Amir-Cl-Umari Ati Mardaa Khan. He was gradoally 
raised to the^oieraorship of Cashmere, Lahore, BeiyraL GtjiawiJiad CaJutU 
He was honoured -with the rank of 5000 in 1659 and died in the reign 
of Bahadur Shah. Cf. Let. CXIX and CXVlIf. 

Theresas another man of the same name vrho ym a genenl in the 
armj of Abul Hasan, last king oIGolconda,. Doting the siege of Golconda 
he deserted his master and went o>er to the side of Aurengzebe ( 16S6) 
s\Iio made him goveraor of Lahore in 16S8, 




who does not decide the cases of the * CAzIs' and *oE 
other people of Cishmerc, that he has been degraded 
from his post. (Verse) “ A stone « (a sort of) retaliation 
on an aperture in a fortified wall {ix., when a stone is 
thrown from outside at an aperturei there is no wrong in a 
stone being thrown outside from within the aperture, ix., 
tit for tat)”. 

God be praised that Chanchi has been taken and that 
the accursed RAmA has fled away*. It was not very diffi- 
cult to capture him ; but on account of the negligence of 
(my) old officers (like ZM FIkdr Kh^n) he has fled away. 
For a time the shop (or market) of my officers, fit for do!- 
ness, became active fi.e., my officers who were generally 
dull became active for a time with a view to catch hold of 
R&md). These officers should be told to eat the world 
before they are eaten up by the *world (t.c., to enjoy the 
world before they dle—satd tromcally). 
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• 3* 'IHis Majesty (j.c., Shdh Jeh4n) was very fond of giving 
freshness to the garden Hayjit Bakhsha (lit. life-giving) and 
other-places situated in the palace of the capital, by adorn- 
ing them with trees, and by rearing up fruit-trees, and by 
cleaning ponds and reservoirs, and by looking after plants 
and trees. This traveller (in this world — i.e., Aurungzebe 
himself) used to enjoy them till his stay in the capital (t.e., 
ShAKIehAn Abdd) ended. It is better if Muhammad laar 
Kjjjln” goes to the gardens daily and tries his best to keep 
t^em clean and fresh. Henceforth it is necessary that you 
shpyld go to the gardens once a day and engage yourseU, 
with great care, in repairing the buildings of the fort ai^d. 
of ^he gardens. You should write to me about the condi- 
tion of all the gardens and buildings of the forts of Mobdrak, 
SAhib-dbdd, Aazd-dbdd, Nur-bdri, and Saharand-bdri which 
belong to (my) dear and dignified sister, and of other places, 
with the details of plants and trees, from the time when, 
this traveller (i.e., Aurungzebe himself) went out of the 
capital till now, along with the condition of houses, (and . 
in such a manner) as if I saw them with my own eyes (i.e., 
so vividly) ; nay, you should send me a map thereof. You 
should write to me about the conditions of the vine yards, ■ 
of other gardens below the fortress, and of the garden ofj 
'M^hasin Khdn which is much praised, and about those, 
things. about which you may have heard from reliable squr* 
ces, so. thatl may come to knoiv the most correct facta.and • 
spend money in repairing those ruined places. Alas 1 I 
havemot repaired my broken heart. (i.c., I have not repent- 
ed of my sins) ; and wasted my life, like children, in play 
and game (he,, in pleasure). (Verse) “I spent my life in. 
play and game ; alas! alas! alas!" (Couplet) “Alas! 
life. has passed away : and I have no consciqusness about 
myself. Alas ! I have no hope of salvation. I said (to 
myself) that when I w.as awake it was daytime ; (but) 
alas I the day has passed away and there is no conscious- 
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ness the whole day has passed away, but T have not , 
repented of jny sins)’*^. 

It IS irreligious to imprison the plaintifL BoUi the, 
plaintih and the defendant must be made free from ,the 
power of this suit. You should refer this case to the chlei 
judge? so that he may decide it according to the brilliant , 
Mohemadan law and there may be no oppression practised.^ 
on and partiality shewn to cither of them. God be praised, 
that our ‘Citdi* is, honest, good, and pious ; he does not look, 
on this and that man (he., he is impartial) ; and in deciding, 
cases he considers the true facts. Let thena (I’e-, die plaint* 
iff and the defendant) be pleased with the decision of , the 
chief judge. 

ShtijA’at KhAn®, the governor of the province of Ahmed* 
ih&d, has been exalted wilUan.additlonaf title of ‘Haeari’ 


^ 3 - Cf.Ut.MIanJLXXU. 

4. “Althoush ilte sopreme aotJiarliy anJ ihe reJrcw of ptfA-ancei resii 
with tovereiga tnoflirclii, yet tlie capacity of a single person 11. uiStlcqu&te 
to Superintendence o( the entire ailmlnhtratlon. It is therefore necessary 
that he should appoint one of his discreet and anbisssed sereanti as hU 

jadiciary delegate Ifcapacity and vlgoorare notto.be fotuid 

onlted, he should appoint two persons, one to inresti(;?te;wItom they ColLa 
Call, the other Mir Add to carry out his finding”. Sernicr. 

5. Sh&Ja'at Khan, Kartalab, a noblemao. in Aurungzebe*s scrs’Ice. 
First he was a ‘Mansabdar’ of 4000 in Shah Jehan's time. Aurongtebe 
appointed him gaveroor olAhmedabad. i68|. ]n 1689 he quelled a mutiny 
at Ahmedabad. For this hli firmacss Aorangtebe honoMCii Wm •mtb tile 
tiileof ShujVat Khab. He was, before (his, goremor of A jraere and) Jodhpur. 
After his death In 1703 Prince A'azani was made governor of Ahmedabad. 
The Khan was one of the ablest of Gujarat viceroja and rvas Tcty honest. 
Ile^had so long and ably filled llic office of viceroy in a most critical lime,*' 
He was a man of great merit and high character and very fortunate 
throughont his life. Aurungzebe had great trust In hltn and throughout 
his services he was never found guilty by him. From a lower posltlon'hc 
raised himself to ft very high rank. He beautified Ahmedabad by building 
the college and mosque still known by fils name near the Lai Gate. JIc 
was the husband o 5 Falthr-un-NIsi Begum, Cf. Let. XKXIII. 

There were many nobles in Aurangabe’s court bearing the tvtl«''of 
Shuja’at Khan. 
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and with a thousand horsemen. You should commuhlcate , 
this to him. (Verse) " These favours (shewn to the Khdn), 
which you have seen, form only a part of all my favoursj 
The important work (done by him) demands favours from 
me”. If he displays loyalty and seH*sacrifice in (perform* 
ing) the royal affairs and tries his best to punish the rebels 
and to win Over the hearts of the landlords, he will be 
favoured more and raised to a higher position than this. 
(Verse) The ladder of this world is egotism; at length 
we have to fall down from this ladder (t.e., man Is sure to 
fall down on account of his egotism). He who goes higher 
is more foolish ; his bones will be broken ^to pieces (t.e.i 
pride goeth before destruction)*’. 


^1703, LETTER CXVIII. 

Shaji'at Is dead. *We have come from God and 
to Him we shall return’^. He was an experienced man and 
preserved good order in Gdjar&t. A governor must be 
appointed for this province. You should select three per* 
sons yourself (for this) and then write to me. Prince 
A’azam also desires (to be the governor of Ahmeddbdd)®. 
This post should be given to the prince if he does not 
attach importance to the royalty and executes his work 
better than others. We expect grace from God and guid- 
ance from Him. In this case (of the governorship of 
Ahmeddbdd) there is none more fit for it than Khair Andish 
Khdn. But they say he is almost blind, and consequently 
useless. Either he or another should be appointed. Ateek 
Allah Khdn* is not (so) bad. You have stated well the 


1, Cl. iKcImI poTUon oi ttie above letter. 

3. A verse in the Koran uttered byMohemidana at the time of hearing 
of tome one’s death. 

3. Cf. Let. VIII. 
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cases of AbrAhim KhAn® and o1 Ibe KAsbmcris of Hafz 
AUAh Khan ; but >ou have not writterl in your letter about 
the consequences (of their governorships). (Couplet) “Pity 
on hts Asad Khdn’s) l.nowIcdge and manners; his 
truth^eeing eyes have become blind (for not representing 
the cases of AbrAhim KhAn and of Hafa AllAh KbAn in a 
proper v;ay to Aurungzebe)**. What do you mean by not 
caring for investigating the truth regarding (one’s) honesty ? 
Therefore it is said that one who administers justice and is 
entrusted with the investigation of truth must possess up- 
^ rightness so that he may not decide the case either from a 
confession or from a denial, and may not be negligent in 
any way in administering justice, and may not be partial 
to the powerful party. Such honest and impartial men 
were rare in former times also. Where arc those persons 
(ttf., none) in the present time when faith is weak and the 
devU is strong?® , 


LETTER CXIX. 

AbrAhim KhAn'^ makes great delay in executing orders ; 
(therefore) a thousand horse should be deducted from the 
nuuxhec of hU foUowersv Yon should threaten his agent 
also. My mildness confounds the state affairs (i.c., makes 
my officers and servants disobedient). It is true that 
(verse) * Mastership and service do not go together*. 


j. Ct. Let. CXVl. 

6 Hete Aaraagzebe depiecatcs owa lunw. 

1. a. uu cxvi. 
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I ^ LETTER CXX 

Rt^^AlIfth Xhan^ has requested me to issue orders in 
rile names of the ‘ divAn’* of the Deccan^ and of the com- 
manders of the garrisons thereof, so that by managing the 
affairs of tfce districts of that province he may take into his 
possession ^he fiscal properties, ‘jAghtrs’, and other effects 
Trvhich h^ive been recently confiscated from the evil-minded 


i« Son o! Khalil AlIdK Khan He was appointed '‘fanjdar’ otDahi- ^ 
in 1673 In j6So he was made head groom , and m the same year he 
was made *Meer Atesh', After the death of Sar Buland Khan Ko was made 
*Meer Balchthi’ (x6So) In x6St he was made second Bakhshi, and in 1687, 
'first Bakhshi He was present at the siege of Danderi and was sent 
sgmnst Bamala and Sactara In 1691 he took Raichore He played an 
pail tn the siege of OoUonda which city fell into the hands of 
Annisgtebe chiefly through the treachery of the khan He was the first to 
enter the fortress by means of Udders at night The date of bis death (1693) 
may be found from the following Persanvene 

" Fateh i-killeh 1 Golcondeh mubarak bad, 

Huh dar fen 1 mnlk namand * 

I e., may the ( day of the ) conquest of the fortress of Golconda be 
auspicious, thg joul fled av^y fron the Indy «f the kingdom 

He was a very favourite officer of Aarongtebe whom he served till the 
tilne of the Deccan War He was the son m law of Shayista Khan and was 
yery cunning and a great flatterer, botatthe same timemteltigeatand sagaci- 
ous. After bis death his son M r Hasan, entitled Khanzad Khan ( 1687 ), who 
was grand steward of the emperor’s household (1696) and keeper of the 
pnvy purse, iVas also honoured with the title of Ruh Allah Khan (the 
Second) 1696, and d ed about 170^ la 1693 he was made *Meer Atesh,' 
in 1696, he was appointed governor of Zafarabad , and in 1699 he was 
made second Bakhshi After his death h s son was also given the title of 
Ruh Allah Khan (the Third) Cl Ut XCII, KCVII, CIV, C\U and CL. 

S ‘This term was especially applied to the head financial minister 
whether of the state or of a province, be ng charged 10 the latter with the 
osUectiua of tha revenuft^ its tem Uanca to tbui imptssal tscavacy and in- 
vested with extensii c judicial powers in all civil and financial causes’ 

3 Deccan literally means Hhe Sonth,’ being a corrupted form of 
Sanskrit ‘Dakhashm’. It is so called because it 1$ situated in V e Se ith of 
India. It IS to be dislingu shed from Hindostan or Norlhcm India whiih is 
separated from it by the nren Narbndda and Tapli • 
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Mas^d Khftn, and then he may write to me* Those atti* 
cles which will be fixed, will be assigned to that officer and 
’treasurer R4h Allah Hhdn). You should give him a 
document (or the ‘jaghir’ assigned to htra* And you should 
Send him, at the time of necessity, the artillery and neces- 
sary things required by him for the entrenchment. You 
should write to him about these things. A collector should 
be appointed so that our ‘beel-daran’^ may send the trea- 
sury to him. The letter of the Prince BahadOr®, which 
has been addressed to the above-named Khan, should be 
handed oVer to (his) agent ; or tt should be enclosed with 
your own letter and (then) be sent to him ; but it is better 
that you write him another letter. This man (t'c., Rflh 
Alldh Khdn) is not an officer who has always treated ’me 
in one and the same way* All hts flattery was for 'the 
object of gaining his own ends. It is possible that inter- 
nally he is not sincere. You should think about him and 
then write to me. (Verse) How can you make yourself 
a different person by applying paints (and cosmetics to your 
body) ? Though the garment fits the body, it does not 
fonn a part of it (t.c., good wine needs no bush)'*. 


LETTER CXXI. 

Evidently Zul Fikdr KhAn^ has appointed persons to 
carry the artillery; (but) it makes RiSh AlIAh Khan hesitate 
in the midst of affairs, though it is afso a state affair. But 


4. Persons appomted to collect money and to carry it to the lojal 
treasury. Lit. Pers ‘bed,* a shovel, and 'daran,* keepers, hence, diggers, 
pioneers 10 an army. 

S Cf. Let. LVCVl. 

1. Cl. Let. CLhn 

16 
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you should write to the above Khun (t.c., Roh Atluh Khiin) 
that he should use the guns for taking the fortress and 
should not place any confidence in those persons (appointed 
by Zttl Fikitr Khdn) till the conquest of the fortress (is 
completed). I saw the plan, sent by him (tx., Rtih AlIAh 
Khtin), of the intrenchment of the fortress. The side for 
the entrenchment is good ; and in many ways, It is better 
than other sides. But from the absence of a ditch (in the 
plan) it appears that outwardly the ground must be Strong. 
It will be difBcult to undermine (this stony ground). Two 
or three bastions and ramparts must be raisedi so that the 
heavy blows of the firing of the guns will shake the firmness 
of the besieged and of the walls of the fortress. This diHi* 
culty must soon be solved. I also issued an order in this 
matter. I write what is required for this with my own 
hand and with a great urgency. (Couplet) "With various 
and diHerent hopes we expect great success and victory 
May God forgive. 


LETTER CXXII. 

From the letters sent by the reporters of the army of 
(my) grandson, 1 came to know that the army of Alidh 
Khan, notwithstanding the approach of the enemy, were 
engaged in drinking, and he himself did not go to the enemy 
personally but sent others to punish them ; and having gone 
to the house of Navnzesh KhAn' passed his time^ from even- 
ing till morn, in drinking and in enjoying the dance. He 
did not restrain himself from drinking wine notwithstand- 
ing the prohibition (enjoined In the Koran). He still per- 


I. NaNazesh Kban.i.Ruin!, son of Islam Khan*I*ltuml, his orlj^ioal 
name being MukhKr Beg He was honoored vrtlh the title of Natazesh 
Kban in 1681. In^iGS^ be was appouled 'faujdar' and fozt>kccpcr of 
hlandcswar. In 170J he nas made £o^eRior of Cashmere. ChLet.XXXlV. 
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sists in (disobeyingj this prohibition taking wine). 
Therefore the reporters for selfish desires attribute many 
things (».«., bring charges) to the servants patronised ‘by 
jn6. That devoted servant (ie«, you) should write to' the 
sefcretary to inqaire fully after all the posts (of the Kh'ln)* 
and then to write to me. 


LETTER CXXIII. 

You should write to Fateh AUAh Xhdn' that his best . 
services have been represented to me in details and they 
have been appreciated by me; but he should not boast of 
serving me- j and he should not displease me^^by annoying ^ 
the gencmls. 


LETTER CXXIV. 

I read the letter, sent by Mustmand Khiin and written 
by himself with his own seal, containing (the account of) 
the spoliation of his ‘ jighir’ on account of the locality^ of 
the robbers, I have been requested by the KhAn . to get 
his buildings repaired and the wicked robbers punished. 
According to (my) order you should write to Khin FirOz 
Jang, “‘As the enemies are many, you should send there 
(i.e,, to Mustmand KhAn’s *jaghir’) your own son with a 
large army”. 


I. Cf. Let. V. 

A Cf. Let. XLV. 

I. The worvS for it in the text is *cb1)irani', an Indian word, rnearting 
also a *camp*. 



i 69 r. LETTER CXXV. 

Saiyad Sa’ad Alldh** often writes me letters and re- 
quests of me the following things : ** The reporter® of the 
Harbour of SiSrat® should not be transferred ; the son oi the 
deceased Hakim Asharaf should be given some service in 
the hospital and should be encouraged by increasing his 
salary”. You should write to^the Saiyad, "Henceforth 
you should not interfere in the affairs of the (government) 
servants, who are really oppressors, according to the deci- 
sion of the auspicious verse of the Koran, ‘Don't associate 
with those who oppress lest the Bre of hell might catch 
you* (and so on upto the end of the verse). Though these 
officials are not tyrants to others, they are oppressors in 
their own nature". In every letter he expresses his desire, 


* X. Saiyad Sa‘ad Allah DemUh, a Mohemadan laiat el ADrnngzebe*i 
time, matetDal scandson ol SheiVh I^tr Mohammad Saluai, For thiny-Bxa 
yean he acquired koowledfe ei every Lind trom M» crandlatheti Then he 
went on pllgrimase to Mecca where he lived lor tnelve years proseentins 
his religious studies. Ooce the 'Sharir ol Mecca disagreed {rom'hira on 
some point ; In consequence the Saiyad left Mecca lor Surat where he passed 
his remaining days as a hermit. He was maintained and honoured by 
Auningzebe. He yvas very kind to men of every creed. He was learned 
and had great influeace over Auningtebe. The emperor used to correspond ' 
with him and had great faith in him. Once he wrote to Aurungzebe 
by v-ay of recommendation not to transfer the reporter of Surat ( BaLar 
Khan} and the doctor of the hospital of Surat. 1693. Though Aurung* 
zebe complied with his request he’ wrote the saint not to further inter* 
fere in worldly matters. From that day Aurungzebe discontinued his 
correspondence with the saint. This event is mentioned twice in his 
history by Khdfi Klian who* gives the purport of the letter addressed to 
the Saiyad, 

a. J.C. Mohammad Cakar. 

3. A city in Gujarat, standing on the Taptl, once one ol the 
richest cities in India, plundered twice by Shiviji. Formerly it was a 
great seaport 5 but has now been superceded by Bombay. In the archi- 
ves of the Mogul Empire it was skilled ‘the Port’ or ‘the Harbour’, Shi- 
vaji used to call it ‘the Ley of bis treasury’. 
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wUh a prayer, to die ta God*, ‘ Death t? also life* is true, • 

This humble servant of the court of God (f.e., Aurungzebe.i 
himself) always recites in his daily prayer this ^ auspicious - 
verse of the Korant *0 Godl Creator , of heaven and’' 
earth! .Thou art my master in this life as well as in the,^ 
next; let me die a Moslem (or a true believer in Thep)^^ 
and enable me to join the virtuous and the pious*. I think 
carefully over the meaning of * The man who dies this 
death (i.c., death in God) will meet, before meeting God, . 
the prophets and the saints.* ® Though the learned men of 
my court have given nice interpretations (of these Koranic 
and traditional verses and sentences), 1 have not been per- 
fectly satisfied with them. That learned man® should 
write to me about these phrases of the Koran and the - 
tradition after an inquiry. May peace be upon you. 


1697. LETTER CXXVJ 3 . , 

You must have known that an arrow was darted to- 
wards YAkat (KhAn) and that it was found out that it was 


if. Ij. to die ia devotioa to God sad tbni. to be united with 
Him— a Substic tecbaical term. 

5 * from 3 tiaditioR. , 

6 . It. Aiad Khan who wat a tery learned man. 

I. This fact Is mentioned by KhaG Khan In hit history. ,Ya^.tit 
Klun, entitled Mshanm Khan, who was in the service of prince Kam 
Cakhsha as bis chamberlain and whom the prince did not like as being 
of an cmI temper, was wounded by an arrow by a companion of the 
pnnee when he was leaving the royal court after the prince. For this 
five of the companions of the prince were Imprisoned, One of them, 
named lladn, foster brother of the prince, was convicted and ordered to 
be separated from the prince. Bat the prince did not like separation 
from his foster •brother and sorrendering him to the ‘kolwal’. Hamid. 
Cd-Dm Khan Bahadur (cf. Let, CLXVm) was ordered to separate 
Iladu from the prmcc. The Khan (Hamid) svas wounded by the prince, 
but at length was successful in Imprisoning his foster brother. 1697. 




I2c: 

that '’unfortunate foster brother '(/. e.r Hadn) bf, 
Bakhsha^ who had darted the arrow. ' I punished the man' 
wiio had darted the arrow and separated him from the* 
foolish prinfee. I ordered' what was to be done with that' 
wicked person Had'd) who was the worst companion^ 
of the prince.- He who has Satan as his companion has 
triilj^ selected a bad companion. >^erse) “■’The company" 
of the wicked- is dangerous like fire. When the fire is hot -) 
itburhs the bodyv but when it is extinguished it makes the ' 
coat black (similarly an evil companion first annoys his 
friend and then blackens his character) "<* By the bad 
omen of HadQ’s company the prince has been misled. Some 
* chilAs’® should be appointed to keep a watch over him 
round his tent. And you should inform me about him. 


3 . Mohammad Kam Bahhsha. Cf. Lot. LXXIII. 

3. The ivords * the wost compaoton'— 'baU'ahkareen*— >ocenr in the 
Koran and mean Satan., ThU phrase, either seeidentaDy or intentionally, 
occurs also in ‘Ma'asiri Alamgiri*. 

* 4 . From a etrange coincidence Kh&fi Khati'Uses the same verse in 
0 pneetion with thi* event and /says the prince was spoiled by bad 
company. This event is also referred to by the author of 'Ma'aslri 
AlarngUs', 

' S’ Pcnons appointed to keep watch o\er those with whom the 
king was angry; an Indian word. 

"His Majesty (t.e., Akbarf, from religions motives, dislikes the 
name ‘bandeh’ or slave, lit therefore calls this class of men ‘chllas’, 
srhich Hindi term signlSes a faithful disciple (cf. Ar. 'murid' ). The 
pay to! ihilas varies from one rupee to one pence per diem. H.M. has 
divided them into'several sections, and has handed them over to active 
and experienced people, who give them instruction in several things. 
Thus they acquire knowledge, elevate their position, and learn to per- 
form ihelr duties with propriety". 


Ain>i-Akbari. 
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LETTER CXXVII. . . 

Khan Jehdn Bahadar^, notwithstanding his previous 
activityi displayed inactivity in this afiair like old officers4 
When I reprehended about this his negligence he requested 
tne to forgive him. But he has not ImprovetL All this ruin 
(of oar affairs) is to be attributed to his insincerity. How 
should it not be that there is no act worse than insincerity 
(ue,, insincerity is the worst act) ? Truly, ‘The hypocrites 
are In the lowest pit of hell*-. You should write him some- 
thing for his forgiveness and should suggest to him this 
(Koranic) verse so that his eyes may be opened and he be 
warned against Insincerity. Though it is impossible that 
the inward enemy ((.e., passion) should be strong, your 
greatest enemy is passion between your two sides (t.c., in 
your heart). Why do you allow this passion to really over- 
come you ? O God ! release us from the fetters of 
passion and let us not die in its bondage. (Couplet) “Man 
received favour from God which * was His first favour.^ 
Whatever is shewn by God seeks after the misguided (i.e., 
God shews mercy and favour to the misguided). Blessing 
and its acceptance are from Thee ; security and fear ace 
(also) from Thee”. ’ , ' 


i6p4. LETTER CXXVIII, 

Amir-'fll-Umara^ Is dead. He was one of the old s*er* 
vants. *We have come from God and to Him we shall 


1. Ct Let. .XXVIIL 
*. A Koranic ame. 

3. Of being endowed with the sool before h!$ eilslcnce, 

I. I.e. Shaj-asta Khan. Cl. Let. XCI. Aurungzebe was greatly 
obliged to him for the possession of ibe tbronc. After the Khan’s death 
Asad Khan svas honoured with tbeUlIeof Anur-ul-Umata. CL IntrodncUem,'^ 

- 4 
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return’^. He also ’possessed 'property. You should write 
to the Bnance minister of his province to conSscatc his 
property with great caution and to take into possession as 
royal property every kind of thing obtainable from his ser- 
vants with force and strictness^. You should make the 
secretary of the deceased MOrlidhar) understand that 
he will be favoured for his good service. You should in- 
form me of the condition of the sons of the deceased.^ I 
have also spoken to another person about this matter ; but 
with the thought of looking after his relatives I have 
appointed, a second time, that devoted servant you) 
to this affair* Certainly you will display your worthy 
quality with truth and sincerity. Amdn Alldh Khdn^^ is 
not unsuitable for this work for governing the province 
of the deceased), (Therefore) he should be appointed to 
(this post).. You should inform me about his titles so that 
they may be increased. I intend shewing him another 
favour shortly. 

' 2 . ct Let. cxvm. ^ ' 

3. Cf. Let. XCI.X and C.XL\ 7 . , 

4. Cf. Let. xxjmrr. 

The Khan’s eldest son, Abut Fateh Khan, was killed at Foona during 
Shlvdji’s attack on that citj*. x$6j. 

Another elder son, Utneed Khan, who svas governor of Cihir, died 
soon alter his father. 1695. 

I His three sons, Aitekad Kban, Abol Ma'ali, and Khoda Bandeh Khan, 
survived him. 

3. There were many men bearing this name. One nf them was 
present at the sieges of Toma, Rijgarh, Porandhar, Singarh, Parnalla 
and Vishalgarh. 1701-1704. Another man, called Ilafii Aman Allah 
Khan ol Benares, was an author and *cadi* of Lucknow and died m 1721. 
There was a third man of thesamenamewho was ‘faujdir’ ofCwallorand 
was killed at the siege of Bijapor. {686. } 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

This office lias been fixej on Usaf Khiiri^) Tbc person 
selected by ‘you (fortius office) is also {Jood; but he is a 
soldier. His business is not known. You should inform 
me of what you know about him. I am in need of an 
honest person for the ministership of Eorhnnp'ir-. ‘ Tljc 
most important work should be taken first'®. 


LETTER CXX. 

. What is Mukaram Khan' doing? Notwithstanding 
his ’desire of (going 'to) a pilgrimage to the two sacred 
cities®, why is he delaying ? What is belter than this (i.r., 
pilgrimage) (Couplet) Pilgrimage to the Lord of the 
House (i.c„ the temple of Mecca) is good ; but pilgrimage 
. is to visit the temple of Mecca ptlgrimsyisiting Mecca 
search after the temple ; but really they should search 
after God)’\ 


1. Before J70j he ■was fori.hecpcr of Kamma^ar. In r^ojhetook 
panin rhe siege of Vihvni'aiiU. In 1706 he was appointed 'tvujdir'ot 
lmti)i<gadfa. 

3. A citjr in Central India. It was foanded and natneJ after Burhin- 
ed'Din. a celebrated Mohemadan saint of the Deccan, in the fourteenth 
centcir|. It became the Mohemadao capital of Khandesh. It stands on 
the Bh««vi. It formcvl the head tiuattcrs of Aunmg^icbc during the 
Peccan War. I 

3. An Arabic prosetb. 

t. Ct.Lct. C. 

3. /.e., Mecca and Medina, ia iVrabia. 

3. The author of ‘Mir-At-i- \latn* says: *' .Uihough on account of 
sc\eral obstacles, he {i.e, Aorongi^be) is unable to proceed on a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, jet the carcnbich he takes to proaiotc facilities for pilgrims to 
tliat holy place may be 'considered equisalent to the pilgrinjage,*' 


17 




1^0 

LETTER CXXXI. 

The presents sent by (my) grandson BahAdtlr^ should 
be accepted (by you). But before doing this you should 
tell his agent not to send presents without (previous) infor- 
mation. May peace be upon you. 


LETTER CXXXII. 

Mfirshid Ali Khan is a revenue collector and he is 
also not devoid of honesty. If this work is offered to him, 
possibly he will perform it better than others. You should 
ask him (about this work) on your own behalf. That old 
servant (t.e., you) must have heard the case of Fazl Ali 
Khin^. An army should be sent to punish the turbulent 
' Kazal-bishdn'.^ What is Kh&n Bahddtir Hamid^ doing? 
This sinner (te., Aurungzebe) wishes that no crime, espe- 
cially oppression^, should be perpetrated ; the result will be 


X. a L«t. M»dL.\.\VI 

X. “ The collectct of the revenae xhould be a fneod o{ the agriculturist. 
Zeal and truthlulness should be b» rule o( conduct, lie should consider 
himsell the represenlatis'c of the lord paramoont and establish himself 
■where one majrhase easy access (o him without the intervention of a 
mediator He should not cease from ponisfaing highway robbers, murderers, 
and eriUdoers He should assist the needy husbandman with advances of 
money and recover them gradually. He should strive to bring wastelands 
into cultivation and take heed that what is in cultivation fall not waste. 
He should slimnlaie the increase of valuable produce and remit somewhat 
of the assessment with a view to its augmentation. He shall not make the 
occasions of journeying, feasting or mourning an opportunity for exactions, 
and lelrain from accepting presents” Ain-i-Akban 

2. In 1699 he was appointed minister of hlultan. 

3 The flower of the Persian arms, raised by SLih Abbas. Turkish 
'kazal,' red and ‘bash,’ the head oracap,so called because they used to 
put on red caps ’An’ is a Persian plural termination 

4 Cf Let.^ CLWHL 

5 Here Auiungzebe strongly condciLas oppression for the advocaiy of 
jusute. Cf. Let. and LXhXVlU. 
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that there will be order and peace iti the k>ngdoni4 King- 
ship is not maintained without discipline. Sometimes orders 
appropriate to the occasion are issued through the force of 
passion and without volition. You should ask the opinion 
of the learned about this. May God be praised that your 
intention’ is good. You will not be punished by God. 
Truly, ‘ Man*s action will depend upon his intention',® 
This tradition is correct* convincing and authoritative. 


1692. LETTER CXXXIII. 

Khiifeh Abdur Rahim^ died. He was religious and 
pious and was very brave. One day he was standing in 
my presence with a country-made dagger hanging from his 
waist. I liked the dagger and said, “Its make is very 
fine". He replied, “.Its name is better than its make." ^ 
I asked, “ "WhaOs that ” ? He replied, “ Rdfiz-l-Ktlsh"*, | 
I obseVved, “ I also want to get three or four (daggers ‘pre- 
pared^ of the same make and name for the state". He took ^ 
out the dagger from his waist, presented It to me, and said, 

“ Till they are prepared, this humble present will be exalted 
in the state". Then he took leave and departed. You 
should write to me about the condition of his sons® or tell 
Indyat Alldh Khan to write to rac so that each may be 
favoured according to his merit. 


6. Fionv a uadilios. 

1. Son 0! Abdul Kaalra. IlewajanatlveofFargbana, in Afghanistan, 
came to India in the reign o( Shah Jeban, aad served under Anrongzebe 
for several years. He died in 1693. 

2. ^ Lit. * the Killer of the Shiahs.* ‘Rifia’ nteafiS is Arabic ‘ a deserter.* 
The Shiahs are the Persian Mohemailans who follorv All, the son-in-law of '' 
Mahomet. Aomnjrebe was a Sonni. 

3- Cf. Let. CX.XnU, 
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1697 LETTER CXXXIV. 

Khdn JeliAn Bnhadur^ died *\Ve have come from God 
and to Him we shall return ’ God is holj How very neg- 
ligent IS mm^ How long Mill he be overpowered by 
passion ’2 A.t this time the Khun was desiring (to get) the 
governorship of the Deccan How intensely was he anxi- 
ous about it ’ Yes, the work of passion is worse than 
this (Verses) “To destroy passion is not the business 
of wisdom (i e , wisdom IS overpowered by passion) The 
internal lion (i c , passion) is not a plaything for the hare 
(i e , wisdom) Passion devoured the whole world and 
swallowed it Its belly was crying, *Is there any more 
(infidel) ’ This passion is hell and hell is a dragon, be- 
fore which (the wide expanse oO the pcean is nothing. 
Passion swallows up the seven seas and jet this world- 
burning passion cannot quench its thirst (Men useless 
like) stones fi c , sinners) and stonj hearted infidels enter 
hell with shame and disgrace Yet hell is not satisfied 
with so much food (i c , smners and infidels) till this voice 
comes from God in response to its desire (of devouring 
more victims), ‘ Are you satisfied Hell replies, *Am I 
satisfied ’ No 1 am not yet Look at my fire, heat, and 
sensation (i e , I am still burning with the desire of having 
more victims)'. God stretches forth His leg to hell from 
‘LdMakiin'^ At this time hell is satisfied with ‘kiin fi- 


1 Cf Let WVnUnU CXWII 

2 Cf Let \Clir 

3 A pawaj’e from it e Km-mi— worJv sojiposcJ 10 be ullereJ bj hell 
ch >* I ere person TeJ on lie Uiy of resurrect on As fell is never 

satisfied vvilb ill vielRis ( r snnenand inf Ivis) and cries for more 
s m larly piss on IS never sat sfed s tl it* v cl ms (, <• tic veaksvillcd) 
and cries /or more Jfcrc pass oi| is con pared to 1 elL 

<1 1 It orld of net! if a t* ll e I ;i! e t mins on of Cod s\1 icli 

even the mpels cannot reac! Tl * svorj occurs in t! e Koran m reference 10 
M,il o el 1 n Itv jn rrvev to I c sen 
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kdn\’ As this our passion /onns a part of hell, (and) parts 
alw'ays possess the effect of the whole (corisequently passion 
has the effect of hell). None but God can Jmaglne the in- 
satiable appetite of hell. I pray for strength to the Ocean- 
splitting (t.e., Powerful and Great) God in order to remove 
(or dig out) the Mount Caucasus with a needle”.® May 
the High God'favour us with (His) grace and relieve us from 
. this dark day (i e,, passion). I conjure Him by the name of 
Mahomet the Prophet and of his family. May the bless- 
ings and peace of God be upon Mahomet. 


1706. LETTER CXXXV. 

Tread the letter sent by Nasrat Jang’^ to you. In this 
letter he has recommended Da' 5 d Khdn® and mentioned his 


5. /,e., tl« Tvholtf nortd; lit. *be, and it wp*.’ These rrordsoecur 
in the Kosan In refertnct tn the 'notld’s crentton. It is said God created the 
-nhole Tforld by ottering the word ‘'kuo,* «bc.* Cl. the very fint chapter of 
the Geoesis in (he Old Testament of the Bible. 

This is ft question oS Mohemadao theology. It is said in the Koran 
that when hell n ill ciy lor more and more SiCltms on the day of resurrection*, 
God wilf pot His foot on the border of hell. Then hell tvill be satiated 
and win not riquire more victims theacefonH. 

6. A SuGstIc belief. A somewhat similar idea is expressed in the I^ew 
Testament of the Bible by Matthew where Christ sajs if ne have faith as 
slight as a mustard seed we caaremove'a moontavn from its plate. 

1. Cf. Let. X\T. 

2. A general of Auruoj^be. There were many generals heating this 
name. One ol them was called Daud Khan Kutwhl who was appointed 
goveraoT ol Allahabad by Anrungrebo in 1670. 

There was another more celebrated general, heating the same name, 
called Daud Khan Panni, tnmioeed here. This Panni was a Pathan 
general, ol Anrungrebe, renonmed thronghout India for his extraordinary 
courage, and his memory still inrvtves In Peccan talcs and proverbs. He 
served for many jears under Aurdngzebe. He was present at the siege of 
Vakingarh 1706. In place of Z^l Fikdr Khan he was made viceroy of the 
Dcccan by Bahadur Shah. syoS, lie was slain in the battle against Saijad 
Husain Ah in the lime of Parnkh S«r. 1715. Of. Let, CLXVllI. 
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own sen’ices. Something should be written in reply. (But) 
we should wait for the conquest of the fortress (i.e., VAkin- 
garh). After the conquest some of his requests should be 
granted ; but before that, the granting of his requests Is 
impossible. Henceforth for capturing the fortress you 
should order Tarblat Kh&n^ to send all the necessary things. 
And you should .also write to the garrison of the fortress of 
that side to send the artillery consisting of ‘ jazAyars’,*. 
‘ rdm*jangis'^, bullets, and gunpowder to the army of Nasrat 
Jang. Authority lies in the hands of the Powerful and 
Unique God j He does what He wills. 


1704. LETTER CXXXVI. 

ft was clear from the letter of SipAhddr fChAn^ that he 
had punished Mahiibat KhAn.- Thanks' to the Almighty, 
for tins. He should be given, in addition, a personal title 
of * HazAri' and a thousand followers. A robe ol honour, 
a sword, a horse and an elephant should be sent to him. 
It should also be arranged to bestow additional titles on hts 
followers. He should be gladdened with this good news. 
His agent should also be favoured if it is necessary. God is 
the best master and best agent for us. 


3. Cf.Let CXLIir. 

Cf. Let. LXXXIV. 

I. Second son o{ Khan Jehan Bahadur, the foster brother of 
Aurungaehe. (Cf. Let. XXVIII). In 163/ he was appointed co%ernor of 
Lahore. He was raised to the ranV of 3000 in 1691. In 1695 he ssas made 
{^>-ernor of Allahabad. In 170^ he punished Mahabat Khan. 


2 . Cf. Let. CXLM. 



LETTER CXXXVII. 

I have selected five elephants for (my) grandson Baha- 
dur. You should choose two elephants out of these five' 
and send them to his agent who should also be presented 
with a horse, a special robe of honour, and a dagger deco- 
rated tvith a tassel. You should inquire about these things 
from Javihir Khdn, 


1694. LETTER CXXXVIII. 

The reporters and 2 abar Cast Khan^ have written 
something regarding Salyad Mubilrak.^ Are these reports 
about the Saiyad tight or not ? The Khin considers him- 
self as an honest man. You should ask Iniiyat All^h Khan 
(about the facts of these reports). S&leh Khan^ has mana- 
ged well the governorship of Akbardbid. You should write 
to Gopdl Singh for helping the Khan (in the government of 
the province of Akbardbdd). You should write the above 
KhAn (*.c , Saleh Khdn) a letter of condolence. (Verse) 
** How long will the palm tree conceal the defect of its 
poverty”?* 


I. CL Ut. CIX. 

s He ■ftis fort-keeper of Paolatabud before 16S3. In 16S7 he was 
honoured with the title of filurtizj Khan. 

3. 'boa <fi iC aiata 'Ktian 'fafiwb, was ma^e suptrmtenatnt of ihe 
‘ Ghosal Khatieh’ tai6So. la 1683 he was made Meer Cakhasht of the 
•Ahadii’; and la 16S5, *faujdat’ and mtnister of Harelt. After the death of 
Sfuyasta Khan he was honoured with the title of Fid* Khan and appointed 
goiernof of Akbarabad *69^. In 1695 be was made foiernor of Bihar after 
the death of Umeed Khad, son of Shayasta Khan. 

^ A reference to the bareness oI the branches of fhb palm tree 
whivh hatcQO leamoQ them. 
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LETTER CXXXIX. 

The accident met by the deceased IhtamAm Khan^ is 
through the negligence of (his) followers. We should not ' 
give countenance to them ; nay we should break their backs 
with the stick o! inattention (i.c., we should shew indiffer- 
ence to them). Whence shall we get an honest and in- 
telligent man like the late Khan ? He had fattened the 
(royal) horses so much and kept such fine order in the 
stable that I cannot describe it. O God! forgive him 
(t.c., the Khnn) and have mercy upon him; because You are 
the most merciful. You should write strongly to Saif 
KhAn® to punish the rebels. He should be given his pay in 
advance so that he will not delay (in punishing the rebels). 
The work is difficult. 


LETTER CXL. 

The eldest son of sovereignty (te., Mdazzam) has 
written (requesting me) to confer additional titles on (his) 
fourth son. Evidently the cav.nliers of Rafi-'tSl-Kadr^ are 
more numerous (than necessary). The number should be 
reduced in consonance with his post. It is not advisable to 
give more personal titles to the younger son than to the 
eldest. In order to please my son I shall have to shew 
favour in another wa}. . 

Razasi Khdn and the Hindu arc not on good terms. 


I. At first he^stua •lotwjl* in ifiSj. In x6SS he ssts gi\cn (lie title 
cl Sirdir Khsn. In 1697 be was made head groom. 

3. He i\as gasernor of Cashmere bcloi^ 2C6(. In 1665 be nas ordered 
to invade Tibet vihicli he made tubular^ to Pillii. In 1679 be v,as 
appointed governor ol Hihir. He died in 1709 He wai emplojeJ as 
tutor to Prince Kiim IlaUisha to train him up in the art of archery, 
lie was a son ol Tarbiat Kban. 

1. Cl Let. IIL 
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These arc two enemies; they ate quarrelling lor their 
law.^ You should write a threatening letter to the Hindu. 


LETTER CXLI. 

Ruh Alluh Khdn^ discharged his debts with difficulty. 
This extravagant and rich Kh.*in desires to squander away 
lavishly the money equivalent to the fine imposed upon him 
(t.e., not to pay the fine). He garbles the money accounts. 
W^hen landlords are unable to pay money to the royal 
treasury, the debt is discharged from their estates by reve- 
nue collectors. _ You should appoint an agent to get from 
the Khdn immediately the fine imposed upon him by the 
state. Not a single ‘ asharafi’* should be left to the Khdn. 
but all the whole amount of fine should be recovered from 
him. HU Majesty (Shdh Jehan), — may his tomb be sancti- 
fied, — was very particular in recovering fines. Immediately 
he appointed mischievous and strict ‘childs’^ and thus re- 
’ceived fines. I remember that one day HU Majesty made 
Ja’afar Khdn,^ who was at the time a vizier, sit in the 
* Ghosal Khdnch’, and received from him the fine imposed 
upon him. The above Khnn was offended with the super- 
intendent of the ‘ Ghosal Khaneh, who had in his charge 


2 . It IS in reference io a stoiy lo the Koran where two persons are 
represented as disputing with each other about the existence ol God. 

I. Cf. Let. CXX. 

s. A j;old coin, so called from ^sharaf w.ko .first jiuuned .U- Jn 
Aurungzebs's itoic one ‘asbarafi’ was x-orth sesenlecn rupees. 

3. Cf. Let. CXXVL 

{ Entitled Umdal-Ql-Miilk, son of Sadik Ivhan Mir Bakhashi He 
held the rank of 5000 under Shah Jehan and served him as a minister for 
sometime. Aarungzebe appointed him prime mini#ter about j66j. Deforo 
1660 he was governor of MaUa. He died at Dahi in 1670 After l.'is 
death the office of ptinie niimsler was conferred upon Asad Khan with 
the title of .Vsad.ud-DauU. Cl Let. CL 
18 
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the amount of his fine, and was prepared to do him harm 
and injury. H. M. told the unkindly brother (ic., Dard) to 
reconcile both of them after the dismissal of the court and 
to make the above-mentioned Khan give the superinten- 
dent a * dusbaleh’.^ 


LETTER CXLII. 

You should often bring the poor assistant of the prime 
minister into my presence. Meanwhile if he is selfish, jou 
should prohibit him from this so that he may not do 
so again. 


LETTER CXLllL 

To-day Tarbiat Kbdnt requested me to present two or 
three turbans adorned with jewels to two or three * Mang- 
bAshis'® who had rendered good services during this expedi- 
tion. You should say to the nbo\e Khdn, “Though you 
have passed your life in government service and have been 
favoured (for this) by the emperor, you do not know that 
these * Mang-bAsliis’ do not deserve to be favoured in such 
a way”. For pleasing him and encouraging him for the 
service he rendered to the state, a turban adorned with a 


5 A double sidcJ turbsn, an Indian «ord. 

I. A nobleman of ^ooo >t 1 io serted under Aurunficbeas commander 
of artillery In 1659 he was made of Ajmere. lie ^\as sent igaioit 

Iiitliivi Singh, /amindar of Snna^r. who had given refuge to Sultman 
Shchuh, Dara's son 1660 In the same year he was made governor of 
Mnlian. In i66y hewassent as intbassidor to Shiih Abb<s of Persia, 
lie took part tn the sieges of IIam.kleh, l.ijapur, and Sattara. In 1700 
IiC WHS appointed 10 lay siege to Bassntgadli In 1705 Vie was appointed 
Mccr-e-Alcsh. Afler Aurungzebe’s death he took up the cause 0/ A'aeam 
and Mas killed at the battle near Agra between A’atam and Sluazratn. 1707. 
CL Lei. C\L 1 V and C\\\V. 

2 Cftif/s having ten or hundred men under Ihvir command Turkish 
‘ niang,* ten or IiurdrcJ, and * bashi,' a bead or a clncL 
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gold medal win be sent to him. ja\.'llur Klidn will send it 
to him. Help and grace we rcccisc from God. But in 
future the Khan will not make such a request regarding the 
* Mang-b&his’. If any one will execute an important royal 
work and will render the slate a service with great caution, 
he will be rewarded and pleased with a robe of honour and 
money in cash, and with a horse in case he has lost his 
own horse. 


LETTER CXLIV. 

Tarbiat Killin' is yet in need of money. He has got 
money (from the royal treasury) for (distributing it), .among 
the soldiers of the fortresses, i^rom outside I c.ame to hear 
that he has kept this money for his own private purpose. 
Wliat can the wicked reporters do ? The Khdn has been 
appointed over them. These reporters upset important 
royal arrangements by selfishness t and being ashamed (of 
their conduct), they pretend ignorance in communicating 
the news. What is the cause of the fortification of the 
fortresses by the great rebels and of the watch of Esavi 
Khdn over these fortresses ? Had we been informed from 
the beginning these things would not have happened. The 
‘ should be taken away from Tarbiat Khan and given 

to BUrhdn AlWh Klidn who complains of Iiaving no * jAghir’. 
Evidently Barhdn AllAh KliAn is in army. You should write 
and threaten the above Khan (tc,, Tarbiat Khdn), “How 
has this case resulted in this manner ? Why did you pay 
no attention to the results of the aSair as far as your eye 
could reach ? At the time when money was not distributed 
among the soldiers, when there was no provision In the 
fortress, and when the soldiers were weakened by want of 
food and money, where were you? It is enough if the 
soldiers receive their paj’ and are faithful in doing their 


I. Cl. The abo^e, lefler. 
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worl^ We know that the soldiers can do nothinjJ witliont 
money and food. Are these the ways of true and faithful 
Mohemadans to ruin the state affairs, a\hich arc truly 
divine, for the sake of aeliishness. and to disregard, for the 
sake of this pcnshahlc life, the right of soldiers {of getting 
money), which strengthens the inGdels to injure thenv ? 
Immediately you should get the receipts of pay from all 
soldiers and send them (to me) Otherwise you uill cer- 
tainly be punished like those who arc dishonest and help 
the infidels, Because, truly, God will not allow the tricks 
of the treacherous to prosper" 


LETTER CXLV 

The trustee, newly appointed by Iniiy at Alldh KhAn' 
and confirmed by me, ran away What has he done’ 
(Verse) “CverjUitng which enters the salt mine becomes 
salt" The KhAn had no power of resistance Wliat can 
he do ’ He is helpless. If such was the case, why did he 
not come to me ’ Though he was not giicn money by my 
sen ants, he was nat prohibited by them from coming to 
me You should ilso yourself write strongly to him 


LETTER CXLYI 

Evidently Mahabat Kliai of HaiderAb-id^ died at 
LAhore He has no other heir except liis grandson whose 
father is dead You should write to the administrator of 


1 Cf Let CLM\. 

1 His otig nal name wn* Muhamniad Cbrah m Khali! AlUIi At 
first he was m th'’ sen ice ol Abut Hasan, Ling of Goleondi anj 
ila derabad, as his genera! Dor ng the Siege of Haidcrahad by Aurongicbe 
tsGSjJ he deserted bs rmsler and -went o\er to Aurungi be Afterwards 
he was honoured by the emperor with the t tic of Mahabat Ki an m iCS6 In 
the sane year he ovas made gosemor of Derar After, arJs le «as 
appointed goiernor of Lqbpr^ Cf Let CWWI 
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the district thereof to confiscate the KhAn's property vyitii 
caution and honesty. Because the royal treasury belongs 
to the public.^ The king is the trustee (of people) and the’ 
officers are appointed by the king. None but the needy 
and the weak can claim a share of the property. 


LETTER CXLVII. 

' To*day Marhamat Khdn came into my presence, hav- 
ing put on a rich dress. The skirt of his robe was so long 
that his feet were not visible. I ordered Mflharam Khdn 
to curtail two inches of the skirt of that fooHsh Khdn. You 
should say to him, ** The skirt must be of the same length 
that has been fixed by the court ‘custom ; otherwise you 
sHould not enter the ‘ Ghosal Khaneh ' A man should put 
on a simple and durable dressA Ornament and fashion are 
the peculiar characteristic of women. Tliese things are pro- 
per for women " By way of advice you should speak to 
him some words ( of the same nature ) appropriate to 
the occasion. 


1660., LETTER CXVIII. 

I do not chew a* pAn’.'*- This betel shop Is out of order. 
The department under the steward is also not in order. Is 


3 . Cl. Let. XCIX and CXXVIIl. 

I. Here ’ivc find Auruogzebe preaching stmpUcity in dress though 
he liimsell s\3S \ery fond of pomp and grandeur. ^ 

X. A betel, an Indian uord. The Iltados and the Mohcin’idans arc 
gcncraliy scry lond of chewing betels with nots and other stimulant 
substances. Generally a Hindu offers a betel to one who goes to his place 
to see him. The betel is of >‘ariotis kinds. •' 

“The betel leaf Is probably speaking a vegetable, but connoisseurs 
call it an excellent jtult. Amir KKusro of Delhi in one of his verses sajs, 

‘ It is an cxccUcnt fruit like the flovrer of a garden, the finest fruit of 
llindostan.* The eating of tin; leaf tenders the breath agrccabie, .and 
repasts odsrous. It strengthens thegnms, nni TnaVes the hungry satisfied, 
and the satisfied hungry.'* Ain-i-Ahb.iri. 
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this the ability and sagacity of superintendents that they 
keep, at every time and at every place, the departments 
under their charge in a proper order- ’ Till the superin- 
tendents display their ability and nice and good nature 
and all lookers-on-glory know order, given to us by God, 
and display their order and discipline, envious persons will 
be degraded Alas ’ alas ' we claim for piety , but all this 
is boasting. Truly, I swear by God, this claim is great and 
unreasonable. 

According to my order, the reply, sent by A’akel 
KhAn® to MahAbat Khan* regarding the erection of the 
fortress of the capital {te , shah Jehan Abad), is an excellent 
one A servant must be of this type. Thanks to God 
for His grace 


LETTER CXLIX. 

Deaoted sera ant of (my ) court, Vuzarat Khdn Abdur 
Rahmin^ is dead You should suggest me the names 
some persons for the governorship of Mdliad. These persons 


Bclel It taken after meah, it is offered svkcn jou meet and when )OU 
separate “ The beiel «s the leaf which, after it has undergone a certain 
preparation, is given as a mark, o! loyal favour, and which, when 
masticated, sneetensthe breath and renders the lips ruddy " Bernier 

a Sarcastic. Aurungzebc liked order and discipline. 

3 Ck Ut CLXVn 

4 Tie second son of the eelebnied Mahabat K.h{n of the reign of 
Jehangir after whose death in x6j| he receiied this title llis original name 
was Lohfisp n« was tv. ice made governor of Cabul and had thv command 
of the army in the Deccan He died in 1674 on his way from Cabul to 
the royal presence 

There was another man of the same name who was imprisoned by 
JehfnJar Shah 

I Second son of Am-fnat Khan M nk Aornngrebc appointed lim 
governor of Pijapur and Malna lie was an excellent poet and left a 
* Divdn ' (collection of poems) composed in a most bcaulifol style IliS 
poetical name was I ikrami 



must be experienced Ragbxm^th Sa'ad Allah Khan^, at 
the lime of his governorship, used to saj, “The govern 
rocnt affair should be given to such a person as possesses 
the quality of experience and a mind of entering carefully 
into the affair, and not to one who is affected with 
selfishness 


LETTER CL^ 

That devoted servant (and) pivot of state affairs, 
according to (my) order, as powerful as destiny, you should 
•write to Prince A'azam, “ From the letter of Neek N vm 
Khdn^ it was known that you had dismissed the three sons of 
your own old secretary. You seem to be wise and sagact 
ous Do as you like Now you do not like Fazail Khdn Mir 
Hftdi-. I appointed InAjat Alldh Khin to report ( to me ) 
your desires You must be knowing that Kukaltasb Khan® 
during his governorship of the Deccan, and Ruh Allah 
Khdn^ during his governorship of Haiderdbad® (Deccan), 
had become sources of abominable actions For the sake 
of policy I took them to task for a time, but m the end 
I retained them in their posts by remembering their past 
services “ 


\urungzebc appears to rcco \c iJ c news of Ihe dealh of his oldest and 
most tnlimale {reads -nnh a cold heart 
s Cl Let LM 

s Son o{ llitntnai Klan, grandson of Islam Klian was appo nled 
‘BrUasl i and reporter m iht annj of Jr nec DiJar Dakhta m 1699 Ho 
tool, part in the Demean VV ar In 1684 he was fort keeper of Molheir 
I LI Let LXII Hewasa Mcer Vlunsl i’ (ch ef svnfer) 

3 C( Let WVlIl 
^ Cl Let C\\ 

5 A city in the Dcccan Its former name was Bhajinijrar Jt was 
founded bs MulamrnaJ K3ll) Kulub Shah of Golcundi and named afar 
Uhajmattj I i beauiilul H udn s »fe 1389 Alter I is death 1 is son 
Haider clanged it into llaiierabal It s\-as the new capital of the 
Col onda k ngs after Gdteonda il c old cap tal At present it 1$ ll c 
capital ol llic present '\iatii It ,5 tp be dislingujslicJ from the 
ifaiderahad ol S ad. 


1 have heard His Majesty (Shih Jehdn) sayuij:;, 
“ One day the Emperor Akbar, whose abode is in hea\en, 
observed, * Though Todarmal® possesses a sharp intellect 
for the ins and outs ol political and financial affairs, I do 
not liU6 his pride Ab^I FazH quarrelled with Todarmal 
and began to indirectly complain against him The 
Emperor ALbar said to him, * Elevated persons should 
not be degraded, therefore the officials should per force be 
retained in their services ’ ( Verse ) “ Greatness and 

generosity belong to that person who sees the crimes (of 
his servants) and at the same time maintains his servants by 
keeping them in his service’*. 


6 Kacivn ai Itijah Todarm:)!, (ke srsat £nan;c miofsier cf ALhar, 
born at Laharpur tn AuJb It was be who surveyed all the lands and 
introduced a new revenue system into the Mogul Empire. lie was a Hindu 
of the tribi. of Khitri of Lahore In the ayih year of Akbar’i reign he 
lias appointed ‘divan* (onnister) of the empire Akbar appointed liim 
governor ol Ucngil in i^So. lie was a commander of four thousand He 
died at Lahori. in 1589 

Abut Tati had no personal liking lor Todarmal, but he admired his 
striet integrity and abilities, he charged him with viiidictivcness of temper 
and bigotry. ‘Though often accused of hcaJstrongness and bij^olry by 
contemporanvous historians, Todarmal's fame, as general and financier, 
has ouiliied the deeds ol most ol AVbar’s grandees togi-ther with Abut 
Fazl and Man Singli, he ts best known to the people of India at the 
present day ’ 

7. The eldtst son of Sbeikh Mubarak, born ii 1J51 it Ajrs. He 
was a great minis er and intimate frn-nd ol Akbar He sms the broil er of 
lain, tlie celebrated poet mil trinsUtor ol ALbar s time He was the 
autliorof • Am i Akbari * (Roles and llcgublions oF \kbar— 1596— iiluch 
has been often tjnotid here in these Letters) and ‘Akbar Namch . He svas 
killed, It Jclnngirs instigation, near Udeha by Nar Singh DuO islule 
returning From the D,.ccan to DAln i6o. T 1 u dale oF his death (160s) 
maybe found from the following Icrsisn \erscs “Tce„h i aaja i nabi 
Allsh sar I bagi bund'* (re, the wonderful word of God’s prophet cut 
oil the head ol tic rebe')— •os.nteJ by Khan i k'azani (Mint Kokah who 
\Mlh other orthodox Mohemadans considered I im an infiji,! for Ins religious 
toleration, •• DaiiJch Abul lail” (re, the slave Abul 1 jizlj 

Sheikh \bul 1 a 1 I Atlami translated the ‘ Kalilali Dimnah ' under 
iLe tiiL of ‘\jar Dauuh' from Arable, into lersun. “ .Vs a srritcr Abul 
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LETTER CLI. 

Khan Firiiz Jang left his work unGnislied. He did not 
go to receive grandson wUo had cooie fcotn Biirlianpflr^ 
but went away to the Bcrdrs^. Why does not the Khan 
write a letter to me about him ? Was the Kh^n informed 
to go to the Berdrs through a letter from the agent or 
through divine news? Neither an order was 'Issued nor 
was he told by me to go to the Berars, Let him know 
from whom he received the post of generalsiiip. 


LETTER CLIL 

Muhammad Bdhart^ tbe superintendent of the divine- 
court, died. People talk something about Shibiir Kbdn# 
One day, when riding, 1 heard people speaking more ill of 
him than of Muhammad Bakar. I often said that Muham- 
mad Bdkar was notorious for a mischievous habit, while 
ShlkAr Kbdn, for pride. But it was no effect. It is -right 


14 G 


that ^ncn get rewards for their *10110115 The Khan knows 
better what happened to the deceased (t c , Muhammad 
Bilkar), and what will happen to himself The evil passion 
does not allow min to do good acts and to store up provi- 
sion for the next life Otherwise people would know that 
It IS bad to practise oppression, but it is worse to encourage 
it“ To render services to the avaricious is to kill the poor 
To be thoroughly conscious of the responsibility of the judg- 
ment of the next life which is doubted is a difficult task 
What if a man is certain of the judgment of the next life ? 
The Khdn must be given his jaghir but not a post in the 
state (Verse) •* Alas ’ alas ' the indifference towards 
justice ' 

Gulam Muhi ud Din opened a shop m the army of 
Aazam He claims himself to be a ‘dervish’ It is neces 
sary to dismiss him (Couplet) “ Such people (like Gfllilm) 
are not men but onij figureheads They fill their bellies 
and are men of passion They are ignorant and abject 
persons of a defective temper and utter false words 
Where is faith, and where is (true) Islam ^ 


1694 LETTER CUII 

Prince A azam for his arrears due to the government 
has rcqxicstcd that the district of Ludhi should be assigned 
to him (so that he may be able to pay off his arrears from 
the revenue of the district) You should w rite to hipi or tell 
his agent, There is no harm if his arrears remain unpaid 
They wiU be considered to be pa d off from the assets 
cash monej, the price of the jewels &.C This iS not the 
business of merchants His Majesty (Sh-fh Jeh in) used 
to keep m arrears more than one fourth part of (the pro- 


TI CSC Icllcr* oflco rep at 0 at Wungeebe was a si*! 1 1 icr 

i)l c«. & J great opponent of Ijraany ant! oppress on Cf LcU \I\ 
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duce of) the ‘ jitghirs * of the princes and (he nobles# In 
my time all rules are without force. 

Many times the pivot of the kingdom (i.e.i Asad 
Khan) used to say on his own behalf, “ I Iiave never been 
appointed to manage the state affairs outside the capital. 

If I am sent abroad people will sec my way of working'-”. 

I had heard these words reported by the spies word for 
word. At this time I came to know from the reports of 
reporters that an accursed enemy had attacked Zul Fikiir 
Khdn2 (at GIngi) and had not allowed provision to be in 
the Khan's reach and that the KhAn is in ‘difnciilty and 
requires help. A royal mandate was issued to you for 
going soon to the help of your son. "When you made delay 
in joining him, I wrote the letter with my bright hand. 
Because you confessed your love for your son} but now 
when he is in difficulty, why do you hesitate to go there ? 
To set forth a claim is one thing, and to fuUd the claim is 
another. (Verse) “ Don’t boast more} because youri 
pride is over^”. i 


• LETTER CLIV. 

Old devoted servant, notwithstanding that you have 
been favoured by me for a long time and have served me 
and that I have a -great opinion of your knowledge about 
rules and about human virtues, you pocket the insults 
of .the government officials and do not remember the 
(following) words of Sa’adt'; (couplet) “ Both you and 


7. Tills latter portion of the leUer ts quoted by the author q( 
‘Ma’asirl Alatngiti,’ m which the author quolcS llie ssholc letter, csp., 
the last part, word lor word. 

2. Asad Khan’s son. 

3. This terse also is quoted by the author ol ‘Mt'.-isiri Al^r^ry^*^ 
7. Cl.Let. XLV. 
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I are servints of the same master, both of us ire servants 
in the court of the hing (consequently one officer should 
not pocket another's insult) " It is very strange Sa’ad 
AlIAh KhAn^ used to say, “ The (Persian) letters ‘ ahf ’ 
and * nun ' in the word * divan ' (secretary or minister) 
resemble the pen and the inkstand (respectively) (t e » the 
last letters ‘ alif * | and * nun ' of the word ‘ divdn ’ 
shew that the * divAn * has got a pen and an inkstand 
before him as the signs of his post)” (But) the ‘ divAn’ 
who has not got angelic qualities is either a demon with 
pen and inkstand before him or a brute or a picture devoid 
of intelligence ® Henceforth you should be careful An3 
with your confidence you should regard the servants of 
the royal court your equals, and you should not leave 
observance unobserved (t e , you should possess the 
discriminative power) 


LETTER CLV 

To thy (my) grandson Muhammad Azim'^ requested 
(me) to nnnex the district of Lishakarpur^ to the ‘jAghir’ 
of Prince \ azam. You should ask him, ” With what hope 
ha\e you cherished this well wishing in mind’ Hid this 


3 Cf Let \\n and X\Xt\ 

3 These are the words of Aorangiebe He saji i! a ‘dvan* ** no* 
good and honest, he IS enter a demon or a brute or a htcless piclure* 
Accord ng to h nj the word • divan’ is made up ol tno words-—' div' 
(a demon) and ‘ an* (symbol cal for the pen and the inhstand) Thm lie 
* divan , if not good and honest, has got two qualil es — tie qnatity of a 
demon and of a svrilcr While according to Sa ad Atlah KI an, tl e ' divan* 
has got only one qual t), namel), that of a writer Here is an ml rect 
remark against Asa I khan 
1 Cf Let LXXWII 

3 A town and d strict in Bengal There is anotl er fomi and d sir ct 
bear ng tl e same name m OoJe near I ncknow In tl e * A n Akbari tl is 
OuJe I as! aharpur is given onlj as Last akar 
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request been suggested to you by A’azam, there would 
have been no harm. Otherwise you should not make such 
requests ; because they do not augment sincerity of heart' 
but Increase pride and self-conceit.** The Almighty God is 
an agent for us; and I call upon Him. He should have 
mercy upon us and He may make us enter His shadow. 


i6gg. LETTER CLVL 

You must have heard the news of the death* of 
Mukhalis Kh&n^. I was pleased with his noble and virtu- 
ous qualities and his versatile genius. May God be pleased 
with him. This world where death is rampant has many 
calamities and its toys are perishable. Where are the wise 
heart and the seeing eyes ? wise men are to die in this 
world). A person indirectly complained before me, " This 
man (t.c., M^kHalls IChdn) does not consider any other man 
better than himself.’* I replied, ” He does not find any 
other man better than himself 


X. Son of Sat ShiLan KKsn and grandson ot Kaw£m-nd-Din Khan. 
After the death of his father he was made soperintendent of the artillery’. In 
1^3 he was made * Tan Bakhashi* (persona! paymaster). Hedled in 1699. 
After his death Roh Allah Khan the Second became * BalchasW’. Cf. Let. 
CXIV. MoLhalis Khan was well sersed in the art of prose and pdetry* 
ll>s poetry is full of advice. He is known for his 'Gharals,’ one of which 
Is quoted in ‘Ma'asirl Alamgirp. 
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Letter5 Addressed to 
GliAzj tScl Dm ivMn BahAdflr Firtiz J'lng'*. 

LETTER CLVII2. 

(My) sincere KhAn Firuz Jang, I desired to come 
myself to see this lojal friend (ic, Firuz Jang who nns 
ill at the time) , but with what face and how can I see 
you’ Consequently I have sent Sa‘adat KhAn® on my own 
behalf to see my eye ( i c , my dear KhAn ) and to represent 
to y ou what is concealed in my heart. Grapes are the only 
new fruits obtainable here. But the Greek physicians con- 


I Son o! Kil ch Khan Sadr us Sadur trl 1.61 \t.Vin) and lather 
et the tamous Nizdm ul Mulk Asa( Jab, ihk founder of the present 7 «izan 
ro}al family ol the Deeeaa ]] s or g nai name was Shahdb Sd-D n He 
came from Saoiarcand to Delhi in | 6 C 3 lie was honoured by Avrungzebe 
'Aitls l 5 e title of ‘GhasiudDn* tlbe Champion of the Faith) fot his 
military exploits against the Ranee of Udepor i6S-i For his serticcs in 
the Konhan and for capturing tl « fort of RAKirv ho vins gitea the title at 
•Firoz Jang' (Victorioas m Cattle) lie took pan m the Siege of Golconda 
and of B japur. Afier the conquest of Cijapur he was given the title of 
‘Famnd i Arjamund’ (Dear Son) In i6SS be was made got emor of the 
Dcccan He took ptri in the Deccan War He was sent against Santiji 
Gorparj, whose head he presented to the emperor He suffered severely 
from the effects of the climate, and eventually lost the nse of both his e}cs 
169S In 1705 he defeated Tcraeah Sindhia into Malwa and for this 
service he received the title of ’Sipah 3 alar' (Commander of the Army) 
and was appointed goiernorof Berar In lyzohewas appointed governor 
of Ahmedabad by Gaiiadur Shah and died m zyzi at Ahmedabad 'He 
died as he had lived tcspccted and esteemed by all who knew lis 
concil atiDg disposition ’ KhaG Khan says about him ' a man bom to 
victory, and a d sc pltnarian who always pcev ailed over h s enemy ’ 

3 Perhaps this letter might refer to an accident that occurred to the 
eye of the Khan in 169S C( note 1 , supra 

3 Alias Muhammad Morad Khanezad KLaO, a reporter of the 
Deccan and *divan’ ol the army of Khan Jehan Bahadur in the Deccan 
He was Anrungzehe’s agent -at tie court ol Abut Hasan of Golconda 
Anrungrebewas offended w ih him forh« dishonesty and deprived hitnof 
his title after tie conq est of Golconda 168S But afterwards le was 
pardoned lie died iti He was thesoti of Mnrshid K«IU Khan 



151 


sider tl/em injurious for the health of the noble, sincere, and 
learned Khan. Therefore I myself do not take grapes. K 
the Holy God wishes we will eat grapes together after the 
immediate recovery of yoor health.' ( Verse) “ O God I 
how pleasant is this my desire (of getting recovery) ! May , 
Thou fulfil this desire 


1702. LETTER CL VIII. 

Sincere Khdn Firi 3 z iang, the separation of your array 
cannot be helped. Send yoiir son^ into my august presence 
to be favoured with gifts and- allowances. Then he will 
return to my loyal friend ( i.e., you ). ( Verse ) “ Beware 1 
when you do not know the •divine secrets, do not be dis- 
appointed, Plays and tricks (of fortune) are concealed 
(behind the curtain. Do not be grieved.” (I.e., a person like 
the Khdn should not be disappointed at his misfortune f 
because after a time good luck will succeed misfortune ). 
( Verse ) “ What burnt the heart with anxiety was the fear 
of separation.'' Any how we must put up with this separa- 
tion on account of the faithlessness of the sky ( Similarly 
tlie Khdn should put up with the separation of his army for 
which he was in great anxiety). 


LETTER CLIX. 

Sincere Khan FjrT 3 z J.ang, may God be praised. There 
is no dificrence cf heart between us ( t.c., we love one an- 
other even from a great distance). ( Couplet) “ If you are 
in Yamani and at the same time with me(i.c., with my 
heart), jou are near me. But if you are near me and at 


j. Cliin KJIitr, Klian, atlas Ni2aiu-tiI.M«3lk Asat Jab. Cf. Let. XCVL 
1 . Cf.Lcl. Cl. 
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the same lime without me ( ix,t without my heart ), you 
arc tn Yaman." (/.«., if you are at a distant place like Yaman 
from me and yet if you love me at that place, you seem to 
be near me ; but if }Ou are near me and yet do not love me, 
you seem to be far away from me at Yaman). (Simi- 
larly though Aurungzebe was far away from the KhAn, on 
account of his love for him he imagined himself to be near 
him). You must have been probably informed of the 
aHairs ol the whole day so that the physical union might be 
kept up I have not seen InAyat Allah Khan. His place 
is vacant. ( Verse ) “ The rose is rose wherever it grows 
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Letters addressed to 
Fikur KhAn BahAtSfir Nasrat Jang”*^^ 
LETTER CLX. 

Sincere Nasrat Jang, first this co jntry (i e., the Deccan) 
was governed by the Delhi kings. The powerful Bahatnanl- 
ktngs usurped it from the possession of the Afghim kings of 
Delhi. Having found them- addicted to- sensual pleasures and 
engaged in low worldly affairs, we (f e., the Mogul emperors) 
took advantage of it and acquired the throne and the 


1. Son of As3(i Kbao, son in law ol Slii^-asta Khan anJ ol Abut 
Hasan of Colconiiii the best of alf Aurungsebe'a generals, bom in i057» 
bis original name being MubammaJ Ismail In i6^ bo nas lioaourei 
isUh Ihe tide of AueVad Khan and motttci ibe daughter of ShayasU 
Khao In 1C90 the utle of Znl Filar Kban HahaJor was eonferreJ oa 
I im b} Aurungrebe for captonng Raigvh and imprisoning Vasoo Jlai» 
Sambhaji's widow, and her son Shii-ajt,. afterwards inown b> the name 
of ShahQ In tC^t he was sent against Giogt, but failed to tale it chiefly 
through the resistance of Santaji Gorpary, and iras recalled hy the emperor 
sn 169) He was sent there again for a second time in 1(197 
successfoi (o taking the fortress iC^S. He tool Vikingadli by storn> 
In J703 he wae made Mir Balhaslii. After Aurungsebe's death (1707! he 
took the side of A'aum and helped him against his brother hluazzain. 

• But he was pardooed and faroored by Mua^m when he became emperor 
after defeating and slaying A’arim at Agra. He was- made viceroy of (he 
Dcccati by the new emperor Baliadar Shah and was honoured by Inm with 
the title of Amir ul Umaia, 170S He was also given the title of Sams^m^ 
ud Daulali In Jch-indar Shah’s (imc le was made minister After 
jehandar Shah’s murder he was Ucachwously put to death by Fanikli 
Shiar 1713 CE Let AVI Zol rihar Klian was a king maker *lradat 
Khan caffs him “ beater, nay creator of emperors” Grant Duff callshiin 
•w cuniff^ ■wrArAititni-tmCTi , Via ' awacVfve comtrrmtfict.’ 

3 The Bahamani kingdom was founded m the Deccan by Alaudin 
Husain Bahamam Gango in the reign of Muhammad Taglakh in 1347. 
It was named so by Alaudin m graUiude to the Brahman master whom he 
had seried before he became Ling After a century and a half, » e , in 
35*6, this kingdom was split up into five different independent states, 
Ahamadnagar, Bedar, Beiar, Gotconda, and Bijapur, which uete afltmardi 
conquered by th? hlogwls one alter another, 

20 




cTnop\ for us (ic., ne fotimledour Dcllii Tinpire) Tliej 
recci\e<l the reward of their nctioiis from the re\cngefijl 
lenders,'' i c., the Hnli Imniii Lin^s Ircntcd tlicir nnsters 
(the Af^Ii m kin«s of iiclln) Indl) mid imhilhfullv, the) 
thcmscU cs, in return, x% ere treated so h% their scr\nnis. 
ShiMi(ji)'* and otliers also treated them badlj (Couplet) 
“ Take advanlat'e when the kin|;doin is in \oiir hands, 
because the kinjjdom passes from one liand to anotlier 
(i.c., take possession of the Deccan, because it lias passed 
from one ruler to another) '* 


LCTTUR CLXI. 

Why Should a fertile Knd be given to an ungrateful 
■’k'^riT-i-harabi’ Why aliould we be negUgent tn 


3 Tins icfcTs to tl>« intCTT»«c«t>c w.-\t amonstt il\c Uittcrent CaUtmtni 
king! of tie Dvccan anJ (Ite cause of their ovva rum at the hands of 
the Moguls 

if Theffreat foender of the Mahralta Finpirc, second son of SKhji 
by Jiji B.1I, born in 10^7 and died in llu t\as dcscmdi.J from lie 

Iljnas ol Chitor and bclonji^d lo the flhoosle family At first he ent*rcJ 
the scrtice of the Bijipur kingdom He began lik as a plunderer Jikc 
Ifaid^r of Mysore. The tnoit iai(>ortant of Shivaji’s life tras tl e expedition 
into the Karnalie. lie successfully resisted |he ^fogTlls b) his guerilla, 
tactics and balHeJ them. Theraurdir of Afrul Khan, the IJijapur general, 
>s a stain on bis cbaiactcr The reference in the book is to bis 
constant ivanaiiih Ihjapur and GoIconJa and his ti-TCsting many of the 
fortresses from the hands of the ] ijapur king He aws iixll \ersed in the 
art of taking fortivsscs Khafs Khan calls lum * a sharp son ofthedciil, 
the father of fraud ’ Again he calls him * the most notonons of all the 
rebels * The Khan often calls SI ivaji by bad names and epithets, such 
as, ‘of an etil origin,’ ‘a vagabond,’ and so on. Bat he sajs that 
Shiraji protected nomen and children and had a gr^^t respect for tlio 
Koran Bernier calls Iiio} ‘the Ifoly Slnvaji ’ bcciosc he respected the 
habitalioo of the Uevereod Father Ambrose during h« pdlage of Surat. 
Aurungeebe called him *a great captain* and * a mountain rat ' 

I An tn/deforho IS deserved the MohemaJans to be fou^hl mth 
and ruined (OppQsilcl ‘ kafir j »tmmeh% ati infidel vlwJ pays t tax to 
the Mohemadaas lot Imug under theu proUi-Uoa,, ‘Ivafii’ Lt, means 
‘ Ignorant.’ 
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carrying out works wliich it is impossiWe to accompUah 
without any evident objection? Have we‘not read about 
the reward of the crusade (against the infjdels) In the 
‘S-ihiUau\’2? Have we not got power of conquering 
kingdoms and of imprisoning rebels? 


LETTER CLXir. 

Khdn Nasrat Jang, Riio Dolip^ sent Ids other subordi- 
nates except Mnltdat Khan- to prince A^azam in order to 
request him that as the work was heavy, there would be no 
harm if it was reduced. All right. Many of the subordi- 
nates of the RAo are in common cause with the shameless 
RdmJ®. They do not understand that they make them- 


3. Tivo books out o( Six about the MohcmadiB traditions. They are 
oulhoritativc and svritten by Muslcm aod Bokhan m the second century of 
the Mohemadao era The word lit meaos * two true' (bool s) It is a Qv.nc- 
ral belief amoog the Moheinadans that those who h^ht against infidels and 
arc killed in battlv an. rewarded with ‘hurts* (fairies) tii paradise. 

• Ilcie IS a luithct instance of Aurangiebc's (anahcism. Cl Let C\IV. 

Aurungzbbe waged lus wars m the Pcccan for'rcligion’s sake He 
persebUtbJ the •Hindus for religion and not through cruelty With the 
exception of the cxccuttons of Dura and of Ssiubluji he was generally kind. 

I. Alias Ualpat Rao Bundela, son of Subhkaran Dund..la who was a 
yrcai Hindu cFiief ind general oi Aurungzelm. Hio Diilip was a Ilinda 
chief who sened under Aurungrebe as general like his father. He ^vas pre- 
sent at the Siege ol Ging, (i 69{-r(>9ll} and helped Nasrat Jmg. He was 
nlso prest.nt at ihe siege of V’akmgailh 1706. lie took part in the Dcctan 
War lie was I illbd b) a cannon shot tn tlic battle between A’axam and 
Wujszaiii. *707. Cl. Let. XCA’U. 

a hfnltifat Khan Khawali. lie took an aefire part in the siege of 
Goicond i wln-ft for the display of ^i.at bravery ht. was honoured svith tiie 
title ol Muluftt Khdn lie found out the dale of the conquest of 

GoLomla which IS as follows * I aUli-i Lilkh-i-GoIconda mubarak bad’ 
(may the conquest ol Gokonda\ be auspicious} Afterwards he was giiun 
ihe title ol Amir Ivhan. Ilis on^iual name was Ahr Abdul Karim Cf Let. 
CL\\l\. 

3. Cf. Lc'. C.XIV. 
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oW treisure’i -ire hidden and buried under the ground. 
The ‘Znminddr’® of Bijapur oj an unknown origin has 
usurped the kingdom of the Karnatic by force The grand* 
son of Shudji IS the father of the hellish Shivdji (* c , the 
grandson is worse than even the grandfather). Evidently 
his kingdom (t e , the Karndtic) la not strong. Its revenue 
IS said to have been estimated by the late Masud Khan 
at seven*-y or eighty lacs of ' htkns Why donT you take 
possession of this kingdom (of the Karndtic) ’ 'You should 
inquire from your own deputy, who must be Daud Khdn®, 
about the condition of this kingdom and about the plan of 
taking It. Why arc you careless and negligent about this**’ 


LETTER' CLXIV. 

My KliAn Nasrat Jang, government servants do not 
pav any attention to honest people , because from begin- 
ning to end these honest men have no regard and respect 
for the goiernment officials. The oppressors are not afraid 


3 “Zamindar, derived from * ramin’, tbe word signifying lands, vs the 
proprietor of a tract of land given m inhentiRce fey (be king or the nabob, 
and wlio Stipulates ifee -revenue winch he is to pa) for the peaceable 
possess on of il Snch /amindars are not now to bo frequently met with, 
blit tl e litfe everywhere it,is transfe^cd to all tbc little superintendents 
or officers under (he faujdar". 

Tl c ZaminUar was the same as the Poll) gar ol ihe Coromandal Coast 

4 A gold com current m the Deccah at that time 

5 biud Klnn Panni in 1702 was appointed deputy to Ivasrat Jan* 
and fvujdit of Karnai c Dijapor In lyof fee was appointed deputy to 
Ki n Bakfed -V who wasgovcrnoi oUlvdetafe-id In 17D& Jic look part in 
the siege of \ikvtigadha C{ Let CWW 

' 1 he second in command to /o 1 FiVaf Khan la this army was (1691) 
Da vd Kl an I antvv, a DvCcaii ofEccr ol anme repute, but notoriously add cfed 
to dr nkftv- 

6 Tins letter reveals At-rnng ebe’s fccuaiatj crafcarrajsmenfs duno* 
fhc UlUT part o 5 Ina Deccan VSar, 
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of giving (money) to and taking (it) from honest men (i.e , 
the oppressive government servants bribe and fleece the 
honest), t c , it will require no miserliness to give water 
to others from the ocean. Their wicked actions are 
contrary to my order I do not know wjiat punishment 
will be inflicted upon me on* the day of judgment and what 
hardships will befall the subjects^. (Verse) “ The thought 
of Saturday embitters the Friday of the boj^-. The 
pleasure of to*day without the anxiety of to-morrow is 
cnjovable (ic , siifficient unto the day is the evil thereof)". 
Any how the men of power should always fear honest men 
and should every moment say, 'O God! save me and 
protect me (from sms) 


1. Cf Lcl XWVana XL. ' 

3. In [\rsia ilie tcl'ool boys i;et ihcir holiday on Tndiy instead of 
en 'Sunday as here Onihisdav they thinV about ihc iofloxwn;' Saturday 
on M I ich ilicy are lo go lo school again Cons>.a]iicRtly they cannoi enjoy 
their I riihy harjiily oa account of ihcir anxiety nbout the succkcding 
Saturday. 
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Letters addressed to 
MirzA Sadr-ud Din Muhammad Khun 
• Second Pajmasten 

LETTER CLXV. 

Mirzd Paymaster, Ihhalfts Keesh « Punjdbi* Ins been 
raised to the post of * Do-Sad-o Punjahi® You should 
make an entry of this into the record of titlesi 


LETTER CLXVI 

Mirz*! Paymaster, Muhammad Ebrdhim, the bashful 
courtier, has been raised to a high honour, i c , to the 
post of ‘Seh-Hazdri \ two hundred and five liundred 


t He WM honeute*^ 'Rttk t(ie Uttc o( 'khtn' and appointed '(aujdat* 
at Ramkar in 1683 In 1501 ke vrae appo nled governor ot Kk mde&k In 
IJQS he was honoured viitk Ike «lle o( ‘Mma* Atier lie death ol Uuk 
AUak Khan It he waa appointed second po^mavler (bakkaiT t) 170 { Ct 
Let \C 1 I 

• He (Dnan] ilereforc comprehends in his person the o/fices of prime 
minister, lord chancellor, and secretary of slate, without presuming to 
advise, judge, or issue orders, faul according to the will of k 4 master, or 
to the influence, which he lias over tt Under the ‘Disan is an oCScer 
called the ‘ Bakhashi ’ vrlso is the paymaster of the troops, and the disbursec 
of all the public espenscs of the government This must be a post o{ 
great adsantaje. The 'Cakkasks kas wder kira an ‘ AmaWar,’ wko \s 
tbe overseer and manager of all the occcasio&s of eape&se ’ 

2 A Hindu of the (nbe of Khatrs o£ Lahore He seried und 

Aurungzebe who conferred on him the title of Ikhalas Khan He rvas 
well lersed m Persian In the tune of Farukh Shiar he was raised to 
the rank of 7000 He wrote the history of that emperor (Farukh Shiar) 
and called it 'Badshah Ksmch* ‘ 

3 A commander liavms /«.ff h^nJrtJ an I fft^ soldiers under bun. 
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follouers, a title of 'Mirzii Khant*. and a present of two 
ihousand rupees, at the request of the Begum^. According 
to (my) order, you should write him a letter communicating 
these fa\ours He who acts virtuously and piously, is 
rewarded by God. 

1 Zub vn Nin, tlie ia^onnte daogbter o{ Aumngrebe Cf ,L«t. 
L\MI and LWIlt 
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Letter addressed to 
*VakeI Khan'^, 

Fort'keeper and Governor 
of the Capital of Shfth Jchdn Abud". 

'' 1662. LETTER. CLXVU. 

t read the petition of that old servant (/.e., the 
Khan). You ha\*e expressed the desire of retiring from the 
service and of tendering resignation of your post. When I 
have protected you under my service, which is the. object 
of divine glory and favour, do you think that you will get 
a better post anywhere .else than here? In case of you 
insist, your petition wIU be certainly accepted .and your 
request (for resignation) will be complied with; and a sum 
of one thousand rupees per month, amounting to twelve 
thousand per year, will be assigned to you. 


r. A^akel Klafl.NKhart, author of 'VaLeit.i-Alamgiri'. In 2639 he 
ivas governor of Shah Jehan Abad. Ini66^he resigned his go\croorshtp. 
The author of ‘Ma'asItiAlamgiri’sajs that iheieaftu- he -was granted Us. 1000 
per )car and not per month. In 1663 he wjs made superintendent of (he 
‘Ghosal Klianeh*. Afterwards he \^as sent to Lahore. In 2679 he joined 
the service of Prince Mu&z2ain. In 26S0 he was made second ‘bakhashi.* lie 
died la xGg'a. He was a good-natured man. Cf. Let. CXLVIIf. 

a. The new city erected by Shah Jehan mar the old Pellii wlicre lie 
tetuaved his court from Agra on accouul of caccssi>'u heat. Thus it was the 
ne^v capital of Shah Jeiian and Aurungeebe, 
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Letter addressed to 
Hamid-ud-Dm Khan Bahadur^. 

LETTER CLXVIII, 

Hamid should know that a few days ago prince A'azim 
uttered these words before me There are my three 
bitter enemies — Hamid-ud-Dio KhAn, Amir Khan", and 
M'ina’am Khan®” I replied, “ Amir Khan is a good- 
natured man, he is the enemy of none. It is proper that 
Hamid is also not an enemy. The nature of Muna' am 
Khan is unknown to this oppressive and ignorant man (i e , 
Aurungzebe himself)”. Did you ever consider why you are 
indifferent to your own condition and to death which is 
nearer to man than the strip of his shoe and the pulse of his 
neck (t e , death comes unexpectedly ) ^ Woe * woe ’ 
Atas' alas' (Couplet) ** Sometimes I am left behind my 
hand, heart, and foot (t e , sometimes I become helpless) 0 
life' )ou are passing away soon, 1 fear that I uiU be 
left behind you (f e , I will die soon)” If you think it 
right I will recommend you to prince A’azam If you 
quarrel with each other I will reconcile you both, so thit 
you may not be dishonest in serving this mortal creature 
(i c , Aurungzebe) ^Vhalc\er you think write it to me or 
inform me of it 


1. lie looL. pari in il e various sieges ol iiatlara (1699}, Piraaleli (1700], 
Klicloa (1703), and Toma (170-1) Once Aurnnjjiebi. ordered him to separate 
Hadu an evil compan on of kam Uakbsta from the prince The Khvn 
was wounded bj the prince, but m the end he succeeded in imprisoning 
Hadu and thus separating ht » from tic pnnee 1697 Cf Let CW\I. 
AuruDgrebe entrusted h m with 1 s last v ill lor dividing his 1 . ngdom 
amongst 1 1* sons 1707 In tl s will \arung/cbe sad, ‘Let Ham d 
ud D n Khan v\lo is (aithful and trusty, convey my corpse to tie place 
ol bhah /cn ud Din and erect t lotnb over i( in lie same manner as is 
done lor dcrvises Cf Let CWXII 
a Cl Ut WII 
i CI Let MI 
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Letters ‘"addressed to 
Inityat Allah Khan^. 

LKTTER CLKIK2. 

Yesterday when Abo! Vafi" was present a simple 
dervish came there and asked for something for his family. 
I said, “What has the dervish to do with (worldly) 
desires ? He should be free from the desires of this world 
and should have nothing with him (t.e., be poor In worldly 
things)”. People cry, ‘ A dervish, a dervish^*; but they do 
not know who is a dervish and what is his business. 
(Verse) “ The world is a inirror of imagination and the 
people thereof are the worshippers of this mirror. People 
imitate passions and say, ' It is for God 0 God ! 
awaken us from the sleep of negligence. Amen ! 
amen I amen! 


1. Son «{ KlCach M&mm, totoms to princess Zalb-Qn'-Nlsl Cesum, 
Aurungzebe's daughter. By Ms mother's influence he was raised by degrees 
to (he rank of 3500. C(. Let. LVT. He was made * faujdar* of Bareilyand 
then collector of AJmere. Afterwards he was made finance minister. In 
1701 he was appointed minister to prince Bidir Bakhta. In 170a he was 
made Aurnogzebe's private secretary. Khah Khan calls him 'the best of 
minlslcn’. The anthot of * Ma’asiri Alamgm' was his secretary. He calls 
lus master ‘ dastur’ (ninlster) and * specbl dtsciple of Autungsebe’. Inayat 
Allah Khan was the author of * Ahakam-i»AlaajglrI’, and compiler of the 
• Kalirait-i-Taljabat’, Aorungrebe’s Letters ('HuLa'it-UAIamgiri,) which 
are translated here. CL Introd, He died in 17:6. CL Let, CXVI, LXXI 
and CLXXXl. 

2 . t. 1 . Let. ’ACnandtrCTn. 


Bernier giies a very fine and Interesting desctipllon of the Takirs*, 
C'peciall^ the Hindu Ones, oiled the *Jogls,’ He describes iheir Various 
frantic practices. 
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1699. LETTER CLXX. 

HidAyat Keesh^ and IkhalAs Andeesh boast much of 
their being converted into Islam. (But) their boasting is 
unnecessary. The former boasts in my presence while 
the latter displays a bad disposition before prince A’azam. 
You should make them understand (not to behave in this 
way). (Verse) " O Nakhashaby* ! get up and put up 
with time; otherwise you will be a butt for the world 
(i.e., you will be ruined in the world). The wise men of 
the world say, ‘Wisdom consists in putting up with 
tinae’ May God make you listen with your ears and 
see with your eyes. May peace be upon men of discretion 
and of virtue. You may have heard the details of the 
conduct of these two ungrateful wretches towards the 
prince. What can be done ? There is no remedy for one's 
affairs. I gave orders according to the requests of these 
ungrateful wretches. ' (But now) I issued an order to 
imprison them. It was not known that these irreligious 
persons would become so very impudent as to represent 
untruth to the prince and to attribute untrue things to this 
auspicious person Aurungzebe himself). Very well. 
A friend and friendship must be constant. If the. High God 
wishes I will look to their cases. , 

■ According to (my) order you should write, a letter to 
prince A'azam and send it soon to him with laar A)i Begs* 
“ In order to shew partiality to the most stupid Afazal, 


I. Shetth Hidajal Keesh, a reporter. Every political and financial 
matter o{ India vas reported to him. He fonnd r>at the verse oijthe conquest 
of Bljapur; ‘‘ Sadd-i-Sihandar geraft” (the wail of Alexander was 
conquered) 16S6. After the conquest of Vakingadh he ^vas entitled HadI 
Khan, 1706, His Hinda name was Bholanath and he was the son of 
Chhatarmal. He was converted to Islam In 169S. , 

3. The nom-de.plnme of a Persian poet. 

3. Cf. Let. C.W’IL 
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ydn have not dismissed tlitf tyrant, Hasan Beg of Chakleh 
Kira. The inhabitants of this place lament constant!}', 
strike their heads against the ground bewail) and say, 
(verse) *If you will not give us justice, there is the day of 
judgment lor our justice’. The last’remedy is of branding, 
i.e., this Chakleh will be deprived of your ‘jighir' and you 
will have no recompense for that^. The earth is firm and 
the sky is far away. The trustworthy agent (or the trustee) 
said to the secretary («r the minister ) before the land- 
lord and the subjects, * It is easy to be a secretary but it is 
difficult to be a trustee*. In some of the ilistricts your 
army get money by oppressing the people. You should 
select God'fearing and virtuous men, look carefully into 
their character, and appoint them ( in the places at present 
filled by the tyrants), so that both you and I will be free 
from responsibility on the day of judgment. Officers should 
not be the relatives and brothers of a minister and reporters 
should not be the sons of a * faujdAr * and of *a trustee 


LETTER CLXXI. ' 

You should say to Hiddyat Allah^, Zarrin Raquam-, 
to write in, good hand the (following) quatrain in the 
letter to be sent to prince Muhammad Kdm Bakhsha*. 
(Quatrain) “ With my own two bands have I set fire to my 
own harvest. Why should I complain of my enemy? No 
one Is my enemy. I myself am. m.y awo. eaemy-, W'le. t.a 
myself, to my hand, and to my skirt ! " * 


4. Cl. Let. XIV. 

1. Bakhaslii of a disciple of ShBj£*at Khan ot Ahtnedabid. 

3. LU. *a wan of golden hand-fTitm*,' It was the title ol Ilidarat 
Allah, ■' • 

3. Cf. Ut. LXXin. 



166 


LETTER CLXXir 

MirJalAl»t 3 d-D»n^, who has resigned the service of 
prince A. ’azam, is evidently the nephew of Himmat Khan 
who was my paymaster. The Mir is a born Saiyad of a 
noble parentage and of *i good disposition You should 
enquire into the cause of his resignation 


LETTER CLXXIIL 

The letter of Mu'atemad Khdn^ is not a revelation 
that It should he acted according to per force and that 
order should be disturbed Any how, when he is tired of 
himself ind has resigned you showed wnte Vum to comt to 
Ahbardbad and to taLe charge of the * divani * thereof 

■' ■ t — 

1694 LETTER CLXXIV. 

Asad Khan and hts son ha\e written to me, “The 
prince (1 c , Kam Bakhsha) is ready to Bght against us 
with the support of the inftdel Ramd and desires to enter 
the fortress ( 1 e , Jmji )t But on account of*the caution 
of the royal army, the accursed RAinn could not come out 
of the fortress and receive the prince in This, 15 the reason 
of the delay in taking the fortress ’ According to ( my ) 
order you should write them to keep a watch over the 
prince and to take the fortress Aou should write a strong 
letter and entrust it to laar Ah Beg* who will send it to 
them by rapid stages It should not be that the prince 


I Cf Let LWL 
I CLLci \k\l! 
I Cf Let CXI\ 

- Cf let CLW 
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joins the enemy ( i.c., Rami) and foils our efforts lihe the 
late prince®, f Verse) **In a country where boys are 
rulers, the claims of a hundred years’ services become as 
playthings to them ( i c., when boys become rulers, they do 
not pay any regard to long services and thus upset the 
plans of the hing ) 

Having heard about the great wealth of India ShariM- 
Mecca^, for taking an advantage for himself, sends me 
every year an envoy (for receiving money from me ). This 
sum of money which I sent ( with the envoy to the Sharif ) 
is for the needy. We should take care whether the money 
is distributed among the poor or is wasted by the Sharif, 
On your own behalf you should write to the great and rich 
merchants of the auspicious harbour of S^rat^ that this sum 
of money will be sent through them to the needy of the two 
holy and auspicious cities ( t e., Mecca and Medina ) if they 
guarantee its safety. Anyhow religious charity practised 
by government should not be known to the public. My 
object is to please tl^e holy souls of the prophets, the Glo- 
rious and Sublime God and His companion (ic , Mahomet ). 
May the good will and peace of God be upon him ( i.c , 
Mahomet) and upon his family. If this is also impossible, 
why should it ( i.e., money ) not be distributed among the 


3 Mahanitaad Sullan Baiiadur. Cf Let. XC 1 > Or possibly Auruns* 
ZLbc thinlving of his olhet rebel son Akbar, -who was at that imn. 
liMng ih Persia, and «hom he thought to be dead at the time Cf Let. XCt’e 

4 , A chief of the town of Mecca— the birthplace of the prophet 
Jfahomet — appointed to watch over the pilgrims /or iheir safet}. During 
the palmy dajs of the Jlogul Empire India vas \ciy rich, but no'\ it is 
a poor country. 

3 A %velUknowri city and port in Gujarat from which ■Mohtmadail 
pilgrims embarked for Mecca (as they now do from Jfombay), during the 
lime of the Moguls Cf Let. CXXV, There are many interpretations 
about the origin of the name Surat Some say that it has buen named 
aftcranJilad^, called ‘buraj' or ‘Suria.* 1 { »as known as ‘ the Gate of 
lltt. PilgTUaa^c’ or ‘Bab uLMecca.* 
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poor of tins country ( India )? Because the. manifesta- 
tion of the Holy God is refiected in every place ( i.c., God 
is omnipresent). We are nearer to God than even to the 
pulse of our neck.® 


6 The Uiler portion of the letter shews that Aurungzebe was a %cry 
religious man. Cl. Let. CVI and CXXX. 



Letters* addressed to - . 

Asad Khan^. 

LETTER CLXXV. 

You should write, nay address in a respectable way as 
in a petition, to the heir-apparent, Muhamibaii Mfia/zam 
fehab Bahadur, that the post ol the lauidatship o£ JaliWbdd- 
had been managed well by Sheikh K-arim Ulhvh. Hisfathcr 
was a soldier and also a civil servant. I am not fully 
informed of his condition. You should write what his 
post IS. 

I have heard from outside that the agent of tlie ‘Subi« 
ddr’ tvho is a landlord in the province of K.ishmcre® comes 
for a long time into the ‘divivni* court about the case of 
the revenue of a 'jdghir* which the ‘S^bidar’ wants to 


t. C{ Let. NCn. 

24 A town la the Notth of India, to be liisUngutshed from aoother 
town of the same oamc, m Afj{haoi$tan. 

3. ' The Terrestrial Paradise of the Indie*.’ 

"The histones of the ancient hinp of Kashinerc maintain that the 
nholc of this country svas in former limes one vast lake, and (hat an outfet 
for the waters was opened by a certain *pir,’ or aged saint, named Kacheb, 
who miraculously cut the mountain of Barehmooleh Kashmere, howeicr, 
IS no longer a ULe, but a beautiful country, duersiEed with a great many 
hillocks The whole kingdom wears the appearance of a fertile and 
highly cultirated garden The people of Kashmere arc proverbial for 
thcit cleat complesions and fine forms The women especially ore very 
handsome But it left no doubt on ray mind (hat there arc as handsome 
faces m Kashmere as m any part of Europe *’ Bernier. 

Bernier uas greatly charmed with this country which he called *llic 
mistress of the kingdoms of the earth* The rose and its essential oil or 
^atlar' of Kashmere are well known tn the East. Kashmere is knoi\-R lor 
ils shawls It is celebrated for ‘its romantic beauties, for the fertility oI 
the soil and for the temperature of its atmosphere.* Kashmere was 
conquered by Akbar and was made by J«haH,,ir las residence during the 
summer months. At yreseut Kashmere >a under a uaUse ruler. 
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teceive from a Kashmiri oRicer. The jud^e of the court, 
through partiality to the irreligious Kashmiri officer, does 
not compel him to give the rightful revenue to the ‘ Subi- 
dir’. In this case it IS allowable if the ignorant bring an 
excuse for their ignorance and foolishness. May God 
forgive them. Yet why should the wise bring forth an 
excuse ? Often have I said with a loud voice and again I 
say, “ In giving the rightful man his due and in crushing 
the oppression of the tyrants, I do not shew partiality even 
to any of my sons , then how can I be partial to others^’’* 
The Amir should be satisfied with putting on the gold 
turban presented to him only on the auspicious Sunday^* 
He should not make another turban. 


LETTER CLXXVI. 

You should write to my dear son Bahidur, “ This 
world passed away, and the next one came near (ic., the 
world will be destroyed aid the day of judgment is near). 
The things which will be left behind us (after our death) ns 
a memory and which wilt be useful to us (in the next 
world) are good and charitable decds^. Tou should know 
that you have to depart from this world and therefore do 
charitable deeds (by taking advantage of your present life) 
That man is wise who takes advantage of the present time 
which is between the past and the future, practises as soon 


4 Througliout lliese fellers wc have often seen that Aurungicbc M45 
vef^ paflicuJar in rentlning Jue josiice to l»)s subjetls anJ jortmoiins 
Ijwnls from iJjcir places Cl Let 

5 Here \urut1g7ebe seems to ha\e folloneJ Akbar’s rtli^ious s^sum 
of obstiMtig biin.la} as a lioliJay nhich system lie borroueJ /rom ilie 
Christians 


1 Cf. LeC LXWIII. 
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. as he can good and virtuous acts, and considers the present 
and the future as the past (».e., takes advantage of the 
present time and does not lose any opportunity). (Verse) 
*0 Sa’adt- ! you give daily advice to every one, but you 
yourself do not act upto it (*.«., nor is it Homer nods, but 
we that dream).’ 


LETTER CLXXVIIL 

I sent my sincere and devoted servant (i.c., Asad Klhan) 
to the house- of prince Bahitdnr. By giving a warning to 
the father (i.c„ Asad Khdn) and the son (t.e,, Zul Fikiir 
Kh.in), I augmented the houour of the- prince. Evidently 
he became proud and self-conceited and lost his (royal) 
dignity. May God forgive him. It is proper on his part 
that he should tender a personal apology, go to the house 
of Nasrat Jang=^, beg the Khan’s pardop*, and consider him- 
self a subordinate of his father. The taste of ‘kuneh kuch- 
cha'* should not be forgotten. (Verses) “Do you know what 
is manliness? Do you know who is a brave man ? A brave 
man is he who puts up with his enemies and associates with 
his friends’*. 


3. A creat TenWr poei, author of the *Gol.I*Stdn’ and the ‘nw-Slin* 
Cf. Let, XLV. Here Aurongrebe appears to be a great motalisl a« In 
nuny other letters. 

i. This letter IS in contiiimtion of the previous one. It is not quite 
clear, the ideas being rather confused. 

i. Tfie word in the leal for ‘house’ is 'Jairch' or ‘ daberon,* an 
Indian s\orJ, srhicliAtio means a ‘tent* or an,* Idol temple.’ 

3. l.t., Zul Fikir Khan, Asad Khan’s son, Cf. Leu CLX. 

. It is strange why the prince should tender an apolog>- to an officer, 
rerbapshc had done the officer some strong for which Aurungrebe asLed 
him to beg his pardon. 

5. A hind of raw or onripe load. IllnJustani ’ihaneh* or ‘taneh ’ 
(lodand'UchchV unripe (oppo* of ‘pucca’). It also means a kind of a 
Sfgetable in the CisUmiti dialect. 
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^ LETTER CLXXVIir. 


Yon should make a petition to prince A’azam. The 
prince has interceded for the fault of A’atibdr Khiln^. Sat-' 
yad Sa’ad Allah Dervish* has written to the prince to 
practise great patience. You should write to the prince 
the two ( following ) fine and charming hemistichs sung 
by Abd'Ql K&dir Bedil^ which are applicable to this case : 

( verse ) *'Fear the sighs of the oppressed; because at the 
time of their prayer acceptance comes to receive them from 
the court of God (t e., the sighs of the oppressed are heard 
and responded to by God)". 


1, lie Ti-as {ort.keeprr of Akbarabad in 1665. 
a. Cf. Let. CXXV, 

3. CL Let. XCVIIL 



m 

Letters addressed to 


Abd'^l Kdsim Khd.n, 

The Khdn was distinguished with the title oC Mnltifat 
Khdn. (C/. Let. CLXII). After the death of Amir Khan, 
he received the title of Amir Khdn. He was the head of 
the body guards of His Majesty (t.e., Aurungzebe). He 
Knew the most holy nature of Aurungzebe and made fine 
remark? appropriate to the time and occasion before the 
emperor. 

LETTER CLXXIX. ^ 

/ 

You should write to Muhammad A’.izam Shdh, “I 
(i e.t Aurungzebe) am pleased with your honesty and intellf* 
gence. How long will the poor Zdhedeh Bdnu remain in 
misery and affliction? She has a claim on you and me. 
To deprive her of this right becomes the cause of displeasure 
to God. Don't you know to what an extent the overflow- 
ing bounty of the forgiving Creator forgives the crimes of 
many sinners and of men of bad actioiTs ? For God’s sake 
and my sake remove from the bosom the old (feeling oQ 
re% cnge and the remembrance of the former quarrel. You 
should shew favovir to this old lady who has no other rela- 
te e except you. Her grandsons (esp. Badh*) saw an evil 
day as a punishment of their actions. We have to leave 
the world; consequently we must put up with every man. 
(Verse) ‘Tell who is the man in the world who has not 
comm'ifteci s'lns \V e., every man*in fne worth comm'its s'ins)’. 
I remember the rare words uttered by Miyiln Abdul Latif' — 
may his holy tomb be sanctified-, ‘To give countenance 
to an ungodly person and to deprive a rightful man of his 
right are the, worst crimes*. The Creator of real effects 


I. Cf. Let. XMI. 
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(i.e., God) produced an effect upon tlie tongue of this sinner, 
full of sms (j c , Aiirung?ebe) What more can be written 
than this- ?” 


LETTER CLXXX. 

According to (my) order, whenever Sar Far.lz KliAn 
Abdul Latif Klmni comes to salute ‘the best of the king- 
dom’ and ‘pivot of state affairs’®, having raised his hand 
after the salutation he should follow the Khan, when he 
rides on a horse. If the Khan rides in a ‘palkee'®, Sar 
Faraz is free from other ceremonials after saluting the Khan, 
If the Khan rides on an elephant, he should go after him. 
If the KhAn speaks, he should reply; otherwise, not. RAkAn- 
hu and other *Panj HazArls’ should dismount .and salute the 
KhAn Asad KhAn should give a betel to RAkAnhu and say 
good bye to other ‘Panj HazArls’, 


a. Cf. Let. WIV 


1 lie took part la the Deccan War In.if.'tt he iias made heail 
groom. lie <11-19 called Dalham 


2. le, Asad Klnn. Cf Let. XCII 

3. rahnqmn or letter, in Indian wonl. The rngl.sl, ^ ord •palanqmn’ 
or 'palankeen' comes from tins Iod«n word ‘pilahee’ uhicli further 
denied from the Hindustan, svord 'palan-,* a bed, or Sanskrit ‘piryanki.' 


They (kuhirs or p-ilakce bearers) form a class oE foot seriants 
peeulnr lo India. They cany l.eaiy loads on their shoulders and 
iraiel through mountains and villejs With their ‘palakees ' «s,n<-h .sans , 
‘chauJols,’ and Mol.s,' tleynalk so cienlj, that the man insrde ,s not 
Inconienienced byanj jolting. There -ire many m ih.s tountri but the 
best came Iron, the Deccan and Bengal At court, seieral thousands of 
n.em are kept The pay of a head bearer aar.es from 19? to 3R, d . Common 
bearers get from 120 to iCod.” l•^kbarl 


The copy of a mandate issued by 
Prince A’azam to Afazal Khdii. 

LETTER CLXXXIA 

Saiyad Kamal Khan- died. You should ivrilc to 
the agent (ashing him) to inform the emperor of this. The, 
condition of the fotlowers of the (Ute) officer is clear to His 
Majesty (i c., Aurungzebe). Inayat Allah Khin® is acquaint- 
ed with the good services of every officer. His Enlighten- 
-ed Majesty will appoint him whom he considers lit to 
this post. There is no Cashmiri in this province whom I 
can appoint and with whom Inayat Alliih Khan is pleased. 
The balance due to this Afghan (f.e., the late Ssiyad) will ' 
remain of course on paper and will not be received. The 
province will produce a less revenue and the people will 
be ruined. I have heard the awe of In^yat All^h Khan to 
such an extent that I won’t accept even a lac of rupees In 
place of one rupee. Change! change! change! (t.c., there 
is a constant change in everything). The (government) 
affairs require the conditions of the fear of God and the fear 
of being punished by the king. A minister should not en- 
trust such affairs to his relatives and friends. Mir Tazii 
must be in LaunI*. I have not appointed those, as govern- 
ment servants, who have faith in the Mir's action, and who 
• possess ‘jdghirs’ for oppressing the people and ejracting 
money from them. 


1. This Iasi Uuct was not wnUen Autua^fvbej, but was wihlcii.cLr. 
railitr issued by prince A'astm to Afazal (Cban. 

j. Son ol Dilir Kh.in. lie w» Iioaoun.il svitii iIil liile of Kliati la 
1&77. Ills original name was Kamat-ud-Din. llo was wouuikdat tln.sii.se 
of Uijapw. i6S6. > 

3. a Let. CLXIX and CXM. 

A toivnaiid diswicineat m tliL Doab, bclweca the 

Jaiuna jud tin. IJulin. > 
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Aa^a abaci cxvii 
azam Tara xlt 
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ship, \ his chararter liv; liw 
charit>. Jt'csiJi cvii, clwiv. 
cItxvi , his confiscatioQ of the 
property of the deceased nobles, 
\cix, c^xviii, cxlvi , his death, 
Ixxii.lxxiii his defermioation, 
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face, Introd , xiv, cKx, Iwiii, 
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I Uakhaslii clxit 
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road, Introd vi, Ixiii, Ixmi, 
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Fra CHindoJ ii 
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